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Turner in Workshire; his CAanderings and 
| Sketches 


By HERBERT E. WROOT. 


It is a good many years ago since, on a sketching tramp of the 
Seine Valley, I fell into conversation at a little inn under the shadow 
of the ‘‘ saucy castle ”’ of Richard Cceur de Lion with an artist of the 
French Impressionist school, one whose name is now in every art- 
lover’s mouth. He had lately seen in an auction-room in Paris 
four pictures by an English landscape painter named Turner, which 
had much pleased him. And as we consumed our artichaut, he 
asked did I know the name of “ Turner’’? Was he not a very able 
artist ? I answered with such enthusiasm as my command of 
language enabled me. Had I seen many of his works? Making 
a rapid calculation I replied that taking finished pictures and 
sketches together I had certainly seen a thousand—perhaps many 
more. And noticing the look of polite incredulity in the wide- 
opened eyes of the painter, I commenced to back my figures by 
showing that this was really only a very casual acquaintance with 
the wealth of Turner’s marvellous productiveness. I told how 
Turner at his death had bequeathed to the nation no fewer than 
a hundred finished oil-paintings and nineteen thousands of sketches 
in oil, water-colour, and pencil. 

Nineteen thousands? Surely there was some mistake. Very 
politely a pencil and paper were handed over. Would I be so oblig- 
ing as to write those numbers in figures? I did so, bearing my 
acquaintance no grudge that he should suspect my French of having 
confused “‘ milles’’ with ‘‘ cents ’’ or even with “ douzaines.”’ 

And where were all these treasures exhibited ? I felt my veracity 
put to the test, and I told how Turner had left the pick of his life’s 
work to the nation on the explicit condition that a gallery should 
be erected to contain it; that the gift had been accepted, but the 
condition had been utterly ignored for half a century, and that all 
but a few of the works were locked away in tin boxes in the cellars 
of the National Gallery, invisible and inaccessible. I was en- 
thusiastic and indignant. Patriotism should have made me conceal 
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the breach of faith of my country’s rulers and masters, but I forgot 
it, and I fear that my French friend left me with the impression that 
here was another and a domestic example of the perfidy of England. 

That shame no longer sullies our national honour, for, thanks 
to that discerning Dutchman who, it is interesting to remember, 
became a Yorkshireman before he went to London to become fore- 
most of the world’s great art collectors and dealers—Mr. Duveen— 
brilliant galleries at Millbank carry out the spirit if not the letter 
of Turner’s conditions. Here several hundreds of the drawings 
are exhibited. 

There are, however, many thousands still inaccessible to the 
public. A singular fatality seems to have overhung them. 
Soon after Turner died Ruskin, who had made it his first duty 
in life to secure the public appreciation of Turner, offered to 
the Government to arrange the great mass of the sketches, and 
the offer was accepted. Most unluckily Ruskin had but a curiously 
limited appreciation of some of the phases of their interest. To 
him they were works of art, of importance or of little or no value 
as they were elaborate or slight. But they were really more than 
merely works of art. 

“You may know the man by this—that he never has a pencil 
out of his hand,” said an innkeeper in whose house Turner was 
staying, when some inquiry was made as to the identity of his guest. 
And true as that saying was, it follows that the sketch-books of the 
great landscapist were his real autobiography. Yet, Mr. Ruskin, 
in making his arrangement of the sketches, thought it well to cut 
up and distribute the contents of the sketch-books on a scheme of 
his own—the drawings of the highest importance, those of lesser: 
worth, and so on in a series of brown-paper parcels down to the 
‘“‘worthless.”” All this jumble was perpetrated without his waiting 
to study them chronologically, or in many cases even to number 
the pages. 

Science talked in terms of “epochs ”’ at that day, and Ruskin, 
making, as he said, “‘a pretty piece of work ”’ of the overwhelming 
mass of papers, abundantly proved the existence of the three great 
epochs he had noticed in Turner’s art. But in these times it is the 
course and lines of a gradual evolution which the student delights 
to trace in any subject which engages his attention, and from this 
point of view small facts as well as great—slight and hasty sketches 
as well as elaborate finished drawings—have their importance. 

The muddle in which the great critic left the mass of drawings 
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was so complete that through the reigns of several directors of the 
National Gallery they remained simply buried in the cellars and 
seen by nobody, and the official view was at least once put into these 
-words—that they constituted ‘“‘ the wastepaper basket of the great 
artist’s studio.”” Under the enlightened and energetic régime of 
our fellow-Yorkshireman, the late Sir Charles Holroyd, an effort 
was made to repair the mischief wrought by Mr. Ruskin’s chaos. 
Mr. A. J. Finberg, to whom the task of rearrangement fell, first 
by careful measurement of the pages brought together those loose 
leaves which probably constituted the individual sketch-books, 
but it was difficult wholly to undo Ruskin’s blunder, for it was 
Turner’s method when sketching to put the name of the place he 
was visiting on the first of his sketches; then he would go on 
sketching without further names for his drawings as long as he re- 
mained in the same place. Hence, hardly more than one in ten of 
the sketches was titled. Evidently, after he had dissolved the 
sketch-books Ruskin discovered the difficulty, and he made some 
effort to guess at the localities of sketches which he intended for 
exhibition. And blundered again, for many of his names are wrong. 
For instance, one of the Welsh waterfalls long passed at the Tate 
Gallery for High Force, Teesdale, on Ruskin’s authority, and a 
very fine drawing in outline of the West Front of Kirkstall Abbey 
is lettered at the foot in ink, ‘‘ Melrose ? J.R.” 

It was my good fortune about a dozen years ago to be invited 
by Mr. D. S. MacColl, then Director of the Tate Gallery, to go through 
the Yorkshire drawings and help to name them, and I spent a week 
of one of my holidays in this delightful task, and I was also per- 
mitted to make about seventy photographic negatives of drawings. 

The opportunity of handling and studying these sketches was 
very precious, for all the world knows how dear to Turner were the 
hills and dales of our county. Mr. Ruskin has indeed dwelt much 
upon the stimulus which Yorkshire abbey ruins and rocky rivers 
exercised upon the painter’s mind and hand. Yorkshire reciprocally 
has never wavered in devotion to the painter. Have we not in our 
midst still—at Farnley Hall—a worthy temple for the worship of 
that great creator of things beautiful, where the fire upon the altar 
is never suffered to become dim ? 

The arrangement and naming of the sketches made it possible 
for the first time to map out Turner’s movements about our county, 
and enter step by step into the development of that deep and abiding 
delight in Yorkshire scenery which grew in his breast. 
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It must have been quite early in his boyhood that Turner made, 
in the little bedroom behind the barber’s shop in Maiden Lane, 
London, his first Yorkshire drawing that we canidentify. It wasa 
water-colour of the Gateway of the Priory at Bridlington, and was 
drawn certainly before the artist was eighteen. It must, of course, 
have been a copy from the work of another draughtsman, and very 
likely it hung with the rest of the boy’s drawings in that humble 
exhibition about the door of his father’s shop. If it did, its old- 
style seriousness did not attract a customer, although the maximum 
price in that gallery is said to have been but three shillings for a 
drawing. And there now it reposes in the National Gallery of 
British Art. We may compare that simple, old-fashioned, tinted 
drawing with the London Stone in Cannon Street, for, as from the 
old monument the Roman counted his miles to the farthest parts 
of Britain, so from it may be marked off one by one the progressive 
achievements of that brilliant career. 

Turner’s first visit to Yorkshire was in the year 1797, only a 
very little after, if we are to believe the gossips, that love-trouble 
which had so momentous an effect on his social life, making him to 
the end of his days, with all his wealth, an almost friendless and 
homeless man. It was probably not altogether in the effort to for- 
get—that “fallacy of hope” of the disappointed heart—that he 
plunged into the abundant work of an artistic tour of Yorkshire. 
He was already a restless, tireless traveller, and young as he was— 
he had just passed his twenty-second birthday—he had achieved 
some reputation among the print-sellers. He had come to be re- 
garded as “‘ quite the best man ”’ for drawings of the architectural 
antiquities and of the simple beauty of the English countryside, 
and there was a big market for that class of production. England 
was only just being discovered. Travel was difficult, expensive, 
and uncomfortable, but the appreciation of beauty in wild scenery, 
which had been the possession of but a very few when Dr. Johnson, 
a quarter of a century earlier, had made his tour to the Hebrides, 
was being widely diffused, and the Englishman was learning to love 
sight-seeing. 

“ T would delight to see a hundred miles of English country every 
year, if I could afford it,” said Gibbon, the historian. He was a 
man of moderate property, but the cost of taking his carriage about 
English roads—as his experiment showed—worked out at about 
three shillings a mile, and that was prohibitive for him and for many 
folk. As an alternative or corollary to travel Englishmen bought 
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and studied books of engravings of English scenery and antiquities, 
and these followed one another from the press with rapidity. Turner’s 
market was, therefore, safe. 

The real stimulus to the visit to Yorkshire was, however, his 
friend and comrade, the youth of precocious brilliance, Girtin. 
While in the previous summer Turner had been among the hills of 
Wales, Girtin had come to Yorkshire, and had brought from Kirk- 
stall and Fountains and York drawings full of golden glory and 
charm. Where another went Turner also would go, whether in 
technical experiment or the exploration of an unfrequented country. 
And to Yorkshire accordingly he came. We can fancy him with 
ease as his portrait has been drawn for us at just this period. He 
was a short, but rather handsome young fellow; his aquiline nose 
had not assumed the Hebrew massiveness it had in later years, and 
there was a fire in his grey-blue eye which must have made him a 
figure to be noted as he strode along, his bundle slung over his 
shoulder on the end of.a stick. 

Mr. Ruskin deals ecstatically with this momentous journey. 
‘ At last,” he says, ‘‘ fortune wills that the lad’s true life shall begin, 
and one summer’s evening, after Turner’s wonderful stage-coach 
experiences on the North Road, which gave him a love for stage- 
coaches ever after, he finds himself sitting alone among the York- 
shire hills. For the first time the silence of nature around him, her 
freedom sealed to him, her glory opened to him. Peace at last, 
and freedom at last, and loveliness at last.’ This effulgence of 
compliment to our own much-loved hills is delightful, and to appre- 
ciate it to the full we must believe that the silence of nature, and 
peace and freedom and loveliness, do not belong to the mountains 
of Wales, or to the Kentish and Midland glades and woodlands, 
and the Southern Coast, which Turner already knew passably well. 
Even the Yorkshireman might hesitate to put his county’s claims 
quite so high as that, but Mr. Ruskin has said it. Let us not dispute 
Mr. Ruskin’s word. | 

The young draughtsman unpacked his sketch-book from his 
bundle a full twenty miles from the Yorkshire border—at Wingfield 
Manor. Possibly a conveniently slow coach gave him opportunity 
for a couple of sketches in Derbyshire. The world went very 
leisurely then. But presently he crossed the county boundary— 
and, at last! loveliness was his—-the loveliness and peace of Sheffield ! 
Beautiful or not Turner had a clear idea of the kind of subject for 
which the print-sellers might ask, and he lingered to make a sketch. 


226 J. M. W. TURNER, R.A., IN YORKSHIRE 


The market was prompt, and a view of Sheffield by him was published 
in the very next year in Walker’s “ Itinerant.” 

It is a soberly coloured view of the town seen between a framing 
of trees of the autumn tints upon which pictorial convention at that 
time insisted. The spot from which it is taken is Derbyshire Lane, 
in close proximity to the Museum with which Ruskin in later years 
endowed the citizens of Sheffield. The Ruskin Museum, which is 
also and inevitably in some degree a Turner Museum, is thus appro- 
priately, though by a happy accident, settled at the very spot where 
Turmer commenced his work in Yorkshire. 

On this tour Turner carried two large sketch-books; one 14% 
by ro}inches in the page and the other a little smaller. They were 
both elaborately bound in calf with brass clasps, and the larger of 
the two must have been something more than a mere sketch-book. 
It seems to have been designed as a samplar of his work—an album 
which could be put into the hands of a patron who wanted some 
assurance that the young painter had the technical equipment to 
make a success of any commission. In practically all other books 
in which he worked the subjects are touched in in outline, light and 
shadow being ignored. Architectural detail is indicated with the 
symbols of repetition used in an architect’s office, while the possi- 
bility of precision in mouldings is secured by the careful drawing 
across an arch or pier of a section from which light and shade can 
be inferred. But in this volume all the drawings are carefully 
finished, and the work appears to be almost photographic in its 
truth and fulness of detail. The handling of the drawing is rather 
timid and less free than Turner’s work soon afterwards became, 
but it was certainly even at this time worthy of comparison with that 
of Samuel Prout at his best. Indeed, Turner’s line had even greater 
charm for it was simple and unmannered. There was none of the 
“dot and wriggle ’’ which Prout used to tedium as his convention 
for weathered stone. 

A sketch of the chapel on Rotherham Bridge filled half a page 
of the largest sketch-book. On leaving Sheffield Turner’s road 
brought him under the shadow of Conisborough Castle, and he 
paused fora sketch. A quarter of a century afterwards Sir Walter 
Scott’s “Ivanhoe ’”’ was to envelope Conisborough with romance, 
and Turner himself later still was to be called upon for “‘ landscape 
and antiquarian illustrations”’ for the Waverley Novels. But the 
Conisborough drawing, which would have been so apposite, had 
apparently by this time been overlooked and forgotten. It is a 
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pity, for the sketch, which is delightfully crisp and certain in its 
touch, would have afforded an effective picture. The great keep on 
its high motte towers up effectively and in the foreground is a pic- 
turesque watermill since destroyed. 

At Doncaster the draughtsman—himself born on St. George’s 
Day,as was much insisted upon by those who, like Ruskin, regarded 
Turner as a national possession and even as a symbol—made some 
valuable records internal and external of that church of St. George of 
the wonderful tower which was destroyed by fire within a few months 
of Turner’s own death. One of the series has been published by 
Mr. Finberg in his book on Turner’s ‘‘ Sketches and Drawings.” 

In Pontefract the ruins of All Saints’ church, then lying as they 
had been left by the besiegers of the Castle a century and a half 
before, provided material for three sketches, the painter’s eye being 
naturally struck with the picturesqueness of its octagonal tower, for 
one sketch makes that a special feature. The Castle was perhaps too 
shapeless for his fancy, for he either ignored it or his sketch lies 
somewhere among the mass of drawings still unrecognised. 

The next half score of miles brought the painter through a 
stretch of country which in later years Mr. Ruskin considered to be 
almost the only really ugly country in Yorkshire—that stretching 
away to the city of Wakefield. Yet here in the chapel on Wake- 
field Bridge he found a subject fit to set beside his study of the 
chantry on Rotherham Bridge in a half-page of his samplar-book. 
He also made another picture of the same subject from which, with 
some modification, the print published in the “ Copperplate Maga- 
zine ’’ was prepared. To Leeds he next made his way. 

I was somewhat impressed with the fact that during all this 
tramp through a part of the West Riding, which at that time was 
becoming rapidly industrialised, no sketches were made which 
show any sensitiveness to the ‘‘ Wonder of Work” as Mr. Joseph 
Pennell, the American, has termed it. Coal mines and iron works 
teemed even then through that country. In later years—particu- 
larly in his fine picture of “‘ Dudley, Worcestershire,’’in the ‘“‘ England 
and Wales ”’ series, and most of all in his magnificent “‘ Steam, Rain, 
Speed ’’—Turner showed that he could see beauty in the workaday 
England which Ruskin anathematised. But Turner had revolu- 
tionised himself and his art before he reached this appreciation. 

So that if those excited anticipations of peace, freedom, and 
loveliness “at last ’’ had filled the mind of the young painter, as 
Mr. Ruskin fancied, the days spent in this first fifty miles’ tramp 
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in Yorkshire must have been a little disappointing. Turner might 
perhaps have endorsed his Sovereign George the Third’s impression. 
“What! what! what!” said that monarch when some patriotic 
Yorkshireman repudiated the Royal suggestion that Yorkshire was 
a “very ugly county ’’—“ Yorkshire a picturesque county! A 
coalpit a picturesque object! What! what! what!” The Royal 
authority notwithstanding, the gaunt headgear of a Yorkshire coal- 
pit and the flaring smelting forge are oftentimes objects of really 
picturesque effect. 

At Leeds Turner concentrated his attention on Kirkstall Abbey, 
in which he found delight. He drewit from afar with its surround- 
ings, he drew it at closer quarters, mirroring its beauties in that 
crystal stream the Aire, and he sketched it in detail. One or two of 
these sketches, which measure some Io inches by 8, are especially 
valuable records of the appearance of the ruins before the restorer’s 
hand was laid upon them, and a slight though particularly charming 
drawing in outline depicts the valley of the Aire from Kirkstall 
away to the canal high on the south side of the valley. This sketch 
is apparently taken from the steep escarpment to the north-east, 
and it is particularly interesting for the valley then, of course, knew 
no railway and the forges do not come within sight. The present 
main road was not cut through the Abbey grounds till 1812, but one 
of the sketches indicates how little sentiment the eighteenth century 
had about such sites. The wall of the east end of the church behind 
the site of the high altar is shown to have been broken away, and a 
roadway made into and through the length of the building. It 
emerged, we know, at the west door. 

One of the sketches of Kirkstall, which he made mostlyin pencil, 
though in this case with some touch of colour, he elaborated for the 
next year’s exhibition of the Royal Academy, where he called it 
“The Refectory of Kirkstall Abbey,” and it became years after- 
wards the ‘‘ Kirkstall Crypt ’’ of the “ Liber Studiorum.” The little 
chamber was, indeed, neither crypt nor refectory, but was, the late 
Sir William St. John Hope fancied, originally the novices’ apart- 
ment in the monastery, and afterwards a storehouse. Since Turner’s 
day its vault has fallen in, but it can never have been as commodious 
as the picture represents it. A sense of space has been secured by 
making the cattle disproportionately diminutive. 

After finishing his walk on the banks of the Aire, Turner sketched 
a little at Knaresborough, and passed thence to Ripon, where he 
drew from several points of view the Minster—it was not yet a 
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cathedral. At Fountains he made a few studies, three of which are 
excellent examples of his work at this period. That Fountains 
should appeal to his taste is less surprising than his devotion to 
Kirkstall, when we compare the situation and spirit of the two great 
ruins, but not for eighteen years did Turner revisit Fountains. His 
sketch-book shows him next at the hardly less lovely abbey of St. 
Agatha at Easby, near Richmond. Here he made at least a couple 
of drawings, one of which was elaborated five and twenty years later 
to take its place in Whitaker’s ‘“‘ Richmondshire.’ His sketches 
at Richmond itself were not on this visit of the first importance. 
The noble work which he achieved around this imposing hill-fortress 
belongs toa later period of his history. On this occasion, perhaps, time 
pressed, and he had far to go, or more probably the weather was bad. 

Taking, a little north of Richmond, the Roman road to the 
west, we can see him trudging, bundle on shoulder, over Greta 
Bridge, under the shadow of the stately trees of Rokeby Park, not 
yet made famous by the charm of Sir Walter Scott’s genius, and on 
to Eggleston Abbey, where he made a sketch from which, a quarter 
of a century afterwards, was elaborated one more drawing engraved 
in the “ Richmondshire ”’ series. Another little sketch of much 
charm shows the ruins of the monastic house with a farmyard beyond, 
and cattle crossing a one-arched bridge. Barnard Castle itself 
provided but a couple of subjects. Thence his path took him to 
Durham, Tynemouth, up the coast of Northumberland with its many 
castles, and as far north as the Scottish lowland country, which soon 
was to gain imperishable charms from personal associations with 
the great “ Wizard of the North ’—Kelso, Melrose, Dryburgh, and 
Jedburgh. Turning then, he worked energetically through the 
Lake District down to Furness, and doubtless made his first pre- 
carious crossing of the Heysham Sands, which later he drew in a 
water-colour, now much faded, which remains at Farnley. Lancas- 
ter detained him a little with its fine grouping of castle, church and 
town, and on leaving there he probably took the coach for Skipton. 

At all events his next sketch was of Bolton Priory. A good deal 
has been written about Turner’s delight in Bolton. Mr. Hamerton 
has told how Turner from his first visit had ‘‘ ever after the most 
intense affection for Bolton Abbey,” and Mr. Ruskin has warranted 
the supposition that it was a case of passionate love at first sight. 
However that may have been, it is clear that Turner lingered by the 
shores of Wharfe only for a single pencil sketch, and even this was 
only touched in in roughest outline—the merest frame-work for 
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a drawing which was interrupted and never completed. We can 
hardly suppose that there was any other reason for the unproduc- 
tiveness of this visit than unfavourable weather. And we must 
try to think that if he did not carry away pictures in his sketch- 
books, at any rate its loveliness was deeply engraven in his heart. 
' Following the Wharfe downward Turner halted next about 
Harewood. From this hillside he may have turned his eyes away 
to the north-west to admire the lovely slope that sweeps up from the 
junction of Wharfe and Washburn to Farnley Hall, but the word 
‘“Farnley,’’ which was in later years to be so dear to him, meant 
nothing to him yet. He made no sketch of hall or landscape, but 
turned to the ruins of the ancient Harewood Castle and to the great 
classic mansion close by. I have heard a local tradition that Lord 
Harewood found the young Turner sketching in his park, and a 
conversation ensued in which the owner of the property became 
much impressed by the personality of the artist and the specimens he 
was able to show. At all events it seems likely that Turner picked 
up here his first commission for a Yorkshire picture, for in a list of 
pictures ordered by customers which appears in one of his sketch- 
books of this period—-his sketch-books were his day-book and ledger 
as well as diary—there appears first in the succession the name of 
‘““Mr. Lacelles, Harwood Castle, L.’”’—the initial meaning “ large 
size’’—and later in the list is the name repeated, ‘“‘Hon. Mr. 
Lacelles,” with the word “ Kirkstall’? added. It is not quite 
certain, however, which member of the family was Turner’s 
patron. The head of the estate had been created Lord Lascelles 
in the previous year—he was afterwards made an earl—and ‘‘the 
Hon. Mr. Lascelles in question must be either Edmund Lascelles, 
who died in 1812, or Henry, who became the second earl. Both 
were In 1797 young men, a few years older than Turner 
Several sketches were made of Harewood House, one of which 
he elaborated on his return to London, and it was subsequently 
engraved in Whitaker’s ‘‘ Loidis and Elmete.’”’ Modern archi- 
tectural critics like Reginald Blomfield have spoken slightingly of 
Harewood House as “not particularly ugly,”’ but Turner, one 
suspects, regarded it in its setting of lake and grassy bank and fine 
timber as of positive beauty. At all events he returned again and 
again to Harewood House for more sketches years afterwards when 
staying at Farnley. The fact was that Turner, although rightly 
regarded in “‘the trade ’’ as the best man for a “ Gothic subject,’’ 
was, in his architectural taste, a classicist. One can have no doubt 
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of the fact when one studies his Italian compositions. He drew 
Gothic architecture with an insight and an accuracy for detail never 
equalled by any draughtsman of his time or earlier, but when he 
turned to invention, as in the ‘“‘ Liber Studiorum ’”’ and in work like 
his “‘ Modern Italy,” it was nearly always Classical work that came 
first to his pencil. 

It is idle to speculate what might have been had the intention 
of his youth been carried out, and he had become an architect. 
His vast imagination might have given a decidedly Romanticist 
turn to the Gothic Revival, if, indeed, he had not postponed it for 
a generation by putting fresh life into the Classic Renaissance. 

The Turner pictures were at some time or other crowded out of 
Harewood House to make room, doubiless, for family portraits, but 
it is interesting to mention that Lord Lascelles has recently acquired 
two pictures by the artist of Harewood subjects. 

His work here concluded he trudged onward to York, where he 
was industrious. The Cathedral afforded him material for five 
drawings, and Bootham Bar and the quaint old bow of Ousebridge 
could not fail to have delighted him as it had excited Girtin. He 
drew it in fine firm outline several times from different angles. 
Another carefully touched-in drawing gives a picture of the bank of 
the Ouse called “‘ The Manor Shore ’’—with the water-towers now 
overshadowed by Lendal Bridge, the ruins of St. Mary’s Abbey, and 
the towers of the Minsterin the distance. A nearer view of the west 
front of St. Mary’s Abbey is delicately and most accurately touched 
in. I have seen in the Whitworth Gallery in Manchester a drawing 
of the west front of York Minster attributed to Turner, but it is 
utterly incredible that the same hand which wrought the sketches 
of the arcade of the west front of St. Mary’s, nowat the Tate Gallery, 
was ever guilty of the clumsy, ignorant travesty of Gothic detail in 
that water-colour. The latter came, it 1s true, out of the collection 
of a great connoisseur, but there can be no doubt that he had blun- 
dered in accepting such an origin for a drawing one would rather 
attribute to Varley than to Turner. 

Very little else was done by Turner in York just then, though 
there was plenty to do. It makes the heart of a lover of the pic- 
turesque ache to turn over the pages of a book of old York pictures— 
say the etchings of old Cave—and to realise how much that was 
beautiful in York, both of ecclesiastical and domestic architecture, 
has been destroyed in the last century. The place teemed then 
with subjects. But the season was probably getting late, and Turner 
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did not linger. He passed on to Howden, where he sketched the 
ruins of its most interesting church. Then he probably caught a 
coach for Beverley, and gave its fine minster and the Percy tombs 
a couple of very rough and hasty drawings. 

The Yorkshire tour was now over, and Turner, travelling pre- 
sumably down to Hull, crossed the Humber, and is next heard of 
in Louth, Boston, and Stamford, whence he made his way back to 
London Jaden with nearly two hundred sketches. That vast store 
of materials was promptly turned to good account, as was seen in 
the next year’s exhibition of the Royal Academy. Of the nine works 
he contributed three were Yorkshire subjects, and all except one 
were the products of the northern tour. Among the water-colours 
were his fine studies of “ The Refectory of Kirkstall Abbey ’’—al- 
ready referred to—‘‘ The Dormitory and Transept of Fountains 
Abbey—-Evening,”’ and among the oil-paintings, one entitled ““Wines- 
dale, Yorkshire: An Autumnal Morning.’”’ Where is Winesdale ? 
the Yorkshireman may ask. The question must go unanswered. 
The picture is not now to be traced, and we cannot learn whether 
this non-existent dale was a mere blunder of the artist or of the 
printer of the catalogue, or whether the title was invented to cover 
a composition summarising those points which Turner thought to 
be the essential character of a Yorkshire dale. In later years he 
was fond of such creative exercises, but on this first tour he seems to 
have kept strictly to matters of fact in his sketches, though it was 
his habit, when making in the seclusion of his studio an exhibition 
drawing, to compress into one composition the material he had 
gathered from several points of view. I have several times suc- 
ceeded, with my photographs of sketches in my hand, in identifying 
to within a yard or two the spot on which a particular sketch was 
made. This is scarcely ever possible with his finished and engraved 
work. But in his water-colours, though the composition may be 
condensed, architecture is portrayed with sympathy and accuracy, 
and is invariably set in atmosphere and invested with poetic feeling. 
Strength and confidence in the use of colour was a growth of later 
date. The delicate handling of cloud and distant hillside, however, 
proclaimed Turner as already a master of his craft, and the members 
of the Royal Academy did honour to their perception of genius and 
their freedom from jealousy by promptly electing him as an Asso- 
ciate on the strength of his northern work. From this period of 
his life he had always, as he himself said, ‘‘as much work to do as 
my hands could execute.” 
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His association with Yorkshire was, however, to become much 
more intimate and affectionate in the years to come. 

Before considering that splendid mass of work which is usually 
meant when biographers speak of Turner’s “ Yorkshire series,’’ we 
may review some other associations of interest. In 1798, and again 
in 1799, Turner sketched in Wales, but in the latter year he extended 
his tour northwards into Lancashire to make some drawings for 
Whitaker’s “‘ History of the Parish of Whalley and Honor of 
Clitheroe.”” The enthusiastic topographer, to whom both Yorkshire 
and Lancashire owe so much, was at the beginning of his career as 
an author. He had just settled himself as perpetual curate of the 
church he had built at his own cost at his native village of Holme, 
over the brow from Todmorden, and he had nearly completed his 
first book. The birth of a first book is a great event in a man’s life, 
and the antiquary eagerly sought an artist worthy of illustrating 
it. Thus Turner was introduced to him by Thomas Edwards, the 
famous bookbinder and bookseller of Halifax. That Edwards 
should so early have recognised Turner’s genius is not remarkable, 
for he was himself a thorough artist, and a book bound by him was 
the perfection of craftsmanship and the delight of the aristocratic 
“bibliomaniacs ’’ of those book-loving days. It is not surprising 
that Mr. Walter Fawkes, of Farnley, who was soon to be one of 
Turner’s best patrons, had a great appreciation of Edwards’ work, 
and the ties between the patron and the bookbinder became so in- 
timate that,—as I have been told by my friend, Mr. T. W. Hanson, 
of Halifax,—Thomas Edwards’ eldest son was christened ‘‘ Walter 
Fawkes Edwards,” and Mr. Fawkes himself was one of the sponsors. 
Mr. Hanson recognised at Farnley as Edwards’ work a prayer-book 
which belonged to the second Mrs. Walter Fawkes—bound in Etrus- 
can calf with a fore-edge painting—and he tells me that many of 
the books in the library are, he believes, also by Edwards. It 
seems just possible that Turner and Fawkes were first brought to- 
gether by Edwards. But several busy years were to pass before 
Turner became acquainted with Farnley itself. 

In the year 1801 Turner came again to Yorkshire to see something 
of the North Riding and the Coast. The visit was but the prelimin- 
ary of an extended Scottish tour. He kept in his sketch-book on 
this excursion a little account of his disbursements, from which 
it appears that at Helmsley, where he made his first halt, his hotel 
bill was 17s.; at Pickering he spent 8s. 6d.; at Scarborough 
£1 17s. 3d. At Whitby—which he spelled ‘“Wit ’’—-his expenses were 
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{1 12s. 6d.; and at Guisborough—contracted to “ Gis ”’—he paid 
-8s. A five-pound note went a long way in Yorkshire in those days, 
for Turner seems to have secured no fewer than 116 sketches for 
the money. At Helmsley he made some half a dozen studies of 
Rievaulx Abbey, including that which he afterwards worked up 
for the “ Liber Studiorum.” At Pickering he made a number of 
small sketches of noimportance of the castle, but his most interesting 
drawing here was one of the town with the bridge in the foreground. 
It is a view which is altogether spoiled now by the interposition of 
the railway and the railway buildings, but in Turner’s time it was a 
charming composition. At Scarborough and along the coast Turner 
seems to have given most of his attention on this part of the excur- 
sion to the study of waves breaking on the rocky shore, and a stout 
bundle of chalk drawings on grey paper with remarkable modernity 
of character shows how constantly he was at work. The quaint 
villages which are nowadays the delight of the artist he hardly 
noticed, but he made several drawings, hasty but effective, of Whitby 
and its old Abbey, which then had its tower intact. 

The short-lived peace with Napoleon which was effected in the 
autumn of 1801 opened to Englishmen a field of new attractions 
upon the Continent, and Turner eagerly seized the opportunity to 
see something of the wonders of Switzerland in the ensuing spring. 
Mr. Ruskin has fancied—and the idea has passed into the common 
material of all biographers of Turner—that, the painter’s first con- 
ceptions of mountain scenery having, as it was erroneously thought, 
been taken from Yorkshire, its rounded hills and broken limestone 
scars formed a type in his mind to which he sought to conform even 
the scenery of Switzerland. It would be difficult to prove such a 
proposition, for the early Swiss drawings show no untrue approxi- 
mation to the Yorkshire hill-forms, and, moreover, Turner himself 
had really seen but little hitherto of the Yorkshire dale scenery. 
The eye of the geologist, however, detects alike in Yorkshire hill- 
sides and in many Swiss valleys certain similarities, especially that 
precipitous slope low down on the hill-side which he knows to be 
due to a common cause—the planing and moulding action of great 
glaciers which once filled the valleys. And it is by no means un- 
likely that the observant eye of Turner noticed—and noticing, 
exaggerated—this common form without any of the emotional 
reminiscences of Wharfeside of Ruskin’s fancy. “He sees things 
in my pictures,” said Turner of Ruskin once, “ that I’ve never seen 
in them,” and this may be an instance, 
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When the resumption of the war put an end to Continental 
travel, Turner was occupied for several years with the tremendous 
labours of the “ Liber Studiorum.”’ So that it was not for seven 
or eight years that he found opportunity for another visit to York- 
shire. The date is difficult to determine, but it must have been 
somewhere about 1808 or the following years. He reached York- 
shire by way of Lichfield and Manchester, taking this course possibly 
to see Dr. Whitaker, to whose “ History of Craven,” then in hand, 
he was supplying a picture of Fountains Abbey. He seems to have 
_ hesitated then as to his road over the Pennines, for he set out in his 
sketch-book two itineraries. One was over Blackstone Edge by 
way of Halifax and Bradford—he called it “ Bradfield ’’—to Otley, 
and the other reaching the same end by way of the Saddleworth 
Moors, Huddersfield, Morley, and Leeds. 

Probably the desire to have another look at Kirkstall Abbey led 
him to take the latter course. His affection for Kirkstall endured 
for many years, and he never tired of drawing it. Beside the nine 
studies he took away on the first occasion, he made fifteen on this 
second visit. About 1816 he came again and secured twenty-one 
sketches, and eighteen were made on some subsequent occasion— 
probably about 1824. So that, in addition to any drawings of the 
place which he may have sold, the collection at the Tate Gallery 
contains no fewer than sixty-six sketches of Kirkstall by Turner. 
One may venture to express a personal hope that some day, perhaps, 
the Thoresby Society, which has given antiquaries so much enlighten- 
ment on the history and architecture of the noble ruin, may find 
it possible to put into the hands of its members a little volume of 
Turner’s Kirkstall pictures. It would present a curious epitome of 
the development of the genius of that artist in the medium of pencil- 
work, and would add a touch of poetry to the stern fact of chartu- 
lary and architectural description in the society’s ‘‘ Publications.” 

This tour of 1808, if that was actually the year, brought Turner for 
the first time as a visitor to Farnley Hall, and initiated that intimate 
connection with the place which is now a cherished memory. There 
has been some speculation as to when and how the link was first 
forged between the painter and this cultured and genial country 
squire, but apparently the acquaintance began in London where 
Mr. Fawkes had a town house and a collection of pictures. As early 
as 1804 he seems to have been a purchaser of some of Turner’s Swiss 
drawings. In 1806 he was a subscriber to an engraving after one 
of Turner’s paintings, and this visit to Yorkshire, whatever may 
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have been its date,—1808, 1809, or even 1810—was apparently due 
to a commission to Turner to paint some of the scenery about 
Farnley. At any rate there is a note in his sketch-book diary of this © 
time of pictures to be done for Mr. Fawkes including drawings of 
Bolton, Barden, Gordale, Farnley, and Weathercote. For these 
and some more Swiss drawings Turner was paid £10 each—a price 
which may make the mouth water of the collector of to-day, but it 
is a price which there is no doubt was at that time a very satisfactory 
remuneration for the young artist’s labour. 

In later times the collection was gradually increased until, when 
Thornbury wrote his “ Life of Turner,’ he catalogued as existing 
at Farnley seven oil paintings, seventeen drawings of English sub- 
jects, seventeen of Swiss scenery, nine of Italy, thirty-four sketches 
of the Farnley property, and two of the immediately adjoining 
lands, twenty drawings of birds which frequented the woods, the 
meadows and the moors of Farnley, fifty-one drawings of the Rhine, 
and fourteen other pictures by the same hand—a magnificent col- 
lection altogether unequalled by any other connoisseur. In 18g0 
a selection was sold at Christie’s to the value of over £24,000, but 
there are still at Farnley a substantial number of pictures and 
drawings of Turner’s, though it is no longer true that the collection 
includes, as Mr. Ruskin said truly in his day, ‘‘all the best of Turner’s 
early work.’’ Much, it is feared, has already gone to America. 

In 1809 Turner came again to the North on his way to Cumber- 
land, but he kept to the Lancashire road, though he came within a 
mile or two of the county boundary to sketch at Whitewell—that 
lovely, but to Yorkshire folk, little-known spot on the Upper Hodder. 

We do not trace him in the North again until 1812, when he came 
once more to Farnley. It was the sporting season and the painter 
accompanied the parties to the moors. Sometimes he took a gun 
himself, but he was probably more interested in the fine scenery of 
those heights and the picturesque material of the groups of figures. 
At any rate, he contrived to take to the moors with him a huge 
sketch-book, a foot by eighteen inches in dimensions, and to make 
much use of it. A picture, carefully finished in colour, of Mr. 
Fawkes’ luncheon tent is at Farnley, and in the Tate Gallery is one 
showing the tents and busy figures, and on the foreground to assist 
memory on details are the words “dogs, guns, game, and ale barrel.” 
He scoured the neighbouring country, too, for pictures, and we hear 
of sketches at Rawdon, Guiseley, and other villages. He made 
many sketches from the Chevin, and his work of this period includes 
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some of the most charming of the smaller drawings at Farnley. 
Altogether, despite the grouse, he made such good use of his time that 
after this visit he found it necessary to set aside in his studio a special 
portfolio for his drawings of ‘“‘ Warfdale,” as, with characteristic 
illiteracy, he spelt the name. 

In 1815 he was certainly again in Yorkshire studying many 
subjects for the Farnley collection. Probably about this time he 
painted the picture of Bolton Abbey still at Farnley, and that still 
finer picture which was formerly in the collection of Mr..George 
Salting, and by his munificence has become national property. These 
are Turner’s considered judgments upon Bolton. To come in contact 
with his more immediate impressions we must turn to his sketches. 
Here we have touched in very tenderly in outline Turner’s crisp im- 
pression of Bolton Abbey from down stream, Bolton Abbey from 
up stream, Bolton Abbey from across the river, Bolton Abbey seen 
through the oaks, and so on. On one rapid drawing he has written 
on the water a hardly legible comment on the “ beautiful riple ”’— 
though possibly the last word is a contraction of “reflection ’’— 
a reminder he made good use of when years afterwards he came to 
draw from i1t—and from the stores of that wonderful memory—the 
drawing of Bolton for the ‘‘ England and Wales.’ It is a curious 
commentary on Ruskin’s exposition of the realism of “‘ The Shores 
of Wharfe,’’ which he reproduced in ‘‘ Modern Painters,” and es- 
pecially of this “unique expression’’ of ’’ the eddies of a slow 
mountain stream, pausing in treacherous depth beneath the hollowed 
rocks,’ that it should thus have been almost wholly drawn from 
memory and imagination. 

From Farnley apparently Turner set out for a tour in the dales. 
Crossing the hill from Wharfedale, he first sketched Spofforth Castle, 
Plumpton Rocks, and the great oak at Cowthorpe, and then passed 
on to York, where he made fourteen drawings. In one of his sketch- 
books of this period he makes note of the address of the Black Horse, 
the Pavement, at York, which I suppose to have been his headquar- 
ters in the city. Then he followed up the Ouse, sketching as he 
went, past Boroughbridge and Aldborough, to Knaresborough, to 
Ripon and Fountains again, and proceeded as far North as Jervaulx 
Abbey and Middleham Castle. It was on this visit apparently that 
he drew a picture of the outskirts of Leeds, which was afterwards 
lithographed by J. D. Harding. He made also a number of other 
sketches of Leeds from near and afar, 
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For the ensuing years we have more reliable evidence of the 
dates of Turner’s visits to Farnley. In 1816 Mr. Fawkes married 
a second wife, and that lady kept a brief diary of the visitors to 
Farnley. All the extracts which relate to Turner have been pub- 
lished by Mr. Finberg in the introduction to his splendid volume of 
reproductions in colour of some of the chief water-colours in Farnley 
Hall. How Turner, who had a keen eye for processes of repro- 
duction, would have rejoiced in the possibility of making colour- 
prints with so much vitality and accuracy as those in that splendid 
monument of the Farnley collection ! 

The summer of 1816, when it seemed as if all England was 
streaming off to the Continent to visit Waterloo and the great 
rivers, quaint towns and snow-clad mountains so long closed to 
English eyes, saw Turner again occupied at Farnley. It has been 
stated that he was at Farnley the whole summer, but he evidently 
spared two months for a very long tour. The ever-active brain 
of Dr. Whitaker projected now a great history of Yorkshire in about 
seven folio volumes, and Turner was to illustrate it. A description 
of the castle and town of Richmond and of the wide district known 
of old as Richmondshire, was to be the first section of this work, and 
it was, in fact, all that Dr. Whitaker lived to complete. 

It marks the subordination of the part which Turner played that 
the artist was not trusted to make his own choice of subjects. A 
committee of three reliable persons made a tour of the district, 
soit is asserted, and picked out the good things, and Turner, although 
he was now not only a full member but a professor of the Royal 
Academy, did the best he could with their choice. The story is a 
little difficult to believe. At all events, as Hamerton hinted, the 
committee could have little thought of the days when folk would 
treasure the History of Richmondshire, not for Whitaker’s learning, 
nor the pedigrees of the county families, but for the twenty illustra- 
tions by Turner with which it was embellished. And Messrs. Long- 
man, who regarded Turner as “a great Jew’”’ for asking {40 each 
for his drawings, could not, of course, foresee the day when almost 
any one of the series would be worth double the price paid for the 
whole twenty. 

Setting out on horseback from his now established headquarters 
—Famley Hall—on Wednesday, July 17th, 1816, the painter 
accompanied Mr. and Mrs. Fawkes upon a visit to Browsholme in 
Bowland, which they reached by way of Skipton. Five sketches 
of Skipton town and four of its castle were made, From Brows- 
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holme the Trough of Bowland was visited, and though the weather 
was very bad,as Mrs. Fawkes’ diary shows, the party rode and drove 
forward to Malham and Gordale. Nearly all the sketches which Turner 
made were in a little sketch-book no larger than an ordinary church 
prayer-book, and they were touched in very slightly. To have 
before one these shorthand notes, for they are little more, and the 
finished pictures on the engravings from them is to be astonished 
at the tenacity of the painter’s memory and the fertility of the 
painter’s imagination. 

Leaving his friends here at Gordale Turner climbed over the hill 
into Upper Wharfedale, sketched Kilnsey Crag, then passed by 
Cray Gill, which he sketched with a man on horseback—perhaps 
himself—to give scale to its steep slopes. He must have climbed 
over the Stake Pass down to Semerwater, for on one page of this 
tiny sketch-book he set down the outline of the hills about Semer- 
water, and the big boulder at its foot—material which he subse- 
- quently worked up for his fine picture of ‘‘ Simmer Lake, near 
Askrigg.”” The waterfalls of the valley interested him. Tiny as 
it is, I don’t know a more charming drawing than his sketch of Mill 
Gill. Truly in freedom of hand a great advance had been made 
since his 1797 tour. Then he went on to Richmond, where he was 
on July 31st, for he wrote thence to a friend, ‘‘ Weather miserably 
wet. Ishall be web-foot like a drake—excepting the curled feather 
—but I must proceed northward. Adieu.’ Before proceeding 
northward, however, he must have explored Swaledale, at least as 
far as Marrick Abbey and Grinton. Then came Teesdale. Three 
years earlier Scott had published his “ Rokeby,” 


Giving each rock its storied tale, 
Pouring a lay for every dale, 


and Turner was too wideawake for possibilities to pass this time 
Rokeby and “ Brignal’s bonny bank’”’ without several sketches. 
His exact itinerary seems a little in doubt, for Turner was not very 
careful on this occasion as to the page at which he opened his little 
sketch-book. A drawing of Bowes might suggest that he crossed 
Stainmoor, but an anecdote which has been preserved of his losing 
his way, of going ten miles out of his proper path, and of horse 
and rider being bogged in the wild moors at the head of Tees leads 
one to suppose that he may have made the difficult crossing from 
Cauldron Snout to High Cup Nick, though neither of those places 
is sketched. But the anecdote relates that Turner on this wild ride 
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nearly had to spend the night on the moors, so that there may have 
been little light for drawing those very picturesque scenes. 

At all events he came down to Appleby, and I believe that he 
then went on to Penrith, and through the Lake District once more, 
coming down to Grange-over-Sands and crossing Morecambe Bay 
at low water, and so went on to Heysham, and thence by way of 
Kirkby Lonsdale back to Yorkshire. Two hundred and seventy- 
five sketches are the product of this tour, and he covered between 
leaving Farnley and reaching his coach at Léeds no less than two 
hundred and fifty miles of ground within Yorkshire itself, apart 
from the long Lancashire, Westmorland, and Cumberland dales. 
It must have been with a sense of duty done that Turner took his 
seat on the coach, tipped the guard at Leeds one shilling, another 
at Scrooby eighteenpence, and still another farther on a shilling, 
filled his flask with brandy at Grantham (cost rs. 6d.), and watched 
sunset and sunrise—he who had ‘‘seen more sunrises than all the 
other artists in England put together,”’ till London was reached. 

The number of fine drawings which were elaborated from the 
material collected on this tour is difficult to calculate. It is interest- 
ing to Yorkshiremen to remember that many of those Richmond- 
shire drawings afterwards became the property of John Marshall, 
the head of the great Leeds firm of linen manufacturers, who had, a 
few years earlier (1807), entertained Wordsworth, and, taking him 
on a picnic to Bolton Priory, had inspired “The White Doe of 
Rylstone.’’ It was indeed the expressed hope of some art-lovers of 
the time that Turner might be induced to bring out an illustrated 
edition of ‘‘ The White Doe,”’ but by the time that such an enterprise 
was practicable circumstances had changed. The illustrated edition 
which eventually appeared—after Turner’s death—was mainly the 
work of Birket Foster. Another of the drawings of this 1816 tour 
was subsequently commissioned by “ C. Cope, of 29, Park Square, 
Leeds,’’ and Turner makes a note that it is to be finished by the 
31st of December, 1825. I believe this was a picture of Settle. 
At all events there is in a large sketch-book of this period a very 
beautiful drawing of the old town, its quaint shambles standing 
backed by the Castleberg, and with the pack-horse bridge which 
crossed the Ribble near Giggleswick as a conspicuous object in the 
foreground. The old bridge still stands, but it has lost its old 
saddleback character by the making up of embankments at the 
ends, and it has been widened, as is quite apparent if one will 
study the underside of the arch from the water’s edge. 
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In 1817 Turner did not work in Yorkshire but he visitedit. He 
had been making a tour on the Rhine, and according to Thornbury 
he landed at Hull and came forward to Farnley. From the evi- 
dences of the sketch-books it seems more probable that he landed at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, for he was occupied much in Durham and in a 
visit to Raby Castle on the Tees before he reached Farnley. At all 
events when he did reach Wharfedale he brought down to Farnley 
the very beautiful series of Rhine sketches which were lately one of 
the chief glories of the Farnley collection. Mr. Fawkes promptly 
became the possessor of the entire series for £500. The tradition 
is that the pictures were produced by Turner and the deal con- 
cluded by Mr. Fawkes before Turner had even taken his overcoat 
off upon his arrival. 

In 1822 Turner went up to Scotland to see the visit of King 
George the Fourth to Edinburgh—playing Prince Charlie with the 
Great Unknown (the author of the Waverley Novels) as his Baron 
Bradwardine—as Lockhart put it. Whether Turner was actually 
on the “ Royal George ’’ which brought the monarch may perhaps 
be doubted, but he, too, came up by sea, apparently by a coasting 
ship, for the journey gave him time to sketch Spurn Point, and 
make notes on Scarborough, Flamborough Head, Robin Hood’s 
Bay, Whitby and Mulgrave, some of the drawings coming in 
usefully a few years later when “ The Ports of England ”’ series of 
mezzotint engravings by Lupton was prepared. 

After the intimacy with the good squire of Farnley was fully 
established there were few years when Turner did not spend some 
part of the summerin Yorkshire. But in 1825 Walter Fawkes died. 
The death was a great blow to Turner, and he never could bring him- 
self again to visit Farnley, nor could he speak in the after years of 
his friend without his eyes filling with tears. On one of his un- 
finished studies entitled “‘ Wreck of East Indiaman,” is the affec- 
tionate note, “ Beginning for dear Fawkes of Farnley.” 

Thereafter Yorkshire saw Turner no more, save for a brief ex- 
ception in 1830, when he went to Scotland again to prepare for the 
illustrated edition of Scott’s Poems pictures of the country which 
Sir Walter loved better than any scene on earth. This journey 
gave Turner the opportunity to spend a few hours once more at 
Barnard Castle and Rokeby. It was the period of his highest 
exaltation as a landscape poet and colourist, and rapidly as they 
were achieved the half-dozen pictures of that last glimpse of 
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Yorkshire are among the sweetest memorials of his affection for 
the county. 

We have but one more Yorkshire association to record. For 
years Walter Fawkes was wont to send to Turner at Christmas time 
a goose-pie—a dainty for which his kitchen was famed. For 
twenty-five years after his father’s death Mr. Fawkes’ son main- 
tained the custom and regularly ‘‘ Mother Goose,” as the painter 
jocularly termed the present, came to the lonely London house to 
remind him of days gone by. The twenty-sixth goose-pie had been 
prepared and awaited despatch to London when in December, 1851, 
news reached Farnley of the death of the painter. 


The Family of CAridlesford or CQoodlestord. 


By G T. CLAY, FSA 


Se 

The vill of Woodlesford in the parish of Rothwell gave its name 
to a family of some distinction, concerning which certain records 
of the 12th and 13th centuries are available.} , 

Samson de Wridlesford appears in the list compiled by Mr. Richard 
Holmes as Steward to Robert de Lascyin 1190.2 He is followed by 
Ivo (or Eudo) de Lungvillers in 1192 and Adam de Reineville in 
1193. These dates and the order of these holders of the steward- 
ship must, however, be regarded as subject to modification. In 
the first place, Holmes assumes that Henry de Lascy, Robert’s 
father, died in 1187, and that therefore Robert’s tenure of the 
Pontefract fee lasted for six years only until his death in 1193. 
But Henry de Lascy died in 1177,3 and consequently Robert held the 
fee for sixteen years, from that year until r193. This considerably 
widens the period during which Samson de Wridlesford may have 
held office as Steward, in the absence of any dated document where 
he is described as such. In the second place, there are only two 
documents‘ in Mr. Farrer’s collection of charters relating to the 
Lascy fee or in the Pontefract Chartulary in which Samson appears 
as Steward; and the period of these is given by Farrer as c. 1180-93 
and c. 1185-93. There is, therefore, no apparent ground for fixing 
the year r1go0 for Samson’s term of office, without some qualification. 

Of the other two holders of the office under Robert de Lascy, of 
whom there is record, Eudes de Longvilers attested as Steward two 

1“ The ancient name of [Woodlesford] appears to have been Wrigglesford, 
Wriglesforth, or Wriglesworth, for it has all these names in the Rothwell 
parish registers ’’ (Banks, Walks about Wakefield, p. 200). Even as late as 
1722, he adds, the name is written Wrigglesworth. The earliest form appears 
to have been Wridelesford; see Goodall, Place-names of South-West Yorkshire, 
1913, p. 304, where the earliest date given for the “g”’ is 1327; but, as will 


be seen below, an earlier example occurs in 1308-9. There is no information 
concerning the family in Batty’s History of Rothwell. 


2 Pontefract Chartulary, vol. i, p. 316. 

3 Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, vol. ill, p. 199. Robert de Lascy was 
paying his fine for relief in 24 Henry II (Pipe Roll for that year, p. 72). 

4 Farrer, op. cit., no. 1521 (Pontefract Chartulary, no. 9); and Farrer, no. 
1818. 
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Pontefract charters which can be dated c. 1192.1 And as Adam de 
Rainevill was certainly Steward to Henry de Lascy in 1177,? and 
also held the office under Robert de Lascy,? it seems probable that 
he continued in office on Robert’s accession to the fee, and that 
his stewardship therefore occurred in the early period of Robert’s 
tenure. From these facts the most that can be deduced is that 
Samson de Wridlesford held office as Steward to Robert de Lascy, 
probably in the middle or late period of Robert’s tenure, and that 
his term of office was subsequent to that of Adam de Rainevill. 

There is still in existence an original charter of Samson’s among 
Mr. Clarke-Thornhill’s collection of Fixby deeds, in which he granted 
to William the clerk of Fekesbi fourteen acres of land in that vill.4 
This deed is in beautiful preservation, and, having regard to the list 
of witnesses, can be dated as earlier than 1202.° 

A collection of other references to Samson de Wridlesford will 
be found in Appendix II to this paper. He was alive in 1202, and 
probably survived as late as 1210. 

The next member of the Wridlesford family to be noticed is 
Walter de Wridlesford, who attested a quitclaim by William Vavasor 
to the brethren of the Hospital of Jerusalem, of date c. 1218-24.° 
There is nothing to prove, though it seems a probable hypothesis, 
that he was son of Samson; but his generation appears to fall be- 
tween Samson’s and that of Sir John de Wridlesford; and, as will 
be suggested below, he may have been the latter’s uncle. 

For Sir John de Wridlesford there is a definite date; for at 
Martinmas, 1246, he attested an agreement.’ He granted to Kirk- 
stall an annual rent of 12s. from the mill of Farnley, with his body 
for burial, by way of testament: this charter was subsequently 
produced by the Abbot of Kirkstall as plaintiffin an assize of novel 
disseisin against Robert de Nevile and Joan his wife touching rents 
in Cleckheaton and Farnley, in Michaelmas term, 1348.8 He at- 
tested a grant by John de Lascy, Earl of Lincoln, to John Montbegon 
and his assigns, to wit William de Beaumont should he so desire, 

1 Chartulary, nos. 240, 486, 

a-Atror, NO, L020, 


3 Pontefract Chartulary, nos. 5, 427. 


4 Box I, Parcel XI, Bundle A-1 (b). For a transcript see below in Appen- 
dix i: 

5 The first witness, Henry de Eland, was dead in 1202 (Yorkshire Fines, 
no. 36, Surtees Society, vol. xciv). 


6 Yorkshire Record Series, vol. 1xi, p.- 63. 
7 Calverley Charters, no. 43. 
8 Kirkstall Coucher, no. 379. 
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of landin Whitley, c. 1232-40.1 He was party to a fine with Henry 
son of Henry de Swillington touching a bovate in Swillington, 
whereof a plea was between them in the court of Sir Robert Stapleton 
at Pontefract by the occasion of the custody of the land and heir 
of Sir William de Swillington.? Lastly, there is an original charter 
in Mr. Clarke-Thornhill’s Fixby deeds in which John de Wyrdlesford 
granted to Michael de Bertwys’ (Briestwistle) and his wife Maud, 
the grantor’s sister, all his land of Fekesby with manorial rights, at 
the rent of a pound of wax to the chapel of St. Helen of Farnley.® In 
view of the witnesses, the date can be placed c. 1240-50; and the 
fact that both Ralph de Horbury and Walter de Ludham, the 
Stewards of the Warenne and the Lascy fees, attested indicates 
the importance of the grant, and emphasises the connection of the 
Wridlesford family with both fees—as, indeed, is illustrated by the 
two vills of Fixby and Farnley. 

Sir John de Wridlesford probably died in or before 1249. It is 
possible that the Isabella de Wrydelesford who in 1254 held of Sir 
John de Longvillers in Farnley 5 bovates, 104 acres with g tofts at 
the rent of 18d., for her life with reversion to the heirs of Sir John 
de Longvillers,* was his widow. 

Almost certainly his successor, and probably his son,* was 
Walter de Wridlesford, concerning whom some interesting facts 
are available. In Hilary term, 34 Henry III (1249-50), he was 


1 Whitaker, Loidis and Elmete, p. 343. 


2 Thoresby Society, vol. xv, Miscellanea, p. 190, quoting a paper “‘ Swilling- 
ton of Swillington,’’ by A.E.W. in Herald and Genealogist, 1867. 

3 Box I, Parcel XI, Bundle A-1 (a); there is a seal attached with the device 
of a conventional cross and the legend SIGIL .. I[OHANNI]S DE RILEFORD. 
For a transcript see below in Appendix I. The chapel is not, as stated in 
Yorks. Arch. Journal, vol. vii, p. 137”, “‘ St. Elen’s chantry at Almondbury ”’ 
(Farnley being wrongly identified as Farnley Tyas), but that of Farnley in the 
parish of Leeds. 

4 Extent of the lands of Sir John de Longvillers, 1254; Yorks. Inq., vol. i, 
Pp: 43: 

5 The recent publication of a deed (Yorks. Deeds, vol. ili, no. 86) gives rise 
to a point of much difficulty. In this deed a Walter de Wirdlesford quitclaims 
to John de Lungvillers all the land that his nephew (nepos), John de Wirdles- 
ford, formerly held in Farnelay. The date is c. 1246-58. 

At first sight it would appear that Sir John de Wridlesford’s successor was 
not ason Walter, but an uncle Walter. But I am inclined to suggest that the 
Walter of the fine was a man of superior status to, and not identical with, the 
Walter of this deed, who refers to Sir John de Longvillers as his lord. The 
latter may be identical with the Walter living c. 1218-24, referred to in the 
text above; and, when the transactions between Walter (? son of John) and 
Sir John de Longvillers and Edmund de Lascy had been completed, he put in 
some claim to the Farnley land on his own account; in respect of this claim 
he may have approached the Jew, mentioned in the deed, and his claim may 
have been disposed of by the arrangements detailed therein. But the point 
is at present undoubtedly obscure. 
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plaintiff against John de Lungvillers touching one carucate and 67 
acres of land in Farneley, as his right; John came and asked for a | 
view thereof; a day was given in three weeks from Trinity! Even- 
tually a fine was levied, as follows :— 


Quindene of Michaelmas, 34 Henry III. Walter de 
Wridelesford, quer., John de Lungeuilers, def., of one carucate 
and 67 acres in Farleg’. John acknowledges the said land 
to be the right of Walter. For this acknowledgment and 
fine Walter granted to John 3 carucates, 3 bovates and 600 
acres of wood in Farleg,’ to hold to John of the chief lords 
Olmiiicetce 


In Trinity term of the same year Walter was plaintiff against 
William de Rye and Hawise his wife touching 2 carucates of land 
in Gildusme (Gildersome).? ; 

With regard to Farnley Walter disposed of land there to Edmund 
de Lascy direct, in addition to the land which he granted to John 
de Longvillers; possibly this was the remainder of his land in the 
vill which he had successfully claimed against the latter. Thus, 
Edmund de Lascy on Sept. 21, 1251, granted to John de Longevilers 
all his land of Farnelay which he, the grantor, had bought of Walter 
Cem Titel es 

Indeed it seems more than likely that Walter disposed of all 
his Yorkshire property about this time. Throwing light on this, 
there 1s a piece of evidence from quite an unexpected quarter. In 
a plea in Michaelmas term, 6 Edward II, relating to the county of 
Sussex, there is mention, as a matter of past history, of a quitclaim 
by Ralph de Writlesford, brother and heir of Walter de Writlesford, 
of his right in a messuage and land in Cokefeld (Cuckfield) and Bolene 
(Bolney).2 Now Cuckfield was a manor of the Warenne fee in Sussex. 
It seems a plausible theory that Walter de Wridlesford migrated 
from Yorkshire to Sussex, perhaps at the instigation of John de 
Warenne, of whose Yorkshire fee his family had held land in the vill 
of Fixby.® Certain it is that a family of de Wyrtleford was holding 

1Curna Regis Roll, no. 138, m. 9. 

2 Feet of Fines, Case 264, File 41, no. 36. 

5’ Curia Regis Roll, no. 141, m. 10d. 

4 Yorks. Deeds, vol. 1, no. 187. 

5 Placitorum Abbreviatio, p. 315. 


6 For a similar migration from one portion of the scattered possessions of 
a tenant-in-chief to another, compare the case of Henry de la Welde, who 
came from Buckinghamshire to Toothill, a hamlet bordering on Fixby, c. 1313 
(Yorks. Deeds, vol. iii, App. III). 
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land at Cuckfield at the end of the thirteenth century; and references 
concerning them and their litigation occur between 1291 and 1308.! 

If, however, this migration of the main branch of the family took 
place, a younger branch appears to have remained in Yorkshire, 
inhabiting Haddlesey in the parish of Birkin. Thus a John de 
Wridelford of Hathelsay was a juror on the inquisition made con- 
cerning the lands of John de Cawood in 1267-87; and also on the 
inquisition made concerning lands in West Haddlesey in the custody 
of Nicholas de Stapelton in 1280%; while a John de Wrigelesford 
attested a grant of land in Haddlesey in 1308-9.4 

In the light of the foregoing facts and hypotheses this fragment 
of genealogy results: 














[born ¢. 1150] Samson de Wridlesford, 
Steward to Robert de Lascy ; 
died ¢. 1210 
| | 
ie..1175] Pek crt etius he eae Walter de Wridlesford ; 
: living c. 1218-24 ; 
[?] living ¢. 1250 
Pat | | 
[¢. 1200] Sir John de Wridlesford ;=[?] Isabella ; Maud== Michael de 
died c. 1249 ; living 1254 Briest wistle 
é : : land in Fixby 
| | 
[c. 1225] Walter de Wridlesford ; Ralph ; 
[?] migrated from Yorkshire heir to his brother ; 
to Sussex ¢c. 1251 land in Cuckfield, 
co. Sussex 
§ 2. 


The name of Walter de Ridelisford® is of frequent occurrence in 
the Calendar of Documents, Iveland, 1171-1251, and in Mr. G. H. 
Orpen’s Ireland under the Normans. 

In 1171 he is mentioned as one of the principal followers of 
Strongbow®; and it was in that year that Hugh de Lascy the elder 


1 Sussex Archeological Collections, vol. xl, pp. 187, 188. 
* Yorks. Inq., vol. 1, p. 105. 

240.; Pp. 209. 

4 Yorks. Arch. Journal, vol. xvi, p. 93. 


5 The name also appears as Rideleford, Ridellesford, and Ridelusford. I 
take this opportunity of recording my thanks to Mr. A. E. Stamp, of the Public 
Record Office, who drew my attention to the references used in this section; 
and to Mr. W. Paley Baildon for his invariable kindness in giving me help and 
advice on several points arising out of this paper. 


“Orpen, Voli, ps 226. 
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accompanied King Henry II to Ireland! Walter was granted 
considerable tracts of land, including Bray in the county of Wicklow, 
by Strongbow as the representative of the crown.” He held 20 
knights’ fees in the south of Kildare; and a castle was erected for 
him at Tristerdermoth (Castledermot) in 1181.3 In 1200 he gave 
20 marks to the King for confirmation of his lands and hunting h- 
cences in Ireland; this payment was, however, cancelled, as Walter’s 
original charter was at the time under suspicion. In 1213 he was 
granted licences to hold a weekly market in his vill of Bray,® and to 
catch foxes and hares in the King’s forest in Ireland.* He frequently 
attested royal and other charters; thus, in 1215, he attested a char- 
ter of King John to the citizens of Dublin,” and, as Sir Walter de 
Ridelisford, he appears as a witness to deeds of date 1212-27.8 He 
was a benefactor of the nuns of St. Mary of Grane, for there is a royal 
confirmation, in 1207, of his grant to them of 21 carucates and of 
other benefits, including all benefices of churches and chapels in his 
barony of Bray, the church of Tristeldermot with its tithes and 
benefices, and the tenths of the expenditure of his house in meat, 
drink and everything belonging to his table.® He also made grants 
to St. Mary’s Abbey, Dublin.1° And among the witnesses to these 
was one Haket de Ridelusford. But of greater interest is the men- 
tion in one of them of his wife Amabel. For this Amabel was the 
daughter of Henry, son of King Henry I, and the sister of Meiler 
Fitz Henry, who was Justiciar of Ireland, 1199-1208." 

From this marriage was probably born Walter de Ridelisford 
the younger. In 1221 Walter de Ridelisford with many others 
was the recipient of a letter from the King, stating that since the 
death of King John the crown had received nothing in respect of 
the revenues of Ireland, and that Geoffrey de Marisco, the Justiciar, 


DOrpenjevoliisp. 250. 

251 De te 300: 

Aad dae Ve val sy 

‘Calendar, no. 143. There is no indication as to when Walter died unless 


this entry suggests the year 1200; and some of the references in the text may 
refer to his successor of the same name. . 


SD O47 1. 

CD, 10.0470. 

* Chartulary of St. Mary's Abbey, Dublin (Rolls Series, 1884), vol. i, p. 272. 
8 Ib., vol. i, pp. 388-9. 

® Calendar, no, 355. 

10 Chartulary, vol. 1, pp. 29-30. 


11 Orpen, vol.i, p. 18; quoting the Chartulary, vol. i, p. 30. It seems almost 
certain that she was the wife of Walter the elder. 
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had therefore been deposed.t In 1224 Walter was in the service 
of the Earl of Pembroke, then Justiciar in Ireland? In 1226 he 
was granted a fair at Tristeldermot, until the King came of age.® 
In 1232 he was ordered to be present at the extent made in Ireland 
regarding the dower in that country of Eleanor, Countess of Pem- 
broke, the King’s sister. In 1235 he and Hugh de Lascy the 
younger were prominent in the campaign to enforce the submission 
of Connaught.® In the same year he and Hugh de Lascy, Earl of 
Ulster, both received letters of thanks from the King for their 
“service and for remaining faithful to the King while others recede 
from their fealty.”® He was granted the northern part of the 
barony of Clare, co. Galway.? He had two daughters and co- 
heiresses; the elder, Emeline, married, first, as his second wife, 
Hugh de Lascy the younger, Earl of Ulster, who died in 1243,8 and, 
secondly, Stephen Longespee; the younger, who died before her 
father, married Robert de Mariscis, and had issue a daughter Chris- 
tiana. Walter de Ridelisford apparently survived his son-in-law 
Hugh de Lascy, but died before May 16, 1244. At his death his 
heirs were his daughter Emeline and his grand-daughter Christiana. 
The following references throw light on this: | 


16 May, 1244. The Justiciar of Ireland was ordered to cause 
Emeline, Countess of Ulster, to have seisin of all the lands 
and tenements which descend to her by right of inheritance 
from Walter de Rydeleford, her father, whose heir she is, 
and to cause her to have her dower out of the lands and tene- 
ments in Ireland of Hugh late Earl of Ulster, her husband.?® 

16 Dec. 1244. The same ordered to enquire of what lands Walter 
de Rideleford, grandfather of Christiana, daughter and one 
of the heirs of Robert de Mariscis, was seised in fee at his 
death; what lands fell to the share of Christiana, and what 


1 Calendar, no. Ioor. 

2 Orpen, vol. ili, p. 44. 

3 Calendar, no. 1394. 

47b., no. 1950. 

5 Orpen, vol. iii, p.182. This Hugh de Lascy was a younger son of Hugh the 
elder, who had been enfeoffed in Meath by King Henry II and was killed in 
1186; Hugh the younger was created Earl of Ulster in 1205; 1b., vol. iii, p. 286, 
where there is a pedigree. There are biographies of both Hugh the elder and 
younger in Dict. Nat. Biog. . 

6 Calendar, no. 2285. 

* Orpen, volaii, p. 213. 

eL0., PDs 132, 194. 

*Catendar, no, 2663. Emeline dted in: 1276 (Orpen, vol. ui, p..265;. -vol, 
iV, P. 139). 
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to that of the Countess of Ulster, aunt of Christiana and wife 
of Stephen Longespee.} 

Oct.-Nov., 1248. Christiana, daughter of Robert de Mariscis, was 
almost 7 years old; her marriage and custody had been 
granted to Ebulo de Geneve.? 


The question now arises as to whether this sidelight on Norman- 
Irish affairs has any connection with the history of the family of 
Samson de Wridlesford. Three pieces of evidence, which might 
prompt a reply to this question in the affirmative, must not be lost 
sight of: (1) The name itself and the absence of any light which 
can be thrown on the origin of Walter de Ridelisford, the follower of 
Strongbow; (2) the Lascy connection’; (3) the Christian name of 
Walter. Coincidence does not establish a proof; but in this case the 
suggestion that some close connection existed between Samson, the 
Yorkshire tenant of the Lascy fee, and Walter, the successful adven- 
turer in Ireland, may be at least as difficult to disprove as to assert. 
From the point of view of chronology they appear to have been of 
the same generation. A further question almost obviously suggests 
itself. Was the Insh Walter a younger brother of the Yorkshire 
Samson ?4 

APPENDIX I. 


(or references see above.) 


I. Sclant omnes posteri et presentes quod ego Samson de 
Wridelesford dedi et concessi et hac presenti carta mea confirmavi 
Willelmo clerico de Fekesbi et heredibus suis pro homagio et servicio 
suo et pro dimidia marca argenti quam dedit michi de recognitione 
xill acras terre de essarto in boscho de Fekesbi et unam acram terre 
in campis de Fekesbi ubi faciet edificia sua vi acras terre videlicet 
inter Hackinge et Schalecloh et vii acres in Knauewellehirst tenendas 


1 Calendar, no. 2730. 

“Dx NOs, 2670, 290722 

3 It is supposed that Hugh de Lascy the elder who went to Ireland was son 
of Gilbert de Lascy, a second cousin of Henry de Lascy, lord of Pontefract; 
see Dict. Nat. Biog., vol. xxxi, pp. 375, 389. But there is at present no evi- 
dence to show a connection between Hugh de Lascy and the elder Walter 
before the latter went to Ireland. 


4 Mr. G. H. Orpen has very kindly informed me that he does not remember 
coming across any clue to the place of origin of Walter de Ridelisford. He 
has also referred me to a lengthy correspondence which took place in Notes 
and Queries, under the headings “ The identity of Emeline de Reddesford ”’ 
and “‘ Lesceline de Verdon,’’ between July 26, 1913, and Aug. 8, 1914; but 
this correspondence, which is mainly concerned with the identification of the 
two wives of Hugh de Lascy the younger, throws not the smallest light on the 
origin of the Ridelisford family. 
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de me et heredibus meis in feudo et hereditate libere et quiete in 
boscho et plano in pascuis in viis in semitis et in omnibus communi- 
tatibus et eisiamentis ad predictam villam de Fekesbi pertinentibus, 
reddendo michi et heredibus meis pro predicta terra annuatim 
xxvilid. pro servicio et exactione scilicet xiilid. ad Pentecosten 
et xuid. ad festum sancti Martini. Et ego et heredes mei waren- 
tizabimus prefato Willelmo et heredibus suis supradictam terram 
contra omnes homines. His testibus Henrico de Elandia, Hugone 
de Elandia, Roberto de Liuersege, Ricardo de Hiperum, Henrico 
filio Ricardi de Elandia, Roberto fratre suo, Gamelo de Fekesbi, 
Thoma filio suo, Ricardo filio Suani, Henrico fratre suo, Ivone 
Taleuaz, Roberto de Erdeslaue, Gileberto Grimbald, Johanne de 
Lindthait. 

2. Sciant omnes presentes et futuri quod ego Johannes de 
Wyrdlesford dedi concessi et hac presenti carta confirmavi Michaeli 
de Bertwys’ et uxori sue Matilde sorori mee et heredibus suis totam 
terram meam de Fekesby tam in dominiis quam in serviciis cum 
homagiis wardis releviis et eschaetis tenendam et habendam eisdem 
et heredibus suis vel eorum assignatis libere quiete pacifice et in- 
tegre sicut eam aliquando liberius tenui, reddendo inde annuatim 
capelle sancte Helene de Farnel’ unam libram cere ad unam ceream 
faciendam coram crucifixo ardentem et ad sustinendam unam 
lampadem coram altare beate virginis Marie in eadem capella sin- 
gulis annis ardentem ad missas et ad matitinas pro omnibus ser- 
viciis mihi et heredibus meis pertinentibus et faciendo domino capi- 
tali serviclum debitum tante terre pertinenti. Et ego dictus 
Johannes et heredes mei totam predictam terram cum omnibus 
pertinentiis suis libertatibus et aysiamentis dicte terre pertinentibus 
dictis Michaheli et Matilde et heredibus suis vel eorum assignatis 
pro prenominato redditu ubique et contra omnes homines waranti- 
zabimus adquietabimus et defendemus inperpetuum. His testibus, 
Radulfo de Orbyri tunc senescallo Johannis de War’, Waltero de 
Lud’ tunc senescallo Edmundi de Lascy, Johanne de Thornhil, 
Thoma de Orbyri, Ada de Prest’, Matheo de Sepel’, Willelmo Bellom’ 
et aliis. 

APPENDIX II. 
SAMSON DE WRIDLESFORD: 
Held land in Pudsey (Yorks. Rec. Ser., 1xi, p. 64). 
1177-93. Attested a grant by Robert de Lascy to Fountains of 
pasture in the forest of Marsden (Fountains Chartulary, i, 
p. 138; Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, no. 1517). 
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c. 1180-93. Attested as Steward a grant by Robert de Lascy to 
Ralph the cook of land in Lofthouse (Farrer, E.Y.C., no. 
1818). 

c. 1185-93. Attested as Steward a confirmation charter of Robert 
de Lascy to the monks of Pontefract of a tenement in Ponte- 
fract (Pontefract Chartulary, no. 9; Farrer, E.Y.C., no. 1521). 

c. 1190-93. Attested a grant by Robert de Lascy to Kirkstall of 
the vill of Accrington (Monasticon Anglicanum, v, p. 535; 
Kirkstall Coucher, p. 197). 

I1gI-1212. Attested a quitclaim by Jordan son of Henry de Denby 
to the monks of Byland of a rent of pepper for land in Denby 
ancdeAllerton) (Parrersvh ayoGe lls. p 426), 

After 1193. Attested two grants by Hervey de Ledstone to the 
monks of Pontefract of land in Ledstone, the first witness 
being Robert Waleys, then Steward of Roger de Lascy (Pont. 
Che n0s7174,°-170)- 

I199. Attested a quitclaim by Rievaulx to Thomas de Horbury 
(HamerehsYeO nOm1755). 

1200-1. Pledge for Adam de Beaston in 10 marks (Rotuls de Oblatis, 
Comiiardyapetso) . 

22 Sept., 1201. Present in the court of Roger de Lascy at Ponte- 
fract, Robert Waleys being then Steward, when a fine was 
made touching two carucates in Chapel Allerton between 
Hervey de Lofthouse and the monks of Kirkstall (Kirkstall 
Coucher, no. 136; Farrer, E.Y.C., no. 1526). 

10 Aug., 1202. Was holding land in Morley (Yorks. Fines, p. 33). 

c. 1210. Attested a confirmation charter of Adam son of William 
son of Samson de Allerton to Kirkstall of two carucates in 
East Allerton (Thoresby Society, iv, Miscellanea, p. 43). 

Note.——He did not, as stated by Holmes (Pont. Ch., 
p. 228), attest the ‘ Kirkstall Foundation Charter’ (ante 
1153); nor is he identical with Samson de Allerton, whose 
grant is confirmed by that charter (Kirkstall Coucher, no. 67). 


1 The spelling is Rideleford. I owe this reference to Mr. Orpen. 


A fifteenth Century Rental of Pontefract, 





This Rental was copied by the writer and carefully examined 
by him and the late Mr. W. T. Lancaster, F.S.A., with the 
original Latin MS. It is probable that information respecting the 
persons and places may be obtained from the Pontefract wills 
printed in this volume. The Chartulary of St. John and 
other works on Pontefract by the late Richard Holmes and by 
B. Boothroyd and George Fox may be consulted. A contemporary 
drawing of Pontefract Castle with description by Mr. A. Shelley 
Ellis appears in ante, vol. xxiv, p. I. G.D.L. 


PONTFRET. 


Rental of the Bailiffs of the Honor of Pontefract, viz., on the east, 
west, south and north parts made and renewed before Thomas 
Somercotes, auditor, and Thomas Wombewell locum tenens of the 
steward of the same, by vertue of the King’s letter of warrant to 
them directed, given at Westminster the 17th day of February in 
the third year of the reign of Henry the sixth [1424]. 


Est PONTFRET. 


Thomas Metham holds certain lands and tenements in Kelington 
and Egburghe and pays yearly at the term of St. Michael xxxiijs. 
The heirs of William Shirewood hold divers lands and tenements 
in Rowehall lately Ralph Whelewike’s and pay yearly at the term 
of St. Martin viijs. 114d. 
Christopher Preston holds three parts of one Knight’s fee 
there, lately Thomas Redenesse’s, and pays yearly at the same 
term | XXilljs. 1xd. 
John Woodward holds certain lands and tenements, lately 
Thomas Rayner’s, in Esthardwicke and pays yearly at the same 
term Vjs. viljd. 
Robert Jacson holds lands and tenements in Esthardwick, 
lately John son of Henry Aky’s, and pays yearly at the same 
term llijs. 
William Dale holds lands and tenements near Beghallound, 
lately Thomas Thirne’s, and pays yearly at the same term ijs. 
William Castelford holds one tenement in Castelford, lately 
Hugo Byset’s and afterwards Michael Walker’s, and pays yearly 
at the same term xijd. 


Q 
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The heirs of John Wentworthe hold xl acres of land in Elmesall, 
lately John Biset’s, and pay yearly at the same term 
viijd. for one pair of gloves. 
The Prior of St. Oswold of Nostell and Alan of Milford hold the 
ferm of Moloncarre in Esthaghe within the vill of Kirkby and pay 
yearly at the same term vjd 
The heirs of William Gascoigne hold divers tenements in Sutton, 
lately Hugh of Balne’s, and pay yearly at the term of St. Martin viljs. 
Roger Chapman, Helias Newsome, the heirs of William Sutton, 
Robert Barneby, with others, his parceners, hold certain lands and 
tenements in Sutton called Wynstombe lands, and pay yearly at 


the same term vs. 
The Prioress of Hampole holds lands and tenements in Little 
Hampole and Stepehill and pays yearly at the same term vs. 


Richard Egburghe and his associates the heirs of the wife of 
Peter Mason, hold tenements in Skelbroke, lately of Robert of 
Brodesworth, and pay yearly at the same term X1ljs. l1jd. 

Thomas of the hay holds tenements in Skelbroke, lately Robert 
of Staynton’s, and pays yearly at the same term lijs. jd. 

Thomas Baghill holds his tenement in Fetherston and pays yearly 
at the same term xijd. 

John of Mallome holds lands in Thorpaudleyn, lately Richard of 
Cromwelbothome’s, and pays yearly at the same term ijd. 

The heirs of Ralph Newm’che for the mill of Trunflete at the 
term of the Lord’s Nativity jd. 

William Holme holds tenements in Derthington, lately Roger 
Hardwicke’s, and pays yearly at the term of St. Martin ijd. 

William Bate of Carleton holds certain lands in Darthington, 
lately Hugh at Asshe’s, and pays at the same term vjd. 

John Beghale, John Dycon, John Skipwith hold certain lands in 
Beghale, lately Symon Clerke’s, and pay yearly at the same term 1ii}d. 

John Godsmythe holds lands, lately Henry Trym’s, in Balne and 
pays yearly at the same term jd. 

John of Morley and many other tenants give for the fee of the 
Prophet in Fery yearly at the same term i11]s. 

John Skipwithe holds lands, lately John of Carleton’s, in Fery 
and pays yearly at the same term 1js. vjd 

The Abbat of Kirkstall gives for one pair of molaynes for a tene- 
ment in Wentbrigge, lately John Went’s, and pays yearly at the 
term of the Lord’s Nativity x1jd. 

William Castelford holds a house called the Haghouse in Castel- 
ford, lately Robert Rawson’s, and pays yearly at the term of St. 
Martin iijd. 

The heirs of William Gascoigne hold a tenement in Balne, lately 
Robert Rockley’s, of the fee of Burghwallis, and pay yearly at the 
Same term xijd. 

The heirs of Henry Vavasour hold tenements in Smethedon called 


Som'vileland and pay yearly at the same term 2 pounds of cummin 
of the price of vjd. 
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John Halliday holds a cottage and half an acre of land in Est 
Hardwicke, lately Roger Nedeler’s, fallen into the lord’s hand by 
escheat for want of heirs, which used to pay ijs., now demised by 
Court Roll, at the terms of St. Martin and Pentecost ilijd. 

Of one lane lately demised to John of Gisburghe in Pontfret 
towards Tanshelfebarres, which was accustomed to yield ijs., nothing 
here because in decay nil. 

John Baker holds a plot of waste in Wodhouse, lately William 
Belwood’s, containing in length 1x feet and in width xxxti feet and 
pays yearly at the same term ijd. 

John Skipwithe holds a parcel of the King’s waste in Feribrigge 
opposite the garden of the same John, containing in length xxiliij 
feet and in width 1xxij feet, to hold to him and his heirs according to 
the custom of the manor, paying yearly at the term of St. Michael ijd. 

William Waite of Bramwith holds a stewpond, approved of old, 
from the lord’s waste there, to hold to him and his heirs according 
to the custom of the manor, and pays yearly at Easter and the term 
of St. Michael llijd. 

The vill of Bramwith gives to the lord for one new clearing 
there called Haldholme yearly at the same term vjd. 

William Waite holds one weir of the fishery of the water of Done 
and pays yearly at the term of Michael vjd. 

Total vjlt. xs. jd. 

Ferm. The passage of the water of Bramwith with the fishery 
there which was accustomed to pay xvs., now demised at ferm at 
the terms of Easter and St. Michael for vs. 

Total vs. 


WEST PONTFRET AND SOUTH PONTFRET. 


William Haverington, knight, holds the manor of Brereley with 
its members, lately Hugh of Brerelay’s, and pays yearly at the term 
of St. Martin X1js. 

Robert of Rockley and Oliver Wodrove hold the vill of Meltham, 
lately Robert of Staynton’s, knight, and pay yearly at the same 


term XXS. 
William Assenhull, knight, holds the vill of Calthorne, lately John 
of Burghe’s, knight, and pays at the same term 111js. 


Achill Bossevile holds lands and tenements, lately Edmond 
Normond’s, in Chevet, which came into the lord’s hands by escheat, 
and pays yearly at the same term XXXS. 

John of Wortley holds the moiety of the vill of Shitellington, 
lately Nicholas Wortley’s, and pays yearly at the same term vijjs. 

Edmund Amyas holds another moiety of the said vill, lately 


John Amyas’s, and pays yearly at the same term Viljs. 
Richard Beamond holds Whitley hall, lately Henry Dauyll’s, 
and pays yearly at the same term XS. 


The heirs of Thomas Nevell, chiv., hold the vill of Leversege, 
lately William Nevell’s, and pay yearly at the same term xijs. Viijd. g. 
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Edward [Edus] Fitzwilliam holds the vill of Skelmerthorpe, 
lately William Claiton’s, rector of the church of Penystone, and of 
John son of Henry Brome, and pays yearly at the same term  vjs. 

John del Tonge holds the vill of Tonge, lately of John son of 
Richard of Tonge, and pays yearly at the same term xo 

William Franke, knight, holds in right of Grace his wife the vill 
of Barghe, lately John Dransfeld’s, and pays yearly at the same 
term ism gs 

John Heton holds the moiety of the vill of Northcrosseland, 
lately Elias of Burton, and pays at the same term 111}s.and j lb.pepper. 

William of Beckwicke holds certain lands and tenements in 
Northcrosseland, lately Brian Stapleton’s, knight, and pays yearly 
at the same term i]s. 

Isabel lately the wife of John Savell, knight, holds the manor of 
Eiland by right of heirship and pays yearly at the same term vjs. 111jd. 

The same holds lands and tenements, lately Thomas of Thorne- 
ton’s, and pays yearly at the same term vjs. uijd. 

John Wolbouse [Matthew de Westrynman written above] holds 
land and tenements in Lofthouse, lately of John Roger, and pays 
yearly at the same term xvd. 

The same [John Wolhouse written above| holds lands and tene- 
ments, in the same called Bozretfee, lately Thomas Wolhouse’s, and 
pays yearly at the same term llijs. 

Edward [Edus] Normanvile holds lands in Sharleston, lately 
Ralph Normanvile’s, and pays at the same term 

jd. and j lb. of pepper. 

Richard Beamond holds lands and tenements in Hoderesfeld, 
lately John of Gledeholte’s, and pays yearly at the same term viijd. 

John Biron, knight, holds lands and tenements there, lately 
John Biron’s, his grandfather, and pays yearly at the same term viijd. 

Miles of Stapulton holds lands and tenements there, lately John 


of Wherneby’s, and pays yearly at the same term xxa. 
John of the Wood holds lands and tenements there, lately Thomas 
of the Wood’s, and pays yearly at the same term ijd. ob. 
The heirs of Mathew of Hepworth hold lands and tenements 
there and pay yearly at the same term ijd. ob. 
The Abbat of Kirkstall holds a piece of land called Lyngard and 
pays yearly at the Lord’s Nativity j lb. of pepper. 
The heirs of Thomas Whitley hold lands and tenements in Whit- 
ley serle and pay yearly at the term of St. Martin 111}s. 


John Bossevile and the heirs of William Chaumpney, of Joan 
Hobman and of Roger Day, hold certain lands in Barneby near 
Cauthorne called Arnoldfee, lately Thomas Bossevile’s and others, 
paying at the same term i11js. 

Robert of Hopton holds a certain tenement called Gregoryplace 
near Hopton, lately Adam Hopton’s and Adam Hanson’s, and pays 
yearly at the term of St. Giles lijs. 111}d. 

John Lassy of Cromwelbothome holds the manor there, lately 
John Lassy’s, and pays yearly at the term of St. Martin xijs. viijd. 


A FIFTEENTH CENTURY RENTAL OF PONTEFRACT 257 


Thomas of Metheley holds two cultures of land called the falghes 
near Thornell, lately Adam of Metheley’s, and pays yearly at the 
term of St. Oswald Xxd. 

John Bossevile of Ardesley holds Ardesleywood, lately Thomas 
Bossevile’s, and pays yearly at the term of St. Michael xviljd. 

John Heton holds a third part of the vill of Mirfeld called the 
Chastell, lately John of Heton’s, and pays yearly at the term of St. 


Martin lijs. uijd. 
Alvered Manston holds the vill of Drightlington, lately William 
Graa’s, and pays yearly at the term of St. Michael aps. 


Robert son of Robert Rockley, knight, holds the vill of Langside, 
lately Thomas of Barmeby’s, parson of the church of Heton, and 
pays yearly at the same term ijs. 

John of Wortley holds the manor of Esthaghe, lately William 
of Skargill’s, knight, and pays yearly at the Lord’s Nativity one pair 
of gloves of deerskin of the price of vj. 

Thomas Seyvell of Thornell holds the vill of Thorleston, lately 
Brian of Thornell’s, knight, and pays yearly at the term of St. 
Martin 1] 8.41] 4. 

Robert son of Robert of Rockley, knight, holds certain lands 
and tenements in Birchworth, lately Robert of Rockley’s, and pays 


yearly at the same term xvjd. 
Thomas Metheley holds the vill of Breretwisell, lately William 
Fyncheden’s, knight, and pays yearly at the same term VS. 


Edward [Edus] Amyas and William Amyas hold two tenements 
called Hollynhurste, lately of John Amyas and John Whitley, and 
pay yearly at the same term vd. 

Adam Mirfield holds the manor of Dighton, lately William Mir- 
feld’s, and pays yearly at the same term j lb. of pepper. 

Lawrence Kay holds lands and tenements in Rowley, lately 
Franco Tias’, and pays yearly at the same term 1ijs. 

Robert son of Robert Rockley, knight, holds certain lands in 
Thorgarland, lately Robert Rockley’s, and pays yearly at the same 
term i]s. 

Robert Mokeson holds lands and tenements there at will, lately 
in the tenure of Robert Mokeson, and pays yearly at the same 
term i]s. 

John Nevell of Brereley holds lands and tenements in Brereley, 
lately Edward Bererley’s, and pays yearly at the same term jd. 

William Beckwithe holds a certain culture called Butternabe, 
lately Brian de Stapleton’s, knight, and pays yearly one pair of 
gloves at the same term of the price of ijd. 

William Rilleston holds certain bovates of land in Wolley, lately 
Robert of Staynton’s, knight, and pays yearly at the same term 

XVJS. llijd. 

Robert son of Robert Rockley, knight, holds there Birthwate 
fee, lately Robert Rockley’s, and pays yearly at the same term 

llijs. 1jd. ob. 
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Oliver Woderove holds there one bovate of land, lately Wiliam 
Fyncheden’s, knight, and pays yearly at the same term xvd. 
The heirs of William Dronsfeld, knight, hold there Snawedon 
oxgange, lately Thomas of Staynton’s, and pay yearly at the same 
term xvd. 
Robert Thomasson Johnson holds there Sentoxgange dobwife, 
lately John Thomson’s, and pays at the same term xvd. 
The heirs of the lord of Darcy hold there Burghescliff and pay 
yearly at the same term vijs. 1d. 
The same heirs hold there Ineoxgange, Achard oxgange and More 
oxgange, and pay yearly at the same term lijs.1xd. 
John Wheteley holds a part of one bovate of land, lately John 
Wheteley’s, and pays yearly at the same term ijs. 11]. ob. 
Robert Thomasson Johnson holds part of Bery fee, lately John 
Thomson’s, and pays yearly at the same term xxjd. 
The heirs of William Dronsfeld, knight, hold part of the said fee, 
lately Thomas Staynton’s, and pay yearly at the same term vjd. 
The prior of St. Oswald del Ostell (sic) holds lands and tenements 

in Crofion called Wallesland and pays yearly at the same term 
vjs. vijd. 
Thomas Savell holds the manor of Grenehall in Thornell, lately 
Brian of Thornell’s, and pays yearly at the same term xe 
Of the vill of Clayton for ferm there at the term of St. Martin xs. 
Of the same for ferm there at the term of Pentecost vs. vjd. 
Of the same for ferm there at the term of St. Oswald _vjs. jd. 

Total xvit. vijs. ¢. 
West Pont’ lvitjs. vijd. q. 
South Pont’ xijit. viijs. vd. 


NORTH PONTFRET. 
The heirs of John Fitzwilliam, knight, hold the vill of Esthadilsay 
and pay yearly at the term of St. Martin ijs. vjd. 
Thomas Metham son and heir of Alexander Metham holds six 
perches of moor below Airmyne and pays yearly at the terms of St. 
Martin and Pentecost lijs. 
The heirs of William Swillington hold certain land and tene- 
ments in Barkeston, lately John Deringe’s, and formerly John 


Selby’s, and pay yearly at the same term viijs. jd. 
John Wodehouse holds a certain tenement there and pays yearly 
at the same term vjd. 


The heirs of William Fulthorpe, knight, hold the manor of Beck- 
hawe, formerly Henry Gramory, knight, and pay yearly at the same 
term vjs. 

John Creplinge holds certain lands and tenements in Hadilsay, 
formerly William Balcoke’s, and pays yearly for having advowson 
[advocac one] at the same terms xijd. 

Joan of Leghe holds certain lands and tenements there, formerly 
Juliana Knight’s, and pays in the same way at the same terms vjd. 
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Alexander Nevell holds the vill of Gipton, formerly John Chaw- 

mon’s, knight, and pays at the same term viljs. 

William Rither, knight, holds the vill of Rither and pays yearly 

at the same terms vjs. viljd. 

[blank] holds lands and tenements, lately Galfrid of Mews of 

Fenton in Fenton, and pays yearly at the same term xd. 
Total xxxvijs. ijd. , 


CASTLE OF PONTFRET. 


Rents of the Castle of Pountfret. 
Of the prior of Pontfret for a grange with garden, lately William 
of Bailly’s, near the church of All Saints, paying yearly at the terms 


of Martin and Pentecost by equal portions xijd. 
Of the same Prior for a croft called Hudcroftegarth at the same 
terms lijs. 
Of the same Prior for a house, lately Reginald Brandon’s, at the 
same terms vyd. 
Of the same Prior for a garden, lately Adam Rauhand’s in Coke- 
welgate, at the same term xijd. 


Of the same Prior for two gardens, lately William a 
near Clerkewell, at the same term 
Of the same Prior for one garden called Benepighull, lately shi 


said William’s, at the said term vid. 
Of the same Prior for a tenement in the new market, lately of 
John Tonrege’s, at the same term lijs. 
Of the same Prior for a place with the house [mancoe] of the 
vicarage of Pontefret at the same term ob. 
Of the same Prior for an acre of land in Newcrofte, late in the 
hand of Thomas Ellis, at the term of St. Michael 111jd. 
Of the same Prior for two acres of land in Gilcrofte sike at the 
same term 11}d. 


Of the same Prior for his lands in the pre’ill at the same term vjd. 
Of the same Prior for three acres of land called beneflat at the 


same term vj. 
Of the same Prior for ij acres of land, lately in the hands of Tho- 
mas Hickson, at the same term 1jd. 
Of the same Prior for 1] acres and a half of land, lately Walter 
Broughton’s, at the same term vd. 
Of Thomas Wentworth for a garden in Newgate, lately Walter 
Carlowes, terms of Martin and Penticost xviljd. 
Of the same for other gardens there, lately of the same William 
(stc), at the same term vijs. 
Of the same for a grange, lately the same William’s, at the same 
term _vyd. 
Of the same for another grange, lately Richard Brumby’s, at 
the same term vjd. 


Of the same for a plot of waste in Mikelgate at the entry of his 
booth [faberne| at the same term ob. 
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Of the same for a tenement, lately William Donke’s formerly the 


vicar of the church of All Saints, at the same term 1s 
Of the same for ij acres of land in New crofte at the term of St. 
Michael viijd. 
Of the same for an acre 11j roods of land there at the same term 
vijd. 

Of the same for half an acre of land behind Les Freres at the 
Same term jd. 
Of the same for 11j acres of land at Keteldike in the north field 

at the same term vjd. 


Of the same for other three acres of land and meadow there at 
the same term vjd. 
Of the heirs of William Wakefield for a house in the bailey, late 


of Alice Sele, terms of Martin and Pentecost WIS 
Of the same for a house, lately John Baldwyn’s, yearly at the 
same term xijd. 
Of the same for a plot opposite Friday Market, lately of the same 
John, at the same term iijd. 
Of the same for a house, lately Alice of Knottingley’s and pre- 
viously Thomas Wakefeld’s, at the same term ijs. 
Of the same for a garden, lately Thomas Wakefeld’s in bonde- 
gate, at the same term xviijd. 
Of the same for a house, lately John Baldwyn’s and previously 
Petronella Holland’s, at the same term ijs. 


Of the same for a garden, lately Robert Swillington’s and pre- 
viously in the hands of John Chamberlayn, at the same term xviljd. 
Of the same for a garden and one acre of land in bondgate, lately 
William of Balby’s, at the same term xviijd. 
Of the Master of Trinity for a house in Mikelgate, lately William 
Wakefeld’s and previously William Bailly’s, at the same term 1js.1xd. 
Of the heirs of William Wakefeld for 111] acres of land in the 
moors, lately William Bailly’s, at the term of St. Michael xvjd. 
Of the same for three acres of land in one close, lately of the same 


William Bally, at the same term xijd. 
Of the same for 1j acres of meadow in Benet ings, lately of the 
same William, yearly at the same term viijd. 
Of the same for viij acres of land of the essart, lately Alice Spicer, 
yearly at the same term xvjd. 
Of the same for an acre of land near Abbayflat at the same 
term ijd. 
Of the same for 1j acres and 11] roods of land, lately Lumley’s, at 
the same term vd. ob. 
Of the same for 1j acres of land, lately John Bawdewyn’s, at the 
same term 114d. 
Of the same for an acre of land escheated, lately Thomas Wake- 
feld’s, at the same term xijd. 


Of the same for 111] acres of meadow in one close, lately John 
Roller’s, at the same term xvjd. 
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Of the same for half an acre of meadow, lately John Halliday’s, 
at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for ij acres of land, lately Thomas Wombewell’s, 
at the same term iiijd. 
Of the same for lands, lately Stephen Fall’s, in divers places, at 
the same term ijs. xjd. 
Of the same for vij acres 11] roods of land, lately William Mathew- 
son’s, at the same term ijs. vijd. 
Of John Yorke for a house, lately his father’s and previously 
Thomas Wakefeld’s, at the same term iijse wie. 
Of the heirs of John Brande of Ackworth for a house beside that 
tenement of John Yorke at the same term jd. 
_ Of John Yorke fora house, lately William Elmesale’s, at the term 
of the Lord’s Nativity ] pound of pepper. 
Of John Sutton for a house, lately Geoffrey Barke’s and pre- 
viously John Knottingley’s, at the same term xijd. 
Of the heirs of Nicholas Colne for a plot before the gate of the 
house formerly of the said Nicholas at the same term ob. 
Of John Burton for a tenement opposite the church of All Saints, 
formerly Robert Duresme’s, at the same term xijd. 
Of Joan Stillington for a tenement there, formerly John Walker’s 
and William Roger’s, at the same term xij. 
Of Peter Birkyn for a tenement, lately William Methley’s and 
previously John Knottingley’s, at the same term 
Half a pound of cummin. 
Of the heirs of Wiliam Wakefeld for one tenement, lately Thomas 
Litelproude’s, at the same term Half a pound of cummin. 
Of Thomas Thornell for a tenement, lately William Sales’, at 
the same term xvijd. 
Of Thomas Biard for j tenement, lately William Metheley’s, at 
the same term lijs. 
Of William Roos for one Close, lately Master William Hogh- 
wicke’s and previously Thomas Thornors’, at the same term 1]s.111jd. 
Of the same for vij acres of land, lately the same William’s and 
previously the same Thomas’s, at the same term “Satta. 
Of the same for a house, lately of the same Master William and 
previously of the same Thomas, at the same term vd. 
Of the same for ij acres of land, lately of the same William and 
previously of the same Thomas, at the same term viljd. 
Of the same for an acre and a half of land, lately of the same 
William and previously of the same Thomas, at the same term vjd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land, lately of the same William 
and previously of the same Thomas, at the same term 1jd. 
Of the same for an acre and a half of land, lately of the same 
William and previously of the same Thomas, at the same term vjd. 
Of the same for an acre of land, lately of the same William and 
previously John Baxster’s, at the same term liljd. 
Of the same for a rood and a half of land, lately of the same 
William and previously Richard White’s, at the same term jd. ob. 
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Of Thomas Porter for a tenement, lately Robert’s his father and 


previously of John Holland, at the same term lijs. 
Of the same for ij acres of land below the Park, lately of Thomas 
Porter, chaplain, at the same term lijd. 


Of the same for an acre and a half of land near the Spitell, lately 
of the same Thomas and previously John Wiles’, at the same 
term 1ijd. 

Of the same for an acre of land, lately William Litster’s, at the 
same term ijd. 

Of the same for i1j acres of land, lately the said Thomas Porter’s, 
chaplain, at the same term vjd. 

Of the wife of John Pepercorne for an acre of land above the 
Dale Banke, formerly Richard Pepercorne’s, at the same term 1d. 

Of John Knightley for an acre of land above the dale bank, 


lately Thomas Wright’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of John Litster for 11] roods of land of escheat, lately in the 
hands of Nicholas Colne, at the same term xd. 
Of John Knightley for a house, lately his mother’s, at the same 
term 1ijS: 
Of the same for ij tenements, lately William Wakefeld and pre- 
viously Thomas Wolley’s, at the same term lijs. 
Of the same John for the south dame at the same term ee 


ore fe 


Of the heirs of John Grymston for 1) tenements, lately Isabele 
Bromh’m’s, at the same term 1]$: 
Of the heirs of John Clay for a tenement, lately Richard of the 


Hostell, at the same term vjd. 
Of John Donton for three tenements and an acre of land below 
the Castle, formerly John Thwates’, at the same term Vlijs. 
Of Alan Cartwright for a tenement, lately John of the Stones’ 
and previously John Haliday’s, at the same term vjd. 
Oi thescamic si oneaGs sts. [venello| taken by John Bosvile to 
enlarge his plot jd. 
Of Robert Wighall for a garden, lately Adam of Knaresburghe’s, 
at the same term xijd. 
Of Robert Wales for a garden, lately in the tenure of John 
Dounton, at the same term vjs. vijd. 
Of the same for the north dam with the fishery and the fowling 
of the same at the same term vs. 
Of John Staynton for a garden below the Castle, lately John 
Stones’, at the same term vjd. 
Of William Carlile for ij] acres of land near Benetynge, lately 
the same John Stones’, at the same term xvjd. 
Of Richard Popeley for a tenement of Escheat, lately in tenure 
of Richard Coke, at the same term VS. 
Of William Speller for a garden in Newgate, lately William 
Auty’s, at the same term 1xd. 


Of the same for a garden there, formerly Agnes Brandon, at the 
same term xvjd. 
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Of the same for a tenement, lately Robert of the Hall and 


previously Gaynsburghe, at the same term ixs. xd. 
Of the same for a house in which he lives, lately the said Robert 

of the Hall’s, at the same term xijd. 
Of the same for another house, lately the said Robert’s and for- 
merly Peter Baliff’s, at the same term is, 
Of the same for another house, lately the said Robert’s and 
formerly the said Peter’s, at the same term viijd. 
Of the same for a garden, lately in the hands of John Tancard, 

at the same term xijd. 
Of John Oto® for a house upon Monkhill, lately in the hands of 
the King, in decay, at the same term xd. 
Of John Grene for a garden with grange above Monkhill, lately 
Richard Roger’s, chaplain, at the same term liijs. 
Of the same for a garden in Walkergate, lately John Shulcock’s, 

at the same term xijd. 
Of the same for a house in Mikelgate, lately William Spicer’s, 

a chaplain, at the same term i]s. 1xd. 
- Of the same for an acre of land, lately the said William’s, at the 
same term 1}d. 
Of Richard Popeley for a close below the park, lately the said 
William’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of [blank] for an acre of land there, lately the said William 
Spicer’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of Thomas Baghill of Fetherston for v acres of meadow in 
Benetenges at the same term xxd. 
Of John Tancarde for a house upon Monckhill, lately of John 
Asheton at the same term xijd. 
Of John Kelsey for a house upon Monckhill, pape the said John’s, 

at the same term LS. Via. 
Of the same for a house there, lately Winiarn Bellowe’s and 
formerly John Foxe’s, at the same term ijs. vjd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land on Bondgatcrofte, lately 
John Spynke, at the same term xxd. 
Of the same for 11} acres of land, lately John Baxster’s and for- 
merly William Auty’s, at the same term Kila. 
Of Richard More for an acre of meadow, lately the said John’s 
and formerly Thomas Baghull’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of Petronella Milner for a house on Monkhill, lately John Milner’s, 

at the same term ijs. 
Of John Wake for two houses in Walkergate, lately his father’s, 

at the same term viijd. 
Of John Wiles’, chaplain, for a garden there, lately Thomas 
Benet’s, at the same term viijd. 
Of the same for an acre of meadow in Benetenges, lately his 
father’s, at the same term injd. 


Of the same for 11] acres and a half of land near the spitell, lately 
John Parlington’s, at the same term : vijd. 
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Of John Turgot, feodary, for a house in Walkergate, lately 


Ellen Porter’s, at the same term il1jd. 
Of John Spynke for a house in the new market, lately William 
Beghale’s, at the same term i11js. 


Of the heirs of John Forster for a plot near the court of jus- 
tice [aulam placitorum], lately Nicholas Werwicke’s, at the same 


term xe 
Of Robert Ramsey for a plot of waste in the bothes, lately his 
father’s, at the same term liljd. 


Of the same for a plot of waste at the entrance of his shop in the 
new market, at the same term jd. 
Of John Grene for a plot of waste in the bothes, lately Robert 


Larthorpe’s, at the same term xijd. 
Of the heirs of Robert Ellis for a shop on saltrowe, lately Ralph 
Ernes’, at the same term jd. 
Of the same for one plot there, lately Adam Fairborne’s, at the 
Same term vjd. 
Of the same for a plot there, lately Adam Ernes’, at the same 
term vj. 
Of the same for 111] acres of land in Newcrofte, lately of John 
Dainporte, term of St. Michael xvjd. 
Of the same for 1} acres of land there near the said 111] acres of 
land at the same term viijd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land in Soureland at the same 
term jd. 
Of the same for xij acres of land in Flathome, lately William 
Shirwynde’s, at the same term llijs. 
Of the same for vij acres of land near branthill, sometime Robert 
Harold’s, at the same term 1js. 1ijd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land in Newcrofte, lately in the 
hands of Robert Porter, at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for ij acres of land there, lately John Dainport’s, 
at the same term vijd. 


Of the same for 11] acres of land there, lately the same John’s, xijd. 
Of the same for iij acres near Deadman grave, lately James 


Brigge’s, at the same term xijd. 
Of the same for 1j acres of land there beside the foss, at the same 
term vujd. 


Of the same for an acre of land adjacent at the same term i1ijd. 

Of the same for half an acre of land in uj selions at the same 
term ijd. 
Of the same for vij acres of land in the doles at the same term 
lijs. nijd. 

Of the same for v acres of land there at the same term Xxd, 

Of the same for v acres and a half of land near benetynges, lately 
John Dainport’s, at the same term XX] de 
Of the same for an acre of land there at the same term _ilijd. 

Of the same for an acre of land there at the same term _ilijd. 
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Of the same for an acre and a half of meadow and _ land there at 


the same term vj. 
Of the same for two acres of land and meadow near Ackworth 
gate at the same term viijd. 


Of the same for an acre of land there at the same term _iijd. 
Of the same for v and a half acres of land behind Jes freres ad- 


jacent at the same term xjd. 
Of the same for an acre of land in a close called Cokelon at the 
same term ijd. 
Of the same for an acre of land in Campode Carleton ijd. 


Of the same for half an acre of land there at the same term jd. 
Of the same for an acre of land at Holksike, lately in the hand 


of John Hiperon, at the same term ilijd. 
Of the same for an acre of land in Gilcroftesike at the same 
term ijd. 
Of the same fe ij acres and a halt of land there at the same 
term vd. 
Of the same for an acre of land there called Jouet acre, lately 
William Shirwynde’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for ii1j acres of land at Blackstonflat at the same 
term viijd. 
Of the same for vj acres of land there adjacent at the same 
term xijd. 
Of the same for 1j acres of land there adjacent near Abbay flat 
at the same term liijd. 
Of the same for xj acres of land together lying on Baghill at the 
same term Xxijd. 
Of the same for an acre of land there, lately in the hands of 
Nicholas Galtres, at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for x and a half acres of land in the north field in 
ij closes at the same term Xxjd. 
Of the same for an acre of land uncultivated, lately in the hands 
of Richard Coke, at the same term ijd. 


Of the heirs of John Hipperom for v acres of landin Cromwell xxd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land near Benets at the same 


term ijd. 
Of the same for ij acres and a half of land behind Jes freres at the 
same term vd. 
Of the same for iii] acres of land there Ags cost ‘at the same 
term vujd. 
Of the same for 1j acres of land there adjacent at the same 

p teri ‘inj. 
Of the same for an acre of land, lately Robert Harold’s, in the 
north field, at the same term ijd. 
Of iij acres of land near des leghes in the deste field, nothing be- 
cause in the hands of the lord in waste [de casu] ee cit haa). 


Of Thomas Horne for half an acre of land at Cromwell, lately 
his father’s, at the same term | BEIGE & 14. 
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Of the same for an acre of land near Benetenges, lately his 


father’s, at the same term 111}d. 
Of the same for ij acres of land there, lately his father’s, at the 
same term vijd. 
Of the same for an acre of land behind les freres, lately his father’s, 
at the same term jd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land beside Gilcroftsike, lately his 
father’s, at the same term jd. 
Of the same for an acre of land there, lately his father’s, at the 
same term 1d. 
Of the same for vj acres of land, lately John Leeds’, at the same 
term xijd. 
Of the same for an acre and a half of land, lately Adam Jordan’s, 
at the same term lijd. 


Of Henry Tailor for half an acre of land behind les freres, lately 
John Pigborne’s, at the same term j 

Of John Pigborne for an acre and a half of land, lately Robert 
Whitby’s, at the same term lijd. 

Of the same for an acre of land in Sourelandes, lately William 
Baddesworthe’s, at the same term ijd. 

Of the same for an acre of land there, lately the said William’s, 
at the same term injd. 

Of the same for an acre of land at Holksike, lately the said 
William’s 

Of Robert Lynley for an acre of land, lately Robert of Whitby’s, 


at the same term ijd. 
Of Robert Cade for ij acres of land at Cromwell, lately his father’s, 
at the same term vujd. 
Of John Flynt for an acre of land, lately his father’s, at the 
same term 111}d. 
Of Richard Buckland for ij acres of meadow, lately Robert 
Staynton’s, at the same term xvjd. 
Of Thomas Haddocke for ij gardens in Walkergate, lately Wil- 
liam Metheley’s, at the same term xvi1ljd. 
Of the same for a house in Mikelgate, lately John Wheldricke’s 
and formerly his father’s, at the same term xijd. 
Of Robert Wighall for a garden, lately Wiliam Rand and for- 
merly William Altoft’s, at the same term xijd. 
Of Henry Tailour fori ij tenements in the great street [magno vico], 
lately John Laverock’s, at the same term xijd. 
Of the same for a plot of waste in front of his tenement in which 
he dwells in the great street at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for a close, lately John Baxster’s and formerly 
Matilda Ernes’, at the same term jd. 
Of the same for an acre and a half of land, lately Jo. Baghill’s 
and formerly his father’s, at the same term lijd. 
Of the same for an acre of land there, lately Thomas Whitbelte’s, 
in one close, at the same term ijd. 


Of the same for 1) acres of land in the Dalebanke at the same 
term lljd. 
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Of William Brighouse for a gate, lately Is. Holman’s and for- 


merly Adam Lorymer’s, at the same term Peer ic 
Of the same for a plot before his house in Mikelgate at the same 
term ijd. 
Of the same for a house on Saltrowe, lately of the same Is. and 
formerly Oliver Baghill’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for a house, lately Wiliam Rand’s and formerly 
Robert Benet’s 1js. 1ijd. 
Of the same for a garden in Cokewelgate, lately Adam Holman’s, 
at the same term xvijd. 
Of the same for a house in the great street, lately the said Adam’s, 
at the same term avid: 
Of the same for another house there, lately the said Adam’s and 
formerly Matilda Beverege’s, at the same term XVvlijd. 
Of the same for a plot lately taken from the waste by Richard 
Bell, in the new market place, at the same term jd. 
Of the same for 111] acres of land in Gilcroftsike, lately Isabel 
Holman’s, at the same term vid. 
Of the same for i11j acres of land in Branthill, heretofore Adam 
Holman’s, at the same term Xvjd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land at Holksike at the same 
term ijd. 
Of Richard Barston for vij acres of land behind les /freres, lately 
John Brighouse’s, at the same term xvjd. 
Of William Brighouse for 1j acres and a half of land near Gil- 
croftsike at the same term vd. 
Of Christiana Caruor for a house and a garden in which she 
dwells at the same term xilijd. 
Of the same for a plot of waste in the foss of the castle which he 
takes of Roger Leche at the same term vid. 
Of the same for a garden in the same place, lately Agnes Bran- 
don’s, at the same term x1ijd. 
Of the same for a house near pynfold, lately John of the wood, 
at the same term iijd. 


Of Thomas Haddocke for i1j houses in the great street, lately 
John Wheldrickes [Queldrick written above], at the same term xxd. 
Of the same Thomas Haddocke for i1j acres of land in Puldale, 


lately the said John’s, at the same term vid. 
Of Thomas Warde for a tenement in the great street, lately 
Richard Ward’s, at the same term ijs. 
Of the same for i1j acres of land near the spittell, lately the said 
Richard’s, at the same term vid. 
Of the heirs of Robert Tuppe for a tenement, lately John Coldale, 
at the same term VS. 
Of John Sutton for a plot of waste, lately Robert Farmyn’s, at 
the same term, ijd. 


Of ij gardens in Southgate, lately in the hand of William Altoft, 
for ijs., mil because in the hands of the lord in waste [decasu] nil. 
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Of William Hode for a tenement in the great street, lately Henry 


Birkyn’s, at the same term xviijd. 
Of John Litster for a tenement in the great street, lately John 
Munkman’s, at the same term lijd. 
Of the same for an acre of land in a close, lately of the same John, 
near the Spitell, at the same term ijd. 
Of John Saxton for a tenement in the great street, lately of Hugh 
Shirwynde, at the same term j 1b. of pepper. 
Of the same for a tenement in Ropergate, lately John Roller’s, 
at the same term lls. 
Of the same for an acre and a half of land in Dalebanke, lately 
his father’s, at the same term lijd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land in lee mores, lately Matilda 
Benet’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of the Master of Trinity in Pontfret for a garden called Paradise, 
lately Thomas Greve’s, at the same term xijd. 
Of the same for a tenement on the corner at the end of Mikelgate 
at the same term lijd. 
Of the same for a tenement in the great street, lately John 
Metall’s, at the same term ijd. ob. 
Of the same for a plot for posts for a chamber to be built over 
before the shop in the new market 1jd. 
Of the same Master for certain lands and wood at Grevelathes, 
lately Thomas Greves’, a pair of spurs of the price of vjd. 
Of the same for v acres of land in the west field in a close, lately 
Thomas Greves’, at the same term OID 
Of the same for vij acres of land at Brakenhill, lately the said 
Thomas’s, at the same term xiijd. 
Of John Sterne’s for a tenement in Northgate, lately William 
Monckton’s, at the same term ijSAlxd. 
Of John Pilley for a tenement there, lately Richard Baillye’s, at 
thessaine stern i{Seisxd. 
Of the same for a garden called Malinsonzerd, lately Robert 
Beghale’s, at the same term xijd. 
Of John Latewise for ij tenements on Saltrawe, lately Robert 
Latewise, at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for ij acres of land near Gilcroftsike, lately his 
father’s, at the same term 11} d. 
Of William Screven for a garden in Cokewelgate, lately Nicholas 
Werwicke’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for an acre of land near Gilcroftsike, lately Henry 
Fishe’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of Ralph Shirewod for half an acre of land lately William Skreven, 
at the same term jd. 
Of Thomas Fery for a garden in Cokewellgate, lately Robert 
Beghale’s, at the same term vid. 


Of the same for a tenement in Gelygate, lately of the said 
Robert’s, at the same term xvlijd. 
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Of the same for ij tenements on Saltrawe, lately John Holland’s, 


at the same term 111jd. 
Of John Balne for a garden in Gelygate, lately John Wilmersley’s, 
at the same term xviljd. 
Of Richard Letis for a tenement in St. Giles’ street, lately Thomas 
Whitaunt’s, at the same term lijs. vjd. 
Of John Bamburghes for a tenement in des bothes, lately William 
Spicer’s, with jd. of new rent, at the same term vijd. 
Of John Green for a plot of waste in les bothes, lately William 
Spicer’s, chaplain, at the same term li1jd. 
Of William Hall for an acre of land in the west field, lately John 
Balne’s, at the same term injd. 


Of John Grene for ij tenements on Saltrawe, lately Robert 
Scorchburghe’s, for iijs., and now demised to the same and his 


heirs for vjd. 
Of John Rande for ij acres of meadow, lately Thomas Baghill’s, 
in Benetenges, at the same term vlijd. 


Of the chantry of Wakefield for 1] acres and a half of land at 
Cromwell at the same term xa. 
Of the same for half an acre of land there in the hand of John 


Yonge id. 
Of the same for an acre and a half of land near Ackworth Gate in 
the hands of the same at the same term vd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land there in the hands of the same 
John at the same term jd. 
Of Richard White for iv acres and a half of land, lately the tene- 
ment of the Master of Crofton, at the same term 1xd. 
Of Nicholas Glover for a house, lately William Quernby’s, at 
the same term vjd. 
Of William Roper for a house, lately John Ackworthe’s and 
previously William Benet’s, at the same term XVlijd. 
Of William Ackworthe for a house in Shepem’ket, lately Thomas 
Porter’s, at the same term xiljd. 
Of William Leilond for a house, lately William Billinge’s, at the 
same term 1js. jd. 


Of the heirs of Adam Vauce for a grange, lately John Roller’s, iijs. 
Of the heirs of John Amyas for their tenement in the fleshbothes 
at the same term VS. llijd. 
Of the heirs of Matilda Benet for a house on Saltrawe, lately 
Robert of the Put, at the same term injd. 
Of the tenants of the “ vitatis”’ of the vill of Pontefract for a 
plot near the chapel of St. Giles’ at the same term xijd. 
Of William Leiland for a tenement, lately William Hoge’s, in 
the tenure of Robert Plompton, at the same term xivd. 
Of the same tenants of the vill of Pontefract for another house at 
the west end of the said Chapel at the same term Kid. 
Of the same for a plot opposite the north door of the same chapel 
at the same term xijd. 
R 
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Of the wife of John Forster for a waste plot before her tenement 


at the entrance of her shop [taberne] at the same term ilijd. 
Of Robert Benet for a tenement in Tanshelfe, lately his father’s, 
at) thessame term xijd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land at the Stulpe, lately William 
Carlile’s jd. 
Of the same for 11j acres of land in the north field, lately Alice of 
the bothes, at the same term vjd. 
Of Nicholas Stubbes for 1} gardens, lately Thomas Feney, at the 
same term i]s. 
Of Richard More for a garden, lately Thomas Fishe’s, at the 
same term xvlijd. 


Of the same for a waste plot at the entrance of his shop at the 
same term ] 
Of the same for 1j acres of land, lately John Baghill’s and pre- 


viously his father’s, at the same term vilj d. 
Of the same for one acre one rood of land, lately of the same 
John lying in v selions, at the same term vad. 
Of the same for an acre of land behind les freres, lately the 
same John’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for viij acres of land adjoining the same, lately of 
the same John, at the same term xvjd. 
Of the same for 1j acres of land, late of same John’s, in the hands 
of John Ackworthe, at the same term 1jd. 
Of John Halliday of Ackworth for half an acre of land, lately 
his father’s, at the same term 1\d. 
Of the same for v acres of land near Semanflat e, lately his father’s, 
at the same term xxd. 
Of the same for v acres of meadow in benetenges, lately his 
father’s, at the same term xxd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land near Ackworth Gate, lately 
his father’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for v acres of meadow within Benetenges, lately his 
father’s, at the same term xxd. 
Of the same for an acre and a half of land near Cromwell, lately 
his father’s, at the same term vjd. 
Of Robert Brantingham for a waste plot at the entrance to the 
shop and near pynfald at the same term ijd. 
Of Wiliam Huynge for 1} acres of land in Newcrofte, lately in 
the hand of Nicholas Fleshewer, at the same term viijd. 
Of the same for ij acres of land, lately in the hand of Thomas 
Feney, at the same term viijd. 
Of the same for 111] acres of land near the foss in the hand of 
the same Thomas xvjd. 


Of the same for an acre and a half of land within Benetenges, 
lately in the hand of Nicholas Fleshewer, at the same term vjd. 
Of the prior of St. Oswald for ij acres of land at the Stulpe, 
lately Thomas Hardwicke’s, at the same term xijd. 
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Of the same for an acre of land, lately the same Thomas’s, at the 


same term 1jd. 
Of the same for vj acres of land in Newcroft, lately the same 
Thomas’s, at the same term 1]S. 
Of the same for one acre of land there, lately the same Thomas's, 
at the same term iijd. 
Of the same for waste before his tenement for a paling to be put 
up, lately the said Thomas’s, at the same term jd. 
Of Peter Ward for an acre of land in Newcrofte, lately Robert 
Warde’s, at the same term liijd. 
Of Wiliam Mathewson for 11j acres of land in Newcrofte, lately 
Alice Spicer’s, at the same term xij. 
Of the same for 1j acres and a half of land in Holksike, lately the 
said Alice’s, at the same term sd. 
Of the same for 11j acres of land, lately in the hands of the same 
Alice, at the same term x1jd. 
Of the same for i1j acres of meadow, lately the same Alice’s, at 
the same term xijd. 
Of Robert Baxster for a house in Southgate, lately Wi. 
Rand’s xijd. 
Of Robert Scorchburghe for half an acre of land at Deadman 
graves, lately John Clerke’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for an acre and a half at Holksike in divers buttes 

at the same term vjd. 
Of Richard Popeley for 1} acres les mores, lately Alice Benet’s, 

at the same term viijd. 
Of the same for an acre and a half lying near the spitell, lately 
the same Alice’s lijd. 
Of Robert Scorchburghe for a garden in Newgate at the same 
term mid. 
Of the same for a plot of waste at the entrance to his shop at 
the market zate at the same term 1jd. 
Of the same for an acre at Deadmangraves, lately John Clerke’s, 

at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for ii1j acres of land within Benetenges-at the same 
term xvjd. 


Of the same for an acre of land in le hale at the same term  ijd. 
Of the same for an acre of land in the north street on Brakenhill ijd. 
Of the heirs of Wiliam Johnson for divers land in Pontfret field, 


lately John Lewes’s, at the same term xlijd. ob. 
Of ij houses below the castle, lately Thomas Wodsome’s, for 
xviijd., nil because in the hand of the lord nibh. 
Of Robert Swillington for a pair of Traves in the new market at 
the same term iiijd. 
Of the same for ij acres and a half of land behind les freres, lately 
William Gaiton’s, at the same term vd. 


Of the same for three acres of land at the stulpe, lately Alice 
Gayton’s, at the same term xijd. 
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Of the same for half an acre of land at Holsike, lately of the same 


Alice’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for iij acres of meadow, lately of the same Alice, 
at the same term 1x4. 


Of the same for half an acre of land behind les freres, lately of the 
same Alice, at the same term jd. 
Of the same for an acre of land on the Dalebanke, lately in the 


hands of Dionisius Clerke, at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for an acre of land in the north field, lately the same 
Alice’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of the same for vij acres of land in Semanflattes, lately the same 
Alice’s, at the same term ijs. 1ujd. 
Of the same for ij acres of land near Gilcroftsike, lately the same 
Alice’s, at the same term ilijd. 
Of the same for j acre of land near Abbayflat, lately the same 
Alice’s, at the same term ijd. 
Of John Haliday of Hardwicke for vij acres of land in Seman- 
flattes, at the same term ijs. 14d. 
Of the heirs of Richard Bunny for divers holdings in the field of 
Fery, lately Alice Robert’s, at the same term XG 
Of the same for v acres of land near the spitell, lately the same 
Alice’s, at the same term xd. 
Of the same for a garden in Bondgate, lately the same Alice’s, 
at the same term xijd. 
Of the same for v acres of land in a close beside the park, lately 
the same Alice’s, at the same term xd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land near Ackworth gate at the 
same term ijd. 
Of a plot of waste opposite the tenement of John Purser n2/ 
because in waste [decasu] at the same term ijd. 
Of the heirs of John Boxe for divers holdings in divers fields at 
the same term XV1JS. 
Of divers holdings, lately in the hands of John Knotting, of 
escheat, at the same term OS 
Of the heirs of John Roller for 111j acres of land at Cromwell 
at the same term xvjd. 
Of the same for an acre and a half of land lying in vj selions be- 
side the Benetenges at the same term vjd. 
Of the same for 1} acres and a half of land there adjacent at the 
same term xd. 


Of the same for an acre of land, lately Walter Broughton’s, 113d. 
Of the custodian of the service [custod’ servicii] of the blessed 
Mary in the church of all Saints for a house, lately Giliot Wolley’s, 
at the same term ijd. 
Of the heirs of Richard Skargill for an acre of land, lately in the 
tenure of John Pigborne, near Ackworthzate, at the same term 111d. 
Of the same for 1j acres of land there lately in the hand of Thomas 
Pert, at the same term viijd. 
Of the same for 1) acres of land in the north field, lately in the 
hand of John Brown, at the same term jd. 
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Of the Abbot of Kirkstall for 11] acres of land near the spitell, at 


the same term vj. 
Of the heirs of William Ruilleston for 11j acres of land on Bag- 
hill vjd. 
Of John Leedes for a house in Bondgate, lately Thomas Hick- 
son’s, at the same term xvid. 
Of Nicholas Skelbroke for a house and garden there at the same 
term 1148. 
Of John Bubwith for a tenement, lately Adam Birchland’s, 
1js. viljd. 
Of the same for new rent for , at the same term, vjd. 
Of William Walker for a garden called Tenterland howse and an 
acre at Dale banke at the same term XxXlijd. 
Of the tenant of Holmeland in the field of Fery and Freston at 
the same term llijs. xjd. 


Of the heirs of William Knottingley for xij acres of land ijs. 111}. 
Of the heirs of Robert Frankishe for 111] acres of land there at 


the same term viljd. 
Of the heirs of Elen Hare for i1j acres of meadow yearly at the 
same term vjd. 


Of the wife of John Chamberlayn for a tenement in Bongate, 
lately John Metham’s, and pays yearly at the same term __ijs. 1). 
Of Robert Cade for a tenement in Tanshelf, lately Adam Pyn- 


der’s, and pays yearly at the same term xijd. 
Of the same for 1} acres 11} roods of land in Sourelandes, lately 
John Chamberlayn’s, and pays yearly at the same term xjd. 
Of the same for v acres and a half of land at Newcrofte, lately 
the same John’s, at the same term Xx1jd. 
Of the same for 1j acres of land at Deadmangraves, lately the 
said John’s, at the same term viljd. 
Of the same for ij acres and a half of land at Jes doles, lately the 
same John’s, at the same term xd. 
Of John Brighouse for 1] acres of land in Sourelandes, formerly 
William Litster’s, at the same term viljd. 
Of John Risheworth for an acre of land behind les freres, lately 
the same William’s, at the same term 1jd. 
Of the same for half an acre of land in New crofte, lately the same 
William’s, at the same term id. 
Of Robert Jackson and his parceners for xij acres of land in 
Semanflattes at the same term iiijs. 
Of William Smyth for a plot of waste to enlarge his garden in the 
North pool, at the same term ijd. 
Of Ralph Iles for a tenement in Saltrawe, lately John Kighley’s, 
at the same term 1xXa: 
Of Robert Metheley fisher of new rent for enlarging his tenement 
in Mikelgate yearly at the same term ijd. 
Of the within the vill of Pont’ at the same term viijs. tijd. 


The total amount of the Castle rent xxij/z. vs.1jd. ob. 
1] lbs. of pepper 
and j lb. cummin, 


Dhe Arms of Leeds, 


By W. B. BARWELL TURNER. 


The change in the armorial ensigns of the City of Leeds effected 
by the authority of the Heralds’ College is, in itself, an event of 
sufficient importance in municipal history to be duly chronicled by 
the Thoresby Society; and it offers an appropriate opportunity for 
a little discussion on civic armory and the Leeds bearings in par- 
ticular. The Leeds arms have frequently been the topic of con- 
troversy in the antiquarian and correspondence columns of the 
local press; and it appears that about twenty years ago one of our 
most notable City Fathers was perturbed in his mind as to the 
propriety and legality of the existing heraldic usages of the City in 
which he is so conspicuous a figure. And now that the familiar 
owls have undergone a change of colour at the hands of His Majesty’s 
Officers of Arms, it will be well at the outset if we commence this 
article with the full text of the confirmation of crest and supporters 
granted to the City. The document! runs as follows: 


To all and Singular to whom these Presents shall come Sir Henry 
Farnham Burke, Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order, 
Companion of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Garter 
Principal King of Arms, Charles Harold Athill Esquire, Member of 
the Royal Victorian Order, Clarenceux King of Arms, and William 
Alexander Lindsay Esquire, One of His Majesty’s Counsel learned 
in the Law, Norroy King of Arms Send Greeting WHEREAS ALBERT 
BRAITHWAITE Esquire, Lord Mayor of the City oF LEEDs hath repre- 
sented unto His Excellency Edmund Bernard, Viscount FitzAlan of 
Derwent, Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Victorian Order, Com- 
panion of the Distinguished Service Order, Lieutenant General and 
General Governor of Ireland, One of His Majesty’s Most Honourable 
Privy Council, and Deputy to The Most Noble Bernard Marmaduke, 
Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshall and Hereditary Marshall of England, 
on behalf of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of the -said 
City that the Crest and Supporters which have been used for many 
years by the Corporation thereof do not appear to have been duly 
recorded in the College of Arms, he therefore requested the favour 
of His Excellency’s Warrant for Our confirming and assigning the 
said Crest and Supporters with such variations as may be necessary 


1 Copied from the original in the possession of the Corporation, 
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to be borne and used by them and their successors in their corporate 
capacity on Seals Shields or otherwise according to the Laws of Arms 
AND FORASMUCH as His Excellency did by Warrant under his hand 
‘and the Seal of the Earl Marshall bearing date the seventeenth day 
of October last authorize and direct Us to confirm and assign such 
Crest and Supporters accordingly KNow YE THEREFORE that We 
the said Garter Clarenceux and Norroy in pursuance of the aforesaid 
Warrant and by virtue of the Letters Patent of Our several Offices 
to each of Us respectively granted do by these Presents confirm and 
assign unto the said Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of the City 
OF LEEDs the Crest following that is to say: On a Wreath of the 
Colours Or and Azure, An Owl proper as the same is in the margin 
hereof more plainly depicted AND by the Authority aforesaid I the 
said Garter Principal King of Arms do further confirm and assign 
the Supporters following that is to say: On either side An Owl 
proper crowned Or as the same are in the margin hereof also more 
plainly depicted the whole to be borne and used for ever hereafter 
by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of the City of Leeds and 
their successors in their corporate capacity on Seals, Shields, or other- 
wise according to the Law of Arms. IN WITNESS whereof We the 
said Garter Clarenceux and Norroy Kings of Arms have to these 
Presents Subscribed our names and affixed the Seals of Our several 
Offices this seventh day of November in the Twelfth year of the 
Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the Fifth by the Grace of God 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the 
British Dominions beyond the Seas King Defender of the Faith, etc. 
and in the year of Our Lord One thousand nine hundred and twenty- 


ae H. FARNHAM BurRKE (L.S.) GARTER. 


C. H. Arum. (L.S.) CLARENCEUX. 
W. A, Linpsay (L.5.) NorrRoy. 


The Borough of Leeds was first incorporated by Royal Charter 
of King Charles I, 13 January, 1626, in the second year of his reign. 
An English translation of the Latin original was printed by James 
Wardell in 1846 in The Municipal History of the Borough of Leeds in 
the County of York; and by the charter the government of the town 
was vested in an Alderman, nine principal Burgesses (the most 
noteworthy of whom was the ever memorable John Harrison) and 
twenty Assistants by the style and title of ‘‘ The Alderman and 
Burgesses of the Borough of Leedes in the County of York.” And 
by the Charter it was declared that ‘‘the alderman and burgesses of 
the borough aforesaid, and their successors for ever, may have a 
common seal, to serve for transacting all causes and businesses 
whatsoever, and that it shall and may be lawful for the same alder- 
man and burgesses of the borough aforesaid, and their successors, the 
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said seal at their pleasure, to break, change and new make, as to 
them shall seem best to be done.” - 

A Corporate seal’ was duly made bearing the inscription : SIGILLVM 
BVRGI: DE. LEEDES: 1626, and adorned with an achievement of arms 
(azure) a‘ fleece (or), supported by two owls (argent) ducally crowned 
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—the first armorial bearings attributed to the town, and very appro- 
priate, too. The fleece, of course, bore testimony to the town’s 
staple trade; while the supporters were a delicate compliment to 
the first Alderman of the new-made borough, the wealthy and in- 


1 The seal is figured with its three successors by Wardell on plate I, 
facing p. 96. 
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fluential Sir John Savile of Howley Hall, afterwards first Lord Savile 
of Pontefract, whose arms were, a silver shield with a sable bend 
and three silver owls on the bend. 

Mr. Wardell possessed a silver badge, which he thought should be 
attributed to the same period as the first seal, and ‘‘ formerly be- 
longing to one of the four waits appointed by the Corporation.” 
The badge is illustrated on Plate III of Wardell’s work, and shows 
the arms, and supporters as on the seal except that the supporting 
owls wear Earl’s coronets on their heads instead of the heraldic 
- ducal -crowt,”’ 

After the Restoration of Charles II the condition of the muni- 
cipal corporations in England was one of the first concerns of 
Parliament,?and the merchants, cloth workers, and other inhabitants 
of Leeds were not slow to petition for a new charter in place of the 
former one which appears to have fallen in desuetude. A new 
charter was granted by the King on 2 November, 1662 (13 Charles IT), 
and the government of the town was thereby conferred upon a 
Mayor, twelve Aldermen, and twenty-four Assistants under the 
style of “‘ The Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough of 
Leedes in the County of York.” The new charter contained the like 
declaration as to the provision and use of a corporate seal as the old 
charter of Charles I. 

The first Mayor under the new charter was Thomas Danby, Esq., 
a member of a family long connected with the town and neigh- 
bourhood. In the fifteenth century Sir James Danby of Thorpe 
Perrow married Agnes Langton, daughter of Sir John Langton of 
Farnley, in the parish of Leeds; and the Danbys ultimately obtained 
that estate. He died in 1497 and desired to be buried in Leeds 
Parish Church. His son, Sir Christopher Danby (died 1521), and 
his wife, Mary Scrope, were commemorated by an inscription in 
Leeds Church; and their son, another Christopher, was likewise 

1 These were really the arms of the Saviles of Thornhill, from whom the 
Howley branch came ‘“‘ on the wrong side of the blanket.’’ In Sir William 
Fayrfax’s Booke of Armes (Foster, Visitations of Yorkshire 1584-5 and 1612, 
p. 649), Robert Savile, of Howley, bears the arms: Argent on a bend sable 
three owls of the field, over all a bendlet sinister. In an Elizabethan Roll of 
Northern Heraldry (printed in Surtees Society, vol. xli, at p. xxiv) Sir John 
himself (then plain ‘‘ Esquire’’) bears the same sign of bastardy, 1.e. @ 
baton sinister gules. Be that as it may Sir John Savile seems to have washed 
his father’s birth-stain from his shield, and borne the Savile arms undifferenced; 
while his son and grandson, successively Earls of Sussex, are credited in Doyle’s 
Official Baronage of England (vol. ili, p. 490) with the whole of the quarterings 


of the Thornhill line, to which they could lay no claim by descent. Was this 
also ‘‘ by authority ”’ ? 


aSee statute, 13 Car. Il, c. 1. 
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remembered in 1533.' There was thus a long hereditary connection 
between the Danbys and Leeds, and it is not singular that the new 
Mayor’s local ties should find expression in the Borough arms on the 
new seal made in 1662.? 

The Danby family bore argent three chevrons braced sable, on a 
chief sable three mullets argent, and the Danby chief and mullets 
were added to the Leeds arms and thenceforward used. Long may 
they flourish undisturbed ! The then new Leeds shield, azure a 
fleece or, on a chief sable three mullets argent, was evidently accepted 
by Sir William Dugdale, Norroy King of Arms, in spite of the very 
unusual breach of the generally accepted law of heraldry in placing 
colour upon colour; but Leeds citizens may well agree with that 
eminent heraldic authority, the late Sir W. H. St. John Hope, when 
he said that “‘ the townsfolk devised for themselves a pretty and most 
appropriate shield of arms.’ In the past it has been held by many 
critics that the Leeds arms were purely assumptive and “ without 
authority—even by such a very careful local antiquary as the late 
Mr. John Stansfeld’’4; but they were recorded on the strength of 
user alone by Dugdale at his Visitation in 1665,° and this conclusion 
has also been accepted by that ardent champion of the rights of 
Heralds’ College, Mr. A. C. Fox-Davies.® 

Although the arms were thus settled in 1662, and again appeared 
on the new corporate seal of 1689,” it was not until 1836 (when the 
Corporation was reconstituted under the Municipal Corporations 
Act, 1835) that the full insignia of shield, crest, supporters and the 
motto “‘ Pro Rege et Lege’ were engraved on the Borough Seal,® 
and they have been used ever since. 

It is not a little curious to find that in the plate illustrating 
Queen Anne’s statue placed on the front of the old Moot Hall in the 
first edition of Thoresby’s Ducatus Leodiensis (1715), the arms 
shown are those of the seal of 1626. The engraving is a rather 
poor one, the fleece having his head turned to the sinister side of the 

1 See the arms and inscriptions in Leeds Parish Church noted by Robert 
Glover during his Visitation, 1584-5 (ed. by J. Foster, pp. 463-4). 

2 Wardell, plate I, fig. 2. 


3“ English Municipal Heraldry’ (Arch@ological Journal, xlii, 195). 


4 See ‘‘ Notes and Queries,”’ Yorkshive Weekly Post, September and October, 
1891. 

5 Thoresby Society, Xv, 193. 

6 The Book of Public Arms (1915), p. 432. He states that the arms were 


recorded at “‘ the Visitation of the County of Yorkshire (sic) in 1662,’’ which 
must mean that of Dugdale in 1665-6. 


7 Wardell, plate I, fig. 3. 
ST bia. is. 4. 
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shield, which is supported by two owls, with two civic maces crossed 
behind the shield. A similar, but more correct engraving is to be 
found on John Cossins’ New and Exact Plan of the Town of Leedes' 
(circ. 1721-9). In Burke’s Armory the chief on the shield is blazoned 
as oy, and the mullets sable—the error probably having arisen from 
the plate in Wardell’s Mumicipal History, where the chiefs are shown 
with the conventional dots representing the heraldic gold, though 
Wardell gives the correct blazon of the arms in his text. The like 
error appears (through bad engraving ?) on later seals used by the 
Corporation. | 

The most careful study of English Municipal Heraldry is that 
by the late Sir William St. John Hope, to which reference has already 
been made. He has shown that arms were assumed by corporate 
bodies very early in history, the oldest known being the dimidiated 
shield of England and the Earldom of Chester, borne on the seal of 
Chester in 1283, followed very soon afterwards by the various 
Corporations of the Cinque Ports, and many others. In Yorkshire 
the arms of York date from the fourteenth century, and Hull from 
1430 at the least. Not till Tudor times did the practice arise of 
towns obtaining grants from the Heralds, who having become a cor- 
porate body themselves, were pushing their pretensions to the full ; 
and granting new and cumbrous coats in the place of simple and 
artistic ones, or confirming and allowing at their Visitations arms 
already sanctioned by generations of long user.2. The arms of cer- 


1 Thoresby Society, ix, facing p. 204. 

2 Notably Gloucester, Greenwich, Cambridge, Eye, and Evesham. Sir 
William Hope very justly remarks, ‘‘ Of the arms assumed by or granted to the 
numerous towns that have sprung up or been incorporated since 1836 it is 
unnecessary tospeak. I will only say that nearly one hundred arms and crests 
have during this sixty years, 1836-1895, been added to our list, and that they 
are generally unworthy of the nineteenth century ” (Arche@ological Journal, 
xlii, 195). Two examples—not cited by Sir William Hope—will suffice. 
Sheffield, from its incorporation until 1875 bore a modest and simple enough 
coat assumed by the Borough: azure, a bundle of arrows saltivewtse, tied 
in the middle, between two pheons. In the latter year the Heralds’ College 
provided the following: per fesse azure and vert, in chief eight arrows 
interlaced saltirewtse, banded argent, and in base three garbs fessewise or; 
the last charge being an adoption from the well-known Lincolnshire family of 
Sheffield, Dukes of Buckingham and Earls of Mulgrave. Crest: on a wreath 
of the colours, a lion rampant argent, gorged with a collar, and holding between 
the paws an antique shield azure, charged with eight arrows, as in the arms. 
The City of Birmingham went even further than this in a blundered adaptation 
of a fine medieval shield. The Lords of that place, who took their name from 
the town, in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries bore: azure a bend engrailed 
(in modern blazon of lozenges) or (Dunstable, Arden, Guillim, and St. George 
Rolls). Later in the fourteenth century they bore: per pale indented argent and 
sable (Powell and Willement’s Rolls), later still both coats were quartered to- 
gether by the de Birmingham family, as Dugdale (Warwickshire, p. 634) re- 
cords the following arms as existing in the Guild of the Holy Cross, Birmingham; 
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tain Yorkshire cities and boroughs—York, Beverley, Hedon, Hull, 
Pontefract, and Doncaster—appear in Glover’s Visitation, 1584-5; 
but no one approaching the subject from the point of view of true 
history would allow that the noble shield of the northern metropolis, 
already venerable with the use of two centuries, owes its right to 
“authority ’’ by being tricked in Master Glover’s book. 

It must be borne in mind that the ancient practice of the Heralds 
was to allow arms to families on mere evidence of user for a greater 
or less period, and Mr. Paley Baildon, in his exhaustive articles on 
Heralds’ College and Prescription,’ has given a wealth of examples 
gathered from the practice of Tudor and Stuart days. And if 
families might claim and be allowed arms by mere force of prescrip- 
tion and long user without any proof of a grant from any heraldic 
authority (as was undoubtedly the case in the past), surely the like 
test must apply and be reasonable in the case of a body of towns- 
people who could produce the undeniable evidence of the use of 
their corporate seal. This, at any rate, seems to have been acted 
upon by the visiting Heralds at Exeter (1564), Coventry (1619), 
Buckingham (1566), and other towns. There can be little doubt 
that this rule was in Dugdale’s mind when he recorded the Leeds 
arms in 1665, for of formal grant from the College of Arms there 
is no hint. 

With regard to the crest and supporters, Sir Wm. Hope observes 
that, “‘ Theoretically the use of a crest by a corporation is an ab- 
surdity, since a crest is essentially the ornament that surmounts a 
helm, and a corporation, not being an individual, cannot wear a 
helm, nor properly treat it even as a device...... It being con- 
ceded that shields might be assumed by corporations, the use of 
supporters would naturally follow.” The oldest civic crest is that 
of London, dating from 1539, and several grants of crests only, or 


Quarterly, 1 and 4, per pale indented argent and sable, 2 and 3, azure a bend of 
lozenges ov. The first corporation seal of the town (used 1838-1867) bore a 
shield with a travesty of the last-mentioned arms: Quarterly, I and 4, azure a 
bend sinister of lozenges or; 2 and 3, per pale indented argent and sable. In 
1867, in consequence of representations made to them, the Corporation adopted 
anew coat: Quarterly, 1 and 4, azure a bend of lozenges or (correct this time); 
2 and 3, per pale indented or and gules—the second and third quarters being the 
arms of the Jvish Berminghams, Barons of Athenry, and not the family who 
lorded it in the town in the middle ages. In 1888 the Heralds’ College set the 
official seal on this misreading of history by granting a more complicated 
achievement of new arms: Quarterly, 1 and 4, azure a bend of five lozenges or; 
2and 3, per pale indented of the last and gules, over all a fesse ermine, and on the 
fesse a mural crown of the second. Truly Sir William Hope’s remarks are well 
justified. 

1 The Ancestor, vols. vili, ix, and x. See also The Prescriptive Use of Arms 
(ibid., ii, 40-47), in which Dugdale’s own practice is discussed. 
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of crests and supporters, were made temp. Elizabeth, though many 
ancient cities and towns to this day have used neither crests nor 
supporters. 

To examine the confirmation of crest and supporters to the City 
of Leeds—it will be observed that is not a “ grant,” thus testifying 
to the fact that the Heralds’ College have returned to the earlier and 
better practice of confirming and allowing an existing usage—it 
cannot be contended that the change in colour of the crest and sup- 
porters from silver to “‘ proper ’’ is a move in the direction of better 
or more scientific heraldry. The silver owls, borrowed as they were 
from the Savile shield, bore direct witness to the person and family 
of the first civic head of the town, and had therefore a distinctive 
and historical value; but no one can allow that the feathered bipeds 
provided by His Majesty’s Officers of Arms represent anything, un- 
less it be the aviary at Roundhay Park or the Museum in Park Row ! 
The old crest and supporters at any rate had the sanction of long 
user; and it might well be agreed, on the strength of heraldic prac- 
tice in the past, that such long user had given these insignia a valid 
authority and that the Leeds Corporation had a good title to the 
same by prescription. Ifthe City of Leeds in its corporate capacity 
committed an armorial sin in not obtaining due “ authority ”’ for its 
crest and supporters, it sinned in very good company; for the 
Corporation of the City of London has never sought the same for its 
silver dragon’s wing crest charged with the cross of St. George, or its 
well-known griffin supporters—notable ensigns enough with cen- 
turies of history behind them—but “ without authority” in the 
eyes of Mr. Fox-Davies. 

One word in conclusion, on the confirmation the crest of Leeds 
is depicted as resting upon a helmet. This would seem to show that 
the modern practice of the Heralds is very far removed from that 
advocated by Sir William Hope. It is to be observed that the new- 
made arms of the Boroughs of Batley, Battersea, Bermondsey, 
Blackpool, Bury, Eccles, Marylebone, and West Bromwich (to name 
a few picked out at random) figure in Mr. Fox-Davies’ work! with 
crested helms, and all “by authority.”” Perhaps heraldic pro- 
priety would have been most duly satisfied had Leeds sacrificed its 
time-honoured owls, and like Pudsey, which bids us “‘ Be just and 
fear not,’”’ use a simple shield of arms only and a motto. 

1 The Book of Public Arms. | It is but fair to the present heralds to observe 
that the Elizabethan heralds did exactly the same, and in medieval times no 


crest was borne without a helmet, but in those days no corporate crest was 
known, so we have no precedent from the best and truest times of heraldic art. 


Che Shilletos of the CHlest Riding 
of Workshtre. 


By ROWLAND JAMES SHILLETO. 


ORIGIN AND EARLY INSTANCES OF THE NAME. 


On several occasions attempts have been made to elucidate 
the origin and meaning of the surname Shillito or Shilleto, but 
so far, I think, without any real success. Bardsley, the well-known 
etymologist, says, “this great Yorkshire name completely baffles 
me ’’; but he inclines to the general belief that the name is not 
local. No entryis found in any of the great rolls like the Testa de 
Nevill, Hundred Rolls, or Placita Quo Warranto, neither has any 
prefix “de ”’ been found among the earliest references to the name in 
Yorkshire. One suggestion was offered some years ago that the 
name may have been a corruption of “ De Sigillo.”! Robert de 
Sigillo was one of the signatories to the charter of Hugh de Laval 
to the monks at Pontefract in 1121. Whitaker sees in this name the 
surname La Scel or Lascelles. Perhaps a more probable suggestion 
is that given by Baring-Gould, who points to a probable derivation 
from the Dutch Schilte. Be this asit may, the Rev. William Shilleto 
(1817-1883), who had made a particular study of it, declared that 
the name owed its origin to the river Scheldt in Flanders. The 
family tradition has always been that in the fourteenth century, 
when Edward III invited Flemish merchants to England, the 
Shilletos came over and settled in the West Riding of Yorkshire. 
I have two reasons to record which incline to strengthen this tradi- 
tion. Firstly, that no mention of the name has been found in Eng- 
land prior to that period, and secondly, in the fact that a family 
of the name were thriving in the weaving industry at Ypres, during 
the seventeenth century, which family is now represented by the 
Rev. William Francis Shillito, M.A., of Kingston-on-Thames (see 
p. 308). 

The earliest occurrence of the name so far discovered is that of 
William Shillito, whose name is found in a fine dated Trin. Term, 
48 Edw. III (1374), relating to lands in Pontefract. Four years 


1 Notes and Queries, 1914. 
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later we find the name (Selito) in the neighbouring villages of Hough- 
ton and Whitwood, who no doubt would be of the family of Ponte- 
fract. Again in 1403-is recorded administration to the effects of 
Agnes, wife of John Schilleto (so spelled) of Snydal, near Normanton 
(Thoresby Soc., xxii, 259). As the name becomes more common, the 
variations in the spelling become greater. We find among other 
orthography: Shelyto, Schelitoo, Shelleto, Shillito, Shilleto, Shillitoe, 
and so on. It appears that the most common way of spelling the 
name in the parish registers was Shillito, though Shilleto, Shillitoe, 
and Shelleto occur often. In the grant of arms to the family of 
Houghton, by Sir Wm. Dethick in 1602, the name is given as Shel- 
letto, though the grantee’s grandson was Shilleto.' Again, in the 
confirmation of the arms of the Heath branch the spelling was 
Sheleto. 
SHILLITO OF FEATHERSTONE. 

Featherstone would appear to have been the first settlement of 
the Shillitos of which we have any definite record. The Poll Tax 
of 1378 shows that there were living in Whitwood, parish of Feather- 
stone, no less than four married couples of the name, some of whom 
paid 6d., while the remainder paid the usual agricultural rate of 4d. 
They were undoubtedly all closely related, and from these descend 
all the subsequent branches of Shillitos portrayed in these pages. 
William Shillito appears in this list, and it seems that he was the 
same William Shillito whose name is recorded as defendant in a 
fine in 1374, when the property in dispute was a messuage with six 
acres of land in Pontefract. He married Sybil, one of the four 
daughters of Joan Mirfield, who had died in Dec., 1380, seized of 
the Manor of Shelf, co. York. In an Inq.p.m., 4 Rich. II (Feb. 8, 
1381), Joan Mirfield held a messuage (in ruins) and 60 acres of land 
Witm amedow in Shelf. She diéd 22 Dec: then last. Beatrice ux, 
John de Moorhous (age 50), Sibel ux. William Shillyto (age 40), 
Margaret ux. Adam de Dodworth (age 30 ?), and Cecily ux. John 
Fuston (age 36), were her daughters and heirs. 

I.—In a rental of the Priory of Nostell of 1478 Edmund Shillito 
is stated to hold two acres of land in the fields of Aketon (par. of 
Featherstone); and a further memorandum in the same rental, 
relating to Ackton, says that Thomas Shilito occupies one acre of 
land lying upon a certain measure of land (stadium) called Dogekirk, 
abutting on Alcockbutts to the east and on Walt’bek to the west, 
etc. One of these was probably father of 


1See Mon. Inscr. at St. Helen’s, Stonegate, York. 
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I1.—Edmund Shillito of Ackton, temp. Hen. VIII. He married 
ANNA. 26% , who was buried at Featherstone 11 June, 1577. The 
following is an abstract of his will, dated 4 Feb., 1568: 

“To be buried in the church yard at Featherston nie unto the 
corpses of my father and mother... To Myles Shillito my sonne 
all my plow and wayne geare after the decease of my wife... To 
the children of William Clarkson everye of them a yewe Hogge. To 
Richard Elliots two children one yewe Hogge ... To Eliz. daughter 
of Thomas Shillito a yowe hogge. To Richard and Edmund sons 
of the said Thomas Shillito either of them one yowe anda lamb... 
To Ellen Bardon my servant one yowe hogge. To Peter Cooke my 
servant vjs. vujd. To Ann my wife the lease of the corn Tythes 
of Featherston for her life and after her decease to Myles my sonne.”’ 

Edmund was Banc on 8 April, 1569, an old man, and left issue: 
(rt) Miles Shillito (see below, III); (2) Katherine, living 1568; 
(3) Mary, wife of Richard Elliot, mar. 1565. 

IlI.—Miles Shillito of Ackton, son and heir. Married Alice 
Vicars at Featherstone, 1560. He was buried there 6 April, 1591. 
Issue: (1) Edward Shillito of Ackton, bapt. 1561, mar. Frances 
Bloom at F., 1580, and had issue: (i) Anne, bapt. 1581; (11) Merrial, 
wife of John Walker of Methley; (iii) Francis, died in infancy; 
(iv) Alice, diedininfancy. (2) Margaret, bapt. 1565; (3) Thomas S., 
bapt. 1567; (4) Paul S., of Ackton, bapt. 1569, bur. there 1643; 
(5) John S., bapt. 1571; (6) Bartholomew S. (see below, IV); 
(7) Frances, bapt. 1576; (8) Isabel, bapt. 1578; (9g) Robert S., bapt. 
1580; (10) Elizabeth, bapt. 1583, mar. Thos. Dolyff of Warmfield, 
1602. 

IV.—Bartholomew Shillito of Ackton and Whitwood, baptised 
23\Aug., 1573... Married; firstly, Frances... -.. , who died in 1621; 
secondly, Mary Elliot, at Featherstone, in 1624, where she was buried 
in 1659. He was buried there in 1655, having had issue by the first 
wife: (x) Frances, bapt. 1603; (2) Elizabeth, bapt. 1604; (3) Sarah, 
bapt. 1607; (4) Michael (see below, V); (5) Richard S%., bapt. 
and ~bur., 1611 ;- (6) wAlice;” bapt. 9161357 (7) snnebapt wire 
(8) Rebecca, bapt. 1617. Issue by second wife: (1) Judith, bapt. 
1626; (2) Dorothy, bapt. 1628. 

V.—Michael Shillito of Whitwood, baptised 14 May, 1609. 
Married Frances Shillito of Whitwood, 1639, and had issue: (r) Ste- 
Vet oMuivomay 1). 

VI.—Steven Shillito of Pontefract Park, baptised at Featherston 
22 Aug., 1645, buried there in 171r. By his wife Susan, who died 
in 1710, he left-issue: (x) Steven Shillito (VII). 
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VII.—Steven Shillito, baptised 15 Jan., 1678, and buried at 
Featherstone 16 Aug., 1698. 


From the early members of the Featherstone family of Shillitos 
descended : 

Robert Shillito of Featherstone (see below, I). 

William Shilito of Whitwood, Bailiff of Whitwood temp. Hen. 
VIII. Will proved 1541. In his will he desired to be buried in 
the Lady Choir at Featherston. One of the witnesses to the will 
was Thos. Wilkinson, and it seems probable that he had married 
Margaret, the daughter of the testator. This would account for the 
legacies given by Margaret Wilkinson of Whitwood, in 1558, to the 
children of Thomas Shillito of Aberford, who was probably a cousin. 
William was a legatee under the will of his brother Robert in 1531. 
By his wife Agnes he left issue: (1) Richard Shillito; (2) John S.; 
(3) Elizabeth; (4) Margaret (?), wife of Thomas Wilkinson of Whit- 
wood, will proved 1555. 

Thomas Shelito of Whitwood. By will dated 9 May, 1537, he 
bequeathed the residue of his goods to William S. and Robert S., 
whom he made exors. (see willin Thoresby Soc. Miscellanea, xi, 314). 
His wife apparently died during his life. Will proved by William S. 
in 1537. He married, and had issue: (1) Richard Shelito; (2) Oliver 
S, (GG) Thomas 5. (seep. 293); (4) Elizabeth; (5) Alice; (6) Anne; 
(7) John S. of City of York, Notary; Chamberlain 1548, Sheriff 
1551-2; mar. Margaret, daughter of John Lewis, Lord Mayor of 
York 1550; bought a piece of land called Burkwood at Crofton from 
Sir Hen. Savile, Surveyor of West Riding, for £90, and left it to his 
daughter Anne; an abstract of his will dated 24 Aug., 1558, is as 
follows: 

‘ John Shillito of y® Citie of Yorke, notarie,... It’ I bequeath 
to the Fabric of the Metropolitan Church at York xuj§iij4. To 
Featherstonne Church, whear I was borne, vj§ viij4. To everye one 
of my foure children tenne pounde in plaite to be assigned to them 
of my own plaite at y® discrecon of my supervisors. To Anne my 
doughter and Georg my sonne, in considercion of their legacies lefte 
vnto them by their granfather Lewis 11j4 betwene them. And to 
Margaret for such lyke xx8. And whear I have paide unto maister 
Henrie Savell Esquier beinge Surveyor of the West Ridding foure 
score tenne pounde for a certayne pece of land called Burkwood 
bottome wt» certaine arable land therunto belonging lying within ye 
parishe of Crofion amounting to y® yearly valor of thre powrde, I 
will that as shortly as c6veniently may be that M? Savell shall cause 


S 
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an assurance to be made by the discrecon of my supervisor to Anne 
Shelito myne eldest doughter & her heires for ever... And it is 
my will and mynd that Mt Robt Rishworth my sonne in law and she 
shall marie together 1f yt my good wiffe & her frends & they two 
Children ca so lovinglye accorde & agre. Andif y® Robt Rishworth 
doo marie my said doughter Anne then I do gyve vnto him my bay 
gelding or vj4iin money & my violet ingraine gowne. It’m I giue 
to everye of my brethren and sisters naturall x8a pece. Also I will 
that George my sonne shalbe at y® order of my goode maisters M* 
Doctor Palmes and M? Doctor Dakins & Mr. Whit with his portion 
& legacies. And my doughters Margaret & Janne the one of them 
to be y® order & bringing up of my wiffe And the other of the order 
& discrecon of Thomas Cowper and my brother Thomas Shelyto... 
Alsoe I give to my wife one of my best duble gilt great goblytts with 
cover during her life naturall and after her death it to remayne to 
Anne my doughter. To M* Doctor Dakins and M? Doctor Palmes 
one old Riall each for token, to Mr. Whytt my best velvet jacket. 
To my brother Grice my grey amblinge meare or xl8. And I make 
my wiffe & Anne my doughter my full executors... And I maike 
my said good M* Doctor Palmes, Mr. Doctor Dakins, Mr. Whyte, Mr. 
Goldthorpe & Maister Grice supervisors. And I gyue to M? Gold- 
thorpe on angell & a new Riall. And I will they shalbe allowed 
their Resonable charge when they travaile about any business. Hijs 
testibus magistro Ric€o White et Thomae Richardson.” (Proved 
5th December, 1558.) 


He was buried at Featherston 19 Nov., 1558. He left issue: 
(i) Anne, (?) wife of Robert Rishworth of Pontefract; (11) Margaret ; 
(iii) Jane; (iv) George S. of Pontefract (see p. 303). 

I.—Robert Shillito of Featherston. Desires, in his will dated 
30 Jan., 1531, to be buried in the churchyard at Featherston (see 
will in Thoresby Soc. Miscellanea, xi, 302). He left land to his son 
William, but the residue to his son Nicholas and Isabel, the widow. 
(Will proved 1535.) He had issue: (x) Nicholas Shillito (see below, 
II); (2) Richard S., living 1531; (3) William S. of Preston Jackling; 
by will dated 11 May, 1558, left the lease of his farm to his widow, 
Agnes, and sons William and Nicholas; died before May, 1559, 
leaving issue: (i) William; (11) Nicholas (see below); (ii) John; 
(iv) Richard, bur. 1596. Nicholas S. of P. J.; will proved April, 
1588; bur. at Featherston; had issue: (a) Janet, wife of Lionel 
Roberts; (0) Robert S.of P. J. Robert S. of P. J., heir, mar. Isabel 
Bloome 1580; he was bur. 1633 and she in 1609; they had issue: 
(a) Anne, bapt. 1580; (b) Mary, bapt. 1582; (c) James S., bapt. 
1585; (d) Ellen, bapt. 1586; (e) Elizabeth, bapt. 1588; (f) Isabel, 
bapt. 1591; (g) Nicholas S., bapt. 1593, bur. 1658; (2) Maude, wife 
Cte eres Foster; (7) William S. (see below); (7) Thomas S., bapt. 
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1604 (see p. 288). William S. of Whitehouse in Preston Jackling, 
bapt. 1596; will dated 28 Aug., 1657, proved 1658; he mar. Eliza- 
beth. . baat who died in the lifetime of her husband, leaving issue: 
(a) Isabel, granted admin. of her father’s will; (6) Elizabeth. 

II.—Nicholas Shillito of Preston Jackling, the elder. The fol- 
lowing is taken from his will, dated x April, 1558: 


“To be buried within the Sanctuary at Fetherston... To 
William my sonne a cowe that is letten to James Ellison. To 
Lancelot Fox wife a peck of wheat and to the boy that is with her 
of Peter Shillito’s another peck. To Robert Heptonstall wife one 
peke of wheat. To John Walton one peke of wheat. I give 2s. 
which Jennet Shellito oweth me to three of the youngest children 
of Robert Wagars of Hardwick. I will that my wife have my farm- 
hold during widowhood for the bringing up of my children, but if she 
remarry then I give the same to my sonnes John and William.” 


His will was proved 18 May, 1559. He married Agnes...... 
and had issue: (1) Richard Shillito, living 1558; (2) John S. (see 
below, III); (3) William S.; (4) Thomas S. of Castleford (?) (see 
p. 290); (5) James S.; (6) Mary; (7) Isabel; (8) Margaret. 

I1J.—John Shillito of Preston Jackling. Buried at Featherston 
to March, 1588. By his wife, Katherine, who died in 1508, he left 
issue: (I) William (see below, IV); (2) Nicholas S. of P. J., mar. 
Isabel Jackson at Featherstone 1576, bur. there 1601, having had 
issue: (i) Isabel, bapt. 1583; (ii) Nicholas, bapt. 1585; (i11) Sarah, 
bapt. 1586. . (3) John S. of P. J., mar. Eliz. Webster 1579; (4) Ste- 
phen S. of P. J., bur. at Featherston 1636, leaving issue by his wife: 
(i) Mary, bapt. 1609; (ii) Katherine, bapt. 1614; (i11) Elizabeth, 
bapt. 1611; (iv) Thomas, bapt. 1616; (v) Frances, bapt. 1618; 
(vi) Susan, bapt. 1621; (vii) Ann, bapt. 1622. 

IV.—William Shillito of Preston Jackling in the Hole. Married 
Isabel Abbot at Featherston 29 Nov., 1573. Buried there in 1601, 
when administration was granted to Ann Shillito for herself and the 
use of Isabel. His widow was buried in 1610, an old woman. 
Issue: (1) William Shillito (see below, V); (2) Isabel, bapt. 1578; 
(3) Ann, bapt. 158z; (4) Sarah, bapt. 1583. 

V.—William Shillito of the Hole House in Preston Jackling. 
Baptised 29 June, 1575. Married Frances..... , who died in 1616. 
He is mentioned in the will of Wm. Shillito of the Whitehouse, in 
1657 (see above). Buried at Featherstone 1663. Hadissue: (xz) Wil- 
liam Shillito, bapt. 1603, bur. 1663; (2) Robert 5S., bapt..1605; 
(3) Theophilus S., bapt. 1606; (4) Thomas S. (see below, VI); 
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(5) Joseph S., bapt. 1610; (6) Edward S., bapt. 1612; (7) Elizabeth, 
bapt. 1602, bur. in infancy; (8) Mary, bapt. 1611. 

VI.—Thomas Shilliito of Purston Jackling. Baptised 2 Oct., 
1608. Married Ann Boyne of Sandal Magna 1628, and buried at 
Featherston in 1641, leaving issue: (1) Allen Shillito, bapt. 1631; 
(2) Robert S., bapte1632 5 .(3) sJohn 9. bapt-916335> (4) d homassss 
(see below, VIT); (5) Mary, bapt. 1635; (6) Elizabeth, bapt. 1638. 

VII.—Thomas Shilito of Purston Jackling. Baptised 1641. 
Married in 1673 Margaret Vandravert of Ackton, daughter of Chris- 
tian Vandravert, a Dutch settler in the Levels in 1635. She was 
buried at Featherston in 1708, having had issue: (zr) Thomas 
Shillito (see below, VIII); (2) Robert S., bapt. and bur. 1680; 
(3) Elizabeth, bapt. and bur. 1676; (4) Mary, bapt. 1678, wife of 
Giles Denison of Methley, whose descendants are found in the 
Denisons of Leeds (well-known weighing-machine makers) and 
Methley. 

VIII.—Thomas Shillito of Purston Jackling. Baptised 22 Nov., 
1674. Administration of his goods was granted to his widow, 
Tabitha, 2 July, 1730. He left issue: (1) Tabitha, bapt. 1716, mar. 
at Crofton, 1738, to Jonathan Hammond; (2) Anne, bapt. 1726, bur. 
1728, mentioned in the will of Giles Denison of Methley. 


I.—Thomas Shillito of Whitwood. Baptised 1604. Son of 
Robert Shillito of Preston Jackling, who died in 1633 (see page 287). 
He was buried at Featherston in 1657, having had issue by his wife: 
(x) Mary, bapt. 1650; (2) Joseph S. (see below, II); (3) Benjamin S., 
bapt. 1657. 

I1.—Joseph Shillito of Whitwood Mere. Baptised 11 Sept., 
1654. Married Helen Webster of Mere, 1692, and was buried in 
1711, leaving issue: (xr) Richard Shillito, bapt. 1693; (2) Thomas S. 
(see below, III); (3) Joseph S., bapt. 1697; (4) Benjamin S., bapt. 
1704; (5) Elizabeth, bapt. 1700. 

I1IJ.—Thomas Shillito of Whitwood Mere. Baptised 1695. He 
married Mary Wilson of Loscoe at Featherston in 1725, died intes- 
tate, and was buried there in 1757, leaving issue: (1) Thomas Shillito, 
bapt. 1728; (2) Michael S. (see below, IV); (3) Joseph S., bapt. 1744; 
(4) Mary, bapt. 1726, bur. 1733; (5) Mary, bapt. 1734; (6) Elizabeth, 
bapt. 1739; (7) Martha, bapt. 1741. 

IV.—Michael Shillito of Purston Lodge, near Pontefract. Bap- 
tised 1730. Married Susanna Coates of Pontefract in 1754. He 
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was buried at Featherston on 5 June, 1804, and she in 1808, aged 84. 
They had issue: (1) Michael Shillito (see below, V); (2) John S., 
bapt. 1763; (3) Susanna, bapt. 1755; (4) Margaret, bapt. 1757; 
(5) Elizabeth, bapt. 1759. 

V.—Michael Shillito of Purston Lodge. Baptised 30 July, 1761. 
A considerable farmer and grazier in Featherston district. His 
daughter, Ann Susanna, was married at Featherston in 1819 to B. 
Boyes, eldest son of Thomas Boyes, British Hanoverian Consul 
at Hull, 


SHILLETO OF METHLEY, HOUGHTON, CASTLEFORD, YORK, AND 
HEATH. 


Methley, or Medley as it was frequently called in former times, 
was also an early settlement of the family. Among the registers 
of that parish (Thoresby Soc., x11) 114 separate entries of the name 
are to be found, commencing with the year 1563, and extending, 
with an occasional lapse of a few years, to the year 1812. This 
family was no doubt the same as that settled at Featherstone. In 
1521 William Shelito is mentioned in the will of William Lassy of 
Methley as his grandson. Again in 1522 Robert Shelyto is a legatee 
under the will of William Nunns of Methley. In 1545 four members 
of the family living at Methley paid their tribute to the subsidy 
levied on the Wapentake of Agbrig and Morley. It is believed 
that one of these, Robert Shellito, was father of the other three whose 
Christian names were Robert, William, and John. Robert the elder 
paid 18d. tax for property, while the others were only taxed 2d., 
4d., and Id. respectively. Robert Shillito was married at Methley 
in 1568 to Elizabeth Vevers, and two years later another Robert 
Shillito was married there to Alice, daughter of Robert Gigge, of 
the same parish, These may have been grandsons of the above 
Robert Shellito the elder, and ancestors of that family which con- 
tinued to reside in Methley until early in the last century. In the 
registers I find the following note: 

“The Rev. Mr. Benjamin Shillito was Curate at Methley during 
the incumbency of the Rev. Mr. Gilbert Atkinson. The latter was 
accidently shot betwixt his own house and his church at Methley. 
The former officiated on the Lord’s Day and was dead on Monday 
noon.” 

The Rev. Benj. Shilleto was apparently son of Thomas of Whit- 
wood, and would appear to have been baptised at Featherstone in 
1657. He was educated at Wakefield School, ard came up to Mag- 
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dalen College, Cambridge, where he iook his degree in 1678 and M.A. 
in 1685. He was buried at Methley 15 Feb., 1709, when adminis- 
tration of his goods was granted to his nephew, Michael Shillito. 


I.—Thomas Shillito of Whitwood, afterwards of Castleford, 
flourishing during the reign of Hen. VIII, would probably be son of 
Nicholas Shillito of Preston Jackling, whose will was proved in 1558. 
By will dated 21 Jan., 1576, Thomas left to his sons, Francis and 
John, his interest in the corn tythes of Featherstone, Preston, and 
Ackton. The following is an abstract of his will: 


“Thomas Shillito of Castleford ..., my bodie to be buried in 
decente manner in the parish church of Castleford nie unto my 
stoule ende. My interest in the howse I dwellin & in Richard Hoole’s 
howsse with the comodites to my sonne Hewghe Sillito. To my 
sonne Hewghe my table in the howsse, a cubbord and an iron range, 
my leade & stepfate & kilne geare. To my doughter, Anne S., wife 
of Thomas Lake, fyve of my beste ewes. My interest in the corne 
tythe of Fetherstone, Pruston and Aykton to my sonnes Frauncies 
S. & Johne S. To all my children sex pounde in consideration of 
my father in lawe & mother in lawe goods viz. Thomas & M’grete 
Nelsonns deceased. I make my sonne Thomas my heire & do geve 
to hime all my lande and Inheritance. To Thomas Layke and my 
sonne Frauncis foure of my draught oxen... Tomysonne Hewghe 
two of my beste oxen & a stotte stube headed. To mysonne Fraun- 
cis in the name of his childe poréon the farmhoulde that he dwellethe 
in... To my daughter Anne my best brass potte & beste pane. 
To my godsonne Thomas, my sonne Hewghe sonne, one of my beste 
kyne. To my children, John, Anne & Roberte, to euerie one of 
them fortie shillinge ... To everie of my cheldren a sillver sponne. 
To Elizabeth Layke tenne shillinge. Towards the mendinge of the 
highe wayes beyond the Heugh Layke howsse thre shillinge foure 
pence. My willis that debte I owe at the daye of my death to John 
Nalsone my landeslord, be paide of my whole goods. To my sone 
Roger my blacke horse. Executors my sons Thomas Shillito, clarke, 
& Hewghe Shillito. Witnesses, Arthur Mallet, gent., Thomas Duffan 
and Hewgh Walton.” (Proved by exors. g May, 1576.) 


He married Ann, daughter of Thomas Nalson of Methley by Mary, 
his wife (see Thoresby Soc. Miscellanea, xxiv, 369). She died during 
his lifetime. He left issue: (1) Thomas Shillito, Clerkin Holy Orders, 
heir to his father’s lands, took his B.A. degree at St. John’s College, 
Camb., 1555; M.A. 1559, Fellow of his College 1556; (2) Hugh S. 
(see below, II); (3) Roger S. of Castleford, whose name occurs in 
fines with reference to lands in Castleford, Houghton and Whit- 
wood, died in 1611; (4) Robert S.; (5) John S.; (6) Ann, wife of 
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Thomas Lake of Castleford (see ped. in Dugdale’s Visitation of Yorks., 
Surtees Soc.); (7) Francis S. of Whitwood, (?) also of Houghton. 

IJ.—Hugh Shillito of Whitwood. Succeeded to tenements in 
Whitwood on the death of his father. Married Agnes..... , who 
was buried in 1591. He was buried at Featherston in 1606, leaving 
issue: (xr) Thomas Shillito (see below, III). 

I1J.—Thomas Shillito of Whitwood. Legatee under will of his 
grandfather, Thomas S.,in 1576. Married, and had issue: (r) Fran- 
cis Shillito, bapt. 1609; (2) Thomas S., bapt. 1611; (3) Hugh S. 
(see below, IV). 

— IV.—Hugh Shillito of Whitwood. Baptised 1614. Buried at 
Featherston 1680. By his wife Ann, who died in 1685, he had 
issue: (xr) Hugh Shillito, bapt. 1652; (2) Richard S., bapt. 1655; 
(3) Elizabeth, bapt. 1651; (4) Susanna, bapt. 1648, bur. 1652; 
(5) Isabel, bapt. 1650; (6) Sarah, bapt. 1654; (7) Susanna, bapt. 


1657. 


Thomas Shilleto of Houghton, parish of Castleford. The fol- 
lowing is an abstract of his will, dated 23 Oct., 1573: 

“To be buried in the Parish Church of Castlefurthe. To Henry 
Gilliam, Elizabeth Gilliam, Margaret Giliam, and Witm Gilliam 
everie one of them xs., and I will that Sir Richarde my sone have the 
same until the aforesaid children come at lawfull aige to receyve yt 
themselves. To Elizabeth S., France S., and Alverey S., children of 
France Shilito of Houghton, everie of them one ewe &alamb. It’m 
to John S.,son of Thomas S. of Fryston, one ewe &alamb. To my 
brother Willm. my russet cote. To Margaret S. 148. To Isabel 
Belhouse one ewe lame. Superuisor of this will my son Sir Richard 
S. Rest to Elyzabeth my wyfe, Roger and John my sones & Anne 
my doughter, whom I make my lawfull executors. Witnesses, 
Willm. Nelson & Thomas Bilchife w! other moo.” (Proved 20 Jan., 
1574.) 

From the mention of the children of Francis Shilleto of Hough- 
ton, it might appear that the latter was another brother. The will 
of Thomas S. of Fryston was proved in 1606. Thomas 5S. of Hough- 
ton was buried at Castleford, 1574, having had issue by Elizabeth, 
his wife: (z) Richard Shilleto, Vicar of Ledsham; resigned the living 
in 1570 and became Vicar of Featherstone, where he was bur.in 1604; 
he was a witness to the will of Francis S. of Houghton in 1602. 
(2) Roger S. of Houghton, died 1595; (3) John S. of Houghton, 
died 1609; (4) Ann, living 1574; (5) Elizabeth, wife of Robert 
Gilliam of Ledsham. 
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I.—Francis Shilleto of Houghton. A considerable landowner 
and coalowner in Castleford and neighbourhood, and had an interest 
in the manor of Houghton. Granted arms and crest by Sir William 
Dethick, Garter, in 1602 (see p. 309). He married Alice, daughter 
of William Clarke by Elizabeth, his wife, daughter of John Freston 
of Altofts (pedigree in Glover’s Visitation), and had issue as below. 
The following is from his will: | 


“5th Nov. 1602... Tobe buriedin the Church yard of Castle- 
ford. To Johan my daughter one bedstead in the chamber. . . and 
£8 now in the hands of Francis Shillito of the Hall. To Matheas S. 
my sonne £13 6s. 8d. for his portion, in his brother Francis hands. 
To George S. and Alice S., my sonne Francis children, 6s. 8d. a piece. 
To Elizabeth my daughter the other of the bedsteads. To Mary my 
daughter 20s. To Matheas S. my sonne and Johan S. my daughter 
the rest of the bedding with pewter and brass. To the poor of 
Houghton 3s. 4d. To my three sons and Johan my daughter everie 
of them a silver spoon. Rest of my goods I give to Alvery S. my 
sonne whom I make executor. Witnesses, Richard Shilleto, clerk, 
John Rawson, Alverey Fleming, and John Shilleto.” (Proved 
12 May, 1603.) 

Issue: (1) Francis Shilleto (see below, II); (2) Wilham S. of 
Pontefract, mar. Elizabeth Stonehouse, and had issue: (i) William S., 
died without issue; (ii) Ann, wife of John Berry of Monk Fryston; 
(iii) Eliz., wife of John Marrow of Doncaster; (iv) Edward S. of 
York; he mar. firstly, Bridget, daughter of Edward Robinson of 
Penrith; secondly, Judith, daughter of Robert Dean of the Grange 
House, called “‘ Black Stabling’”’; by the first wife he had issue: 
(a) Edward S. of York, born c. 1651, bur. at St. Helens, York, 1674. 
(3) Mathias S.; (4) Alverey S. of Houghton; (5) Elizabeth; (6) Joan; 
(7) Mary. 

I1.—Francis Shilleto of Houghton and Heath, near Wakefield. 
He bore for arms: “‘ Argent, on a fesse between 3 cocks’ heads erased 
sable, crested, beaked and jellopped or, a mitre of the third.”” He 
married Elizabeth, daughter of John Dolyff of Heath, and had 
issue: (1) George Shilleto (see below, III); (2) Alice. 

III.—George Shilleto of Heath, son and heir. By deed of bar- 
gain and sale, dated 10 Sept., 3 Jas. I (1605), he purchased the manor 
of Seacroft from the Earl of Devon, and by deed of covenant, dated 
25 June, 4 Jas. I, settled it in jointure upon his intended wife. It 
would appear that from this time he made Seacroft Hall his new 
home. On 22 Mar., 1606, he was admitted into the Society of Gray’s 
Inn, and in the same year became a celebrated attorney on the High 
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Court of Star Chamber at Westminster, ard a J.P. for the West 
Riding of Yorks. In 1612 he is mentioned in the will of Sir George 
Saville of Soothill, knt.: 


“To my second son William, one annuitie of an Hundredth 
pounds, which if his brother refuse to pay, then I give him all my 
lands in the Heath within Warmfield, late purchased of Mr. Stubley, 
and the little house at Heath, which I shall have or may have of 
George Shilleto in return for my greater house there.” 


In 1621 George Shilleto was returned as first Member of Parlia- 
ment for Pontefract, on the nomination of Sir Richard Beaumont 
(see p. 303). He was a considerable landowner in the districts of 
Seacroft, Houghton, Castleford and Warmfield, and in 1613 brought 
an action against William Cartwright with reference to the manor 
of Halliwell, near Castleford, in which he had interests. 

He married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Richard Bulkeley of Baron 
Hill, Anglesea, knt., by Mary, his wife, daughter of Wiliam, Lord 
Burgh of Gainsburgh, and upon his marriage impaled the Bulkeley 
arms (see Guillim, Display of Heraldry). His wife brought with 
her lands in Cheadle, Whatcroft, Coffrogway, and other places in 
Cheshire and North Wales. Sir Richard Bulkeley, born in 1551, 
was brought up at the court of Queen Elizabeth, with whom he 
became a great favourite and rival of the Earl of Leicester. He died 
in 1621. George Shilleto died intestate, and administration of his 
estates was granted to his widow, Elizabeth, on 10 Nov., 1637. 
At the Wakefield Sessions, held on 10 Jan., 1638, is recorded: 

“A penalty of £40 is laid upon Thomas Shilleto of Aberford, 
gent., and Elizabeth Shilleto, widow, relict of George Shilleto, lately 


deceased, that they sufficiently fill up the coal-pits on the Seacroft 
Moor, otherwise Wynmoor, before the next General Sessions.”’ 


George Shilleto left no children, and the widow afterwards became 
the third wife of Sir Ralph Hansby of Tickhill Castle, knt. As 
Lady Hansby she sold the Seacroft estate to James Nelthorpe of 
Windsor, 19 Feb., 1656 (see also History of Whithirk, by Platt and 
Morkill, in which is a view of Seacroft Hall). 


SHILLETO OF ABERFORD AND LOTHERTON. 

I.—In the will of Margaret Wilkinson of Whitwood, made in 
1558, there is mentioned Thomas, Margaret, and Marjorie, children 
of Thomas Shillito of Aberford (see p. 285). Their father was un- 
doubtedly from Whitwood, and possibly son of Thomas of that 
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place, whose will was proved in 1537. A Thomas Shillito was super- 
visor of the will of John Wilkinson of Whitwood in 1531. Thomas 
Shillito was plaintiff in a fine, 1570, John Brokytt and Helena, his 
wife, being deforciants, concerning four messuages with lands in 
Abberford, Sherborne, and Barwick in Elmett. He died at Aber- 
ford in 1571, leaving all his lands and tenements in Aberford and 
Lotherton to his widow for her life, and upon her decease to their 
son, Henry Shilleto. Among other property left was the “ Starr ” 
Inn at Aberford, which appears to have remained in the family for 
a considerable number of years. There is no mention of a son 
Thomas in the will, but in 1597 a Thomas Shelleto was buried at 
Aberford, who was probably a son. Thomas married Alice, daughter 
of John Freeman of the family of Freeman of Allerton Bywater and 
_ Ulleskelf, co. York. She was buried at Aberford in 1595, having 
had issue: (rz) Henry Shilleto (see below, II); (2) Thomas S., (?) 
buried 1597; (3) Richard S., “the elder,” buried 1577; (4) Mathew 
010A DeriOnds 1Nat poUsd liege we ; he was bur. at Aberford, 1595, 
when admin. was granted to his widow; left issue: (i) John S., 
bapt. 1593; (i1) Alice; (111) Anne; (iv) Elizabeth; (v) Mary, bapt. 
1593; bur. 16035. (vi) Janet; -bapt, 1505. ((5))hichards oat ue 
younger ”. of Aberford, mar. Elizabeth Cookson; he was bur. at 
Aberford in 1624 and she in 1633, leaving issue: (i) William S., 
bapt. 23 Dec., 1621, believed to be father of Thos. S. of Kirkby 
Wharfe (see p. 297); (11) Jane, bapt. 1610; (11) Anne, bapt. 1615; 
(iv) Mary, bapt. 1617. (6) William S. of Aberford, bapt. 1559; 
(7) Ellen, wife of Robert Linley of Castleford, mar. at Aberford 
1592. 

I].—Henry Shilleto of Aberford. Succeeded to lands and tene- 
ments in Aberford on the death of his mother. At about this period 
the Gascoigne family began to enclose certain common lands which 
the inhabitants of Aberford had by right been accustomed to use as 
common pasture for their cattle. Accordingly in 1601 Henry 
Shilleto and Lyonell Sampson brought an action against John 
Gascoigne, then Lord of the Manor, on behalf of the inhabitants. 
The result does not appear, but it is remarkable that the same sub- 
ject came before the courts fifty-six years later, when George Shilleto 
of Aberford (Henry’s grandson) was successful in securing for the 
people of Aberford their ancient right of common pasture. Henry 
married “Ano. 4. , and was buried at Aberford in 1616, having 
had issue: (x) Thomas Shilleto (see below, III); (2) Richard S.; 
(3) Anne, wife of Thomas Green of Aberford, mar. 1604. 
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I11.—Thomas Shillito of Aberford. Inherited property in Aber- 
ford, Sherburn, and Lotherton on the death of his mother. It is 
thought that he was the “ Mr. Shillitoe of Aberforth ’’ who was a 
prisoner at York Castle during the siege, and was buried in the 
Chancel of St. Mary’s, Castlegate, on 1 April, 1644 (see also p. 293). 
He married (lic. r609 at Sherburn) Susan, one of the four daughters 
of John Thornhill of Sherburn and Joan, his wife, of the family of 
Thornhill of Fixby (see Foster’s Yorkshire Pedigrees and Dugdale’s 
Visitation, ed. by J. W. Clay). His widow died at Selby about 1660, 
and bequeathed all her lands, etc., to her daughter-in-law, Constance 
Shilleto, in trust for her two children. They had issue: (zr) George 
Sarlero (cee below, IV); (2) Henry S.; (3) Susan, died youre: 
(4) Ellen; (5) Anne, wife of William Blythe of Norton Lees, co. 
Derby (pedigree in Hunter’s Fam. Min. Gent., Harl. Soc., p. 451), 
mar. at St. Mary’s, Castlegate, York, 1638; their son, Samuel, as 
devisee of the last will of Elizabeth Shilleto of Kirkthorpe (see below), 
sold her portion of real estate in Aberford and Lotherton to George 
S. of Sharlston, in 1728, for £670. 

IV.—George Shillito of Aberford and Lotherton. A considerable 
landowner in these two townships. Married at’Leeds Parish Church, 
20 Feb., 1656, to Mrs. Constance Blythe of Norton Lees, co. Derby. 
He died about 1658, and during his mother’s lifetime. He left no 
male issue, and the family at Aberford died out. His widow 
afterwards became the wife of Thomas Sawyer of Barlow, Selby, 
who died about 1670 (see Y.A.S. Rec. Ser., xlvui, Selby Wills). They 
had issue: (z) Susan, wife of Thomas Cooke of York, co-heiress with 
her sister to lands, etc.,in Aberford and Lotherton; (2) Elizabeth 
Shillito of Lotherton, afterwards of Kirkthorpe, co-heiress; by will 
dated 14 Aug., 1727, she devised all her estate to her cousin, 
Samuel Blythe, subject to minor legacies (see also Thoresby Soc. 
Miscellanea, xxvi, 127). 


DEED OF PARTITION BETWEEN ELIZABETH SHILLITO AND THOMAS 
AND SUSAN COOKE. 


_ Tuts INDENTURE made the eight and Twentieth Day of July in 
the first year of the reign of our Soveraign Lord James the Second, 
etc., 1685, BETWEEN Thomas Cooke of the city of York, Gentl’, and 
Susanna his wife of thone part and Elizabeth Shillitoe of the same 
City Spinster of thother part WHEREAS George Shillitoe Gentl’, 
deceased, late Father of the said Susanna and Elizabeth dyed seized 
in Fee. of severall messuages cottages Lands etc. in Abberford and 
Lotherton which descended upon the said Susanna and Elizabeth 
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as daughters and co-heirs of the said George Shillito whereof they 
are now possessed as Parceners AND WHEREAS the said Thomas 
Cooke and Susanna his wife and Elizabeth Shillitoe have agreed to 
make partition betweene them of the said messuages etc.soe that the 
share and Proporéon of each of them may be held and enjoyed apart 
and in Severalty Now THIs INDENTURE WITNESSETH that in Per- 
formance etc. ... the said Thomas Cooke and Susanna his wife... 
doe grant allott and assigne unto the said Elizabeth Shillitoe her 
Heires and Assignes in Severalty and as her full part and Share of 
All the said messuages etc. which descended to the said Sisters from 
their said Father (that is to say) ONE MEssuaGE one Kilne Barnes 
Stables Dovecoate and Orchard in Aberforth one Close of Pasture 
called Murk Lane Intack one House and three Closes of Pasture called 
Briggs house and Closes in the Occupaéon of Marke Akidd scituate in 
Abberforth: foure Closes of Pasture comonly called Wood Closes 
one Close of Pasture called Wood Inge one Close of Pasture called 
West Close, one Close of Meadow called the Hall Garth, twelve acres 
of arrable in Garrend Feild in Lotherton two acres of arrable in 
Lotherton Streete Feild in the Occupation of Margaret Holdsworth, 
widdow, and eleaven Acres of arrable Land in Lotherton Streete 
Feild in the Occupation of the said Elizabeth Shillitoe or her Assignes 
one Close of Pasture called Water furrs one Close of Pasture called 
Little Feild in Lotherton in the Possession of Robert Hicke one Close 
of Pasture called Well Flatt Close containinge six Acres or thereabouts 
in Possession of Wm. Makin scituate in Lotherton one Cottage and 
Garth in Abberforthe one acre of Land in Garrend Feild two acres 
of Land in Lotherton Streete Feild in the occupation of Thomas 
Slater scituate in Abberforthe cum Lotherton one Cottage one Garth 
in Abberforth one acre of Land in Little Graiston Feild three Rood 
of Land in the Tofts one Close of Pasture called the Rush Inge in 
the occupn of Dorothy Silverwood widdow in Abberforth three 
Rood of arrable Land in Great Graiston Feild one acre in Little 
Graiston Feild in Abberforth in the occup’n of John Crummacke 
one Cottage and Garth one acre of Land in Great Graiston Feild one 
acre in Little Graiston Feild one acre in the Tofts in the occup’n of 
Alice Akister widdow in Abberforth two acres of Land in Little 
Graiston Feild one acre of Land in the Tofts in the Possn, of ... 
Wilson widow scituate in Abberforth one acre of Land in Greate 
Graiston Feild two acres of Land in Little Graiston Feild in the occu- 
pacéon of John Hicke in Abberforth Together with all and Singular 
Houses Edifices Barnes Buildings Stables Outhouses Folds Gardens 
Orchards Backside Crofts Closes Lands Tenements Parcels of Lands 
Cattlegates Comdns Como6n of Pasture and Turbary Woods Under- 
woods Hedges Fences Wayes Passages Waters Watercourses Liber- 
ties Easements and Hereditaments whatsoever to the Premisses .. . 
To HAVE AND TO Ho tp all and singular the said Messuages etc. unto 
the said Elizabeth Shillitoe her Heires and Assignes for ever To the 
only proper use and behoofe of her the said Elizabeth Shillitoe her 
Heires and Assignes for ever in Severalty AND THIS INDENTURE 
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alsoe further witnesseth that in Performance etc. ... She the said 
Elizabeth Shillitoe ... Doth grant allott and Assigne unto the said 
Thomas Cooke and Susanna his wife and to the Heires and Assignes 
of the said Susanna in Severalty and as the full part and share of the 
said Susanna of All the said Messuages etc. which descended to the 
said Sisters from their said Father .. . (that is to say) One Messuage 
used as a Common Inn (formerly called the White Hart or George 
Inn) row the Star Inn one Kilne and the Barne and Stables one 
Garth and Orchard in Abberforth Seaventeene acres of arrable Land 
in Great Graiston Feild one Acre of arrable in the Little Graiston 
Field nine Acres of arrable in the Tofts seaven Acres and a halfe of 
arrable in the Garrend Feild and two acres and a halfe of Arrable 
in Lotherton Streete Field. One Close of Pasture called the Tutills 
containir ge by estimation eight Acres and one other Close of Pasture 
called Buskett Close conteininge six acres one Close or Parcell of 
Meadow Ground called Tolman Inge containinge seaven Acres or 
thereabouts two Closes of Pasture called Vever Bush Closes contain- 
inge fifteen Acres in Abberforth and Lotherton in the Possession of 
Mark Akidd one Messuage Barne Stable and Garth with th’appur- 
t’ences in Abberforth three acres of arrable in Great Graiston Feild 
foure acres in Little Graiston Feild three acres in the Tofts one Close 
of Meadow or Pasture called Little Inge Flatt one Close of Meadow or 
Pasture called Bottom Close one Pole in Tolman Inge in the Occup’n 
of Robert Beverley scituate and beinge in Abberforth one Cottage 
and a Garth in Abberforth three Rood of Land in Great Graiston 
Feild one acre and a halfe in Little Graiston Feild three Rood in the 
Tofts in Abberforth in the Possn. of Leonard Wood one Cottage and 
a Garth in Abberforth, halfe an acre of Land in the Garrend Feild 
and halfe an acre of Land in Lotherton Streete Feild in Abberforth 
and Lotherton in the Poss’n of Peter Laster one halfe Acre of 
arrable Land lyinge in the Garrend Feild or Lotherton Streete Feild 
in the Possn. of Robert Sawer halfe an Acre of arrable Land in Great 
Graiston Feild in the Occupn. of Peter Slater Together with all and 
singular Houses etc. To HAVE AND To Hotp all and singular the 
said Messuages etc. unto them the said Thomas Cooke and Susanna 
his wife and the Heires and Assignes of the said Susanna for ever 
... Declaration that a Fine levied unto Thomas Thomson and John 
Hardwicke shall incurr to the strengthening of the Partition and to 
the uses aforesaid. 


SHILLETO OF KIRKBY WHARFE. 


_ I.—On 31 Jan., 1672, a marriage was arranged between Thomas 
Shilleto of Kirkby and Ann Foster, but the marriage did not take 
place, for on 19 Sept., 1673, Thomas Shilleto was married at Kirkby 
Wharfe to Sarah Hawke of that village. Tradition says that Thomas 
was a member of the Shilleto family of Aberford near by, and it is 
believed that he was a son of William Shilleto, who was baptised 
at Aberford in 1621.. He was buried at Kirkby 12 July, 17209, 
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aged 84. By will dated 9 Feb., 1725, Thomas appoints his daughter- 
in-law, Catherine Shilleto, sole executrix, and bequeaths to her the 
residue of his property in Kirkby; and he desires that his son, 
James, continues in his “‘ rights of the court at Ulskelfe,”’ and pos- 
sess that which had been granted to him during the testator’s life. 
By his wife, who died during his lifetime, he had issue: (1) Thomas 
Shilleto of Kirkby, bapt. 1678, mar. Catherine Addinel at Kirkby, 
1703, and was bur. there in 1719, having had issue: (i) Thomas S., 
bur. 1706;. (1) James S., born 1708; (111) Thomas S., born 1709; 
(iv) John S., bapt. 1712, bur. at Kirkby 1774; (v) Robert S., bapt. 
1716; (vi) Richard S., bapt. 1719. (From these descend the Shilletos 
of Staynor, Selby, and Stutton.) (2) William S., bapt. 1680; 
(3) James S. (see below, II); (4) Richard, bapt. 1684, bur. 1701; 
(5) Elizabeth, bapt. 1674, wife of Thomas Turtol of Kirkby (1694); 
(6) Catherine, bapt. 1676, bur. 1677. 

II.—James Shilleto of Ulleskelf, third son, born 4 Feb., 168r. 
Inherited property at Ulleskelf from his father and subsequently 
took over the manor house from the Squire family. Helped in the 
suppression of the Jacobite rebellion, 1715. A chief constable for 
the wapentake of Barkston Ash. A devastating fire in 1740 de- 
stroyed much property in Ulleskelf, including part of the manor 
house, and a subscription was raised and paid to Mr. Shilleto for the 
benefit of the sufferers. This was to be distributed by him to them 
at the discretion of the Rev. Mr. Hodgson, Vicar of Kirkby. He 
married Faith, only child and heiress of John Harrison of Acklam, 
who, upon her father’s death, succeeded to landsin Acklam. James 
died at Ulleskelf 4 Nov., 1757, and was buried in the chancel at 
Kirkby church. His widow died two years later, and by will dated 
18 July, 1759, left residue of her estate to her son, John Shilleto. 
They had issue: (z) James Shilleto, died in infancy; (2) Thomas S. 
of Ulleskelf, bapt. 1717; captain West Yorks. Militia; mar., 1746, 
by his brother John, at Headon, Notts., Elizabeth Barfe of Ferry- 
bridge; he died 1777 without issue. (3) John S., born 1722; educ. 
Beverley and Christ’s Coll., Camb. ; he migrated to Trin. Coll., where 
he took his degree 1741 and M.A. 1752; he held a curacy at Great 
Coates, Lincs., and was Vicar of Headon, Notts., from 1744 until his 
death in 1792; exor. of his mother’s will 1759; in 1755 he mar. 
Elizabeth Kirke of East Markham, whose ancestor, Nicholas Kirke 
of Anstan, co. York, had his estates confiscated for his delinquency 
to the Commonwealth; she died at Headon in 1782, s.p.; the Rev. 
John S. was bur. in the chancel at Headon 12 July, 1792, when his 
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property reverted to his brother Richard of Ulleskelf. (4) James S., 
born 1721; (5) Richard S. (see below, III);. (6) Harrison’'S., 
bora 2725; (7) Joseph -S. of Ulleskelf,. born 1728, miar. Ann, 
daughter of John Eeles of Towton; he was bur. at Kirkby 
Wharle, in 1615, “aged 87; issue: (1) James: S. of: Ulleskelf, 
born 1763, mar. Mary, daughter of John Gilliam of Ulleskelf, 
1790, and had issue, now extinct, in male line; (ii) Richard S., 
of Ulleskelf, born 1766, mar. Mary Turpin of Tadcaster at Kirkby 
Wharfe 1828, bur. at Kirkby in 1840, s.p.; (i11) John S. of Towton, 
born 1771, mar. Mary Richardson of Poppleton, near York, from 
which marriage descend the Shilletos of Towton, Bolton Percy, and 
Tadcaster, co. York; (iv) Thomas §&., died 1799, unmarried; 
(v) Faith, wife of Thos. Taylor of Ulleskelf; (vi) Sarah, died in in- 
fancy; (vii) Ann, died unmarried, 1788; (viii) Elizabeth, born 1773, 
mar. Michael Coulson of Haslewood at Kirkby Wharfe 1708. 
(8) Benjamin.S., born 1729; (9) Sarah, wife of John Driffield, born 
1714, bur. at Thorganby 1743; a daughter, Faith, is a legatee under 
the will of Faith Shilleto, widow, of Ulleskelf, in 1759; (zo) Faith, 
born 1719; (11) Mary, born 1726.. ~. 

IIIJ.—Richard Shilleto of Ulleskelf Hall, fifth son, born 1722. 
Succeeded to Ulleskelf on the death of his father, and to lands in 
Acklam on the death of his brother, John. He was an Attorney-at- 
Law. He married in 1781 Catherine, daughter and heiress of John 
Stow, mercer of York, by Catherine Ellen his wife, daughter of 
Ralph Moulden, of Biddleston, co. Northumberland, and York. 
Richard Shilleto died on 9 Mar., r8o01, and was buried in the chancel 
at Kirkby Wharfe. By will, dated 27 Feb., 1801, he left residue of 
his real and personal estate to his wife in trust for their only son. 
The widow died 15 April, 1817, having had issue: (1) John Shilleto 
(see below, IV). 

IV.—John Shilleto of Ulleskelf Hall, only son and heir, born 
7 June, 1783. On the death of his mother he succeeded to Ulleskelf 
and lands in.Acklam and Church Fenton. He was educated at 
East Drayton and Trin. Coll., Camb., B.A. 1805, M.A. 1808. His 
name is ranked with those upon whom the loyalty of the University 
conferred degrees without requiring the full number of terms. At 
this period a French invasion was momentarily expected, and after 

1 John Stow was admitted into the York Merchants’ Company in 1742. 
He became Chamberlain of the City in 1749, and Sheriff in 1763. From 1773 


until his death in 1775 he was Governor of the Merchants’ Company, and was 
described in the registers as “‘ the most eminent mercer in York.”’ 


& 
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the example of many other country gentlemen he had raised a body 
of volunteers out of his own tenantry and the immediate neighbour- 
hood. These were enrolled into the Barkston Ash division in which 
John S. held the rank of Major. He subsequently became a Deputy 
Lieutenant for the West Riding and Magistrate for the Liberty of 
St. Peter and Cawood. He married Sarah, daughter of Mr. Braith- 
waite, and by her (who died 14 Feb., 1824) had issue twelve children. 
John died at Ulleskelf on 9 Sept., 1833,.and was buried with his wife 
ina vault within the church at Kirkby Wharfe. In 1857 a new font 
was erected in the church to his memory by his surviving children. 
He left issue: (1) John Shilleto of Ulleskelf, born 1808, mar. Ann 
Dutton, but left no male issue; died in Canada, 1856;. (2) Richard S. 
(see below, V); (3) James S. of Boston Spa, surgeon, born 6 April, 
r81r, mar. Mary Hick of Thorp Arch, died 1886; dau. of Robert 
Hick of Leeds; they had issue, Edward James S.and Emma S.; (4) 
Thomas S.of York, born 17 Feb., 1814, afterwards of Calverley, where 
he was bur. in 1858, unmarried; by will, dated 26 May, 1856, he left 
residue of his estate to Harriet, his niece, and daughter of his brother, 
John S. (5) William S., born 5 May, 1817, educ. Univ.-Coll.; Oxford, 
B.A. 1840; he held curacies at Acomb 1840-2, Harthill 1842-5, 
Beeford 1846-8, Goole 1848-55, Admarsh 1855-64, East Tilbury 
1864-5, Lawford 1865-7, Vicar of Goosnargh, Lancs., 1867 until 
his death in 1883; he mar. Ann Pownall, but died without issue; 
(6) Stow S., born 15 Nov., 1828, interred in vault in Kirkby church 
10 Jan., 1820; (7) Sarah, born 1805, died in infancy and interred in 
Fenton church; (8) Catherine, born 1807, died 1888; (9) Sarah, 
born 1812, died unmarried; (1r0) Faith, born 1815, wife of Rev. Wm. 
Geo. Goodchild, M.A. of Sidney Sussex Coll., Camb., mar. at York 
1843; (11) Ellen Stow, of Fenton Grange, co. York, born 1821; 
(x2) Eliza, of York, born 1822, bur. at Kirkby 1872. | 
V.—Richard Shilleto, born at Ulleskelf Hall ‘25 Nov., 1809. 
Second son. Educated at Repton and Shrewsbury (head of the 
school 1827), and Trin. Coll., Camb. Elected Scholar of the college 
April, 1830... He took his degree in 1832, and-his name holds the 
second place in the Classical Tripos of that year. He did not obtain 
a Fellowship at Trinity in consequence of his marriage rendering him 
ineligible, but he remained in Cambridge, where he soon obtained a 
high reputation for success in the department of Classical Tuition. 
On two occasions, in 1839-40, he acted as one of the examiners in 
the Classical Tripos, and in the following year was ordained in 
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Gloucester Cathedral. In 1844 he edited Demosthenes’ Speech, 
“ De falsa Legatione,’’ and became a Master at Harrow, where for 
rather more than a year he was in occupation of the Grove. Not 
only was he for thirty years leading Cambridge coach, but he was 
for some years Classical Lecturer at Trinity, and up to the time of 
his death delivered lectures at King’s College. In 1867 he was 
elected to a Fellowship at St. Peter’s College under a special statute, 
whereby men of eminent learning, though married, could become 
Fellows of the College. He was also appointed Assistant Tutor, 
Dean and Praelector of the College. In 1871 he brought out his 
first edition of Thucidides. For many years he was a contributor 
to Notes and Queries under the anagram, Charles Thiriold (see Dict. 
Nat. Biog.). On 7 Jan., 1834, he married Isabella daughter of the 
Rev. Jacob Snelgar, Vicar of Royston, Herts., by Isabella Faithorn, 
his wife, a descendant of William Faithorn, the celebrated engraver 
of the seventeenth century. 

Richard Shilleto died at Cambridge on 24 Sept., 1876, and by 
his wife, who died 4 Feb., 1889, left issue: (z) Richard Shilleto of 
Cambridge, born r Nov., 1834, educ. Eton, mar. Sarah Varley of 
Manchester, artd had issue a son, Percival Richard S., born 1862, and 
a daughter, Maude, born 1870; the former died, leaving a son, 
Edward, now of Brisbane, Australia. (2) John Hawtrey Richard S., 
born 1837, educ. Shrewsbury and Christ’s Coll., Camb., B.A. 1861, 
ordained at Manchester 1864, afterwards Vicar of Unsworth, Lancs., 
mar. Louise, daughter of James Bowden of Bedford, 1867; he died 
without issue and was bur. at Stand, near Manchester, 1895. 
(3) Arthur Richard S., born 1848, educ. Harrow and Trin. Coll., 
Camb., B.A. 1871, M.A. 1875, Headmaster of Ulverston School, 
Editor of Burton’s Anatomy of Melancholy, etc. (see Dict. Nat. Biog.), 
bur.in Camb. 1894; he mar. Blanche Storey, and had issue: (i) Alice, 
born 1876; (ii) Amy, born 1877; (ii) Fredericka, born 1878; 
(iv) Margaret, born 1879. (4) Edward Richard S. of Hampstead, 
born 1846, educ, Harrow, sometime Assistant Commissioner Metro- 
politan Police, died unmarried at Polruan, Cornwall, 24 Oct., 1913; 
(5) William Frederick Richard S. (see below, VI); (6) Isabella, born 
1838, died 1856; (7) Isabella, diedin infancy; (8) Catherine Isabella 
of London, born 18 June, 1840; (g) Ellen Isabella, born 1844, died 
1920; (10) Mary Whymper Isabella of Birkenhead, born 1851, 
died 1900. i 

VI.—William Frederick Richard S., born 2 Oct., 1849. Edv- 
cated Haileybury and Christ’s Coll., Camb., B.A. 1873, M.A. 1877. 

i 
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Sometime Master of St. Peter’s School, York, and of the Perse 
Grammar School, Camb. Afterwards Classical Reader at the 
Oxford Univ. Press. Married Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Robert 
Kerr of London, 29 Sept., 1888. He died at Oxford r Oct., 1915, 
and was buried at Wolvercote Cemetery, Oxon. They had issue: 
(1) Wilfred Edward Shilleto, born 11 Aug., 1889; (2) John Arthur 
Robert S., born 2 May, 1893, killed in action at Paschendale Ridge 
1917; (3) Herbert Cecil S., born 27 Feb., 1895; (4) Rowland James 
S., born 24 Mar., 1898; (5) Oliver Cuthbert S., born 24 Mar., 1808, 
and bur. in Oxford 1899; (6) Walter Scott Davidson S., born 15 
Aug., 1900; (7) Harold Claude Richard S., born 25 June, 1902; 
(8) Eveline Blanch May, born 4 May, 18o1. 


The Old Hall at Ulleskelf, formerly the home of the Shilletos, 
still stands, though considerably reduced in size, as also are the 
grounds. For many years after the departure of the family it re- 
mained untenanted, and consequently fell into a state of decay. 
Some years ago it was repaired and is now again tenanted. Ulle- 
skelf and lands in Kirkby Wharfe, Acklom and Church Fenton, the 
estates of Shilletos’ executors, were disposed of in several lots be- 
tween 1840 and 1854, and by deed of partition were shared be- 
tween the children of John Shilleto, Esq., of Ulleskelf, who died in 
1833. It may be of interest to record the names of some of the 
fields, etc., which formed parcel of the estates at Ulleskelf: East 
Ing, Plantation Far Cliff, Plantation Near Cliff, Plantation Owlsyke, 
Owlsyke Allotment, Old Mill Field Allotment, Houghe Close, Dote 
Close, East Field Landing Allotment, Stockmarsh Ing, Outwood 
Allotment, Nelson or Ferry House Cottages, Swine Rudding Allot- 
ment, Little Ing Flatt adjoining river bank, Birdingholme Field 
Allotment, Moor End Allotment, Willow Tree Halfacre, Horse 
Coppice Allotment in East Field, Six Myers Common Rights. 


SHILLITOE OF PONTEFRACT. 


It has often been suggested that Pontefract was the probable 
home of the original progenitor of all persons in Yorkshire bearing 
the name which gives the title to this article. As already stated 
in the opening part the first occurrence of the name is that 
of William Shillito, who was interested in lands in Pontefract 
in the middle of the fourteenth century. It would appear that the 
family left Pontefract and settled in the immediate neighbourhood, 
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for not one of the name is among those who subscribed to the Poll 
Tax at Pontefract in 1378. As will be seen in other parts of this 
article the family have been connected with the surrounding district 
from the middle of the fourteenth century down to the present day, 
but the actual town of Pontefract would not appear to have been 
the home of any one particular branch until the beginning of the 
seventeenth century. 

I.—At this period George Shillitoe was flourishing at Pontefract. 
He was undoubtedly a member of the old family at Featherstone, 
and it has been thought possibly a son of John S., who was Sheriff 
of Yorkin 1550 (see p.285). It has been claimed that he was Mayor 
of Pontefract in 1622, when he was commemorated by John Taylor, 
mae.” Water Poet.”’: 


“So farewell Yorke the tenth of August then, 
Away came I to London with my men. 
To dinner I to Pomfret quickly rode, 
Where good hot ven’son staide for my abode. 
I thanke the Worshipful George Shillitoe, 
He fed my men and me, and let us goe.” 


But his name does not appear in the Official Book of Entries of the 
Borough as Mayor in that year. It occurs to the writer that the 
George Shillito, who in that year dined with the “ Water Poet,’’ was 
none other than George Shilleto of Seacroft Hall, who at that time 
was Pontefract’s representative in Parliament. Would he not 
therefore be entitled ‘“‘ Worshipful”? George Shillitoe left a son, 
Gervas (or Jarvis). 

I].—Gervas Shillitoe of Pontefract. Entered the Aldermanic 
bench and became Mayor in Sept., 1644, which office he appears to 
have held for the whole of a second year. During these two years 
many notable and historic events took place in Pontefract. Two years 
previously Charles had called upon his loyal subjects to help him 
quell his rebellious Parliament, and had set up his standard at York. 
The greater part of the old Yorkshire nobility and gentry had stood 
by him and had raised forces on his behalf. In Dec., 1644, just six 
months after the great Royalist defeat at Marston Moor, the Par- 
liamentarians marched towards Pontefract. On the approach of 
these, ten Royalist aldermen, including their Mayor, Gervas Shillitoe, 
fled to the castle. Here many of the gentry had gathered, amongst 
others George Shillitoe, son of the Mayor; and the volunteers were 
enlisted into four divisions commanded respectively by Col. Gray, 
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Sir Richard Hutton, Sir John Ramsden, and Sir George Wentworth. 
Both Gervas and his son were in the division commanded by Sir 
John Ramsden. The Cromwellians started the storming of the castle 
from the garden of Alderman Lunn, who was at this time in the castle. 
When finally the provisions and munitions in the castle were being 
reduced the Governor secretly sent out a messenger for aid. The 
result was that Sir Marmaduke Langdale was sent from Oxford with 
2,000 horse. Having been successful in raising the siege, Langdale 
retired to Newark, during which time the volunteers were preparing 
for a second siege. The latter commenced with a terrific cannonade 
by both parties on 21 Mar., 1645. At the same time the besiegers 
set on fire several houses and barns in Northgate, two of which 
belonged to Mr. Shillitoe. On 20 July following a treaty was signed 
for the surrender of the castle. It was again besieged in 1648-9, 
after which it was decided to demolish it. 

Gervas Shillitoe married in 1613 Elizabeth Waddington, whose 
children are mentioned in the will of Walter Waddington of Ponte- 
fract in 1628. His wife appears to have died before 1647, for in 
that year he was married to Katherine S. of Whitwood, probably a 
cousin. This marriage took place at Featherstone, he being then 
described as Alderman of Pontefract. In a deed dated 2 April, 
1653, he is described as of West Garforth. This would contradict 
the statement in the Book of Entries that he was probably dead 
before 1647. His will was provedin 1667. He left issue: (1) George 
Shillitoe (see below, III); (2) John S. of Pontefract, born 1627, mar. 
Susan Stable of Tanshelf 1667, a son John diedin infancy; (3) Anne; 
(4) Ellen. | 

III.—George Shillitoe of Pontefract. Eldest son and heir. One 
of the Royalists besieged in Pontefract Castle in 1644-5. Appointed 
Overseer to the work of rebuilding the Moot-hall in 1656. Elected 
Alderman of Pontefract in 1662 and Mayor in 1667, and re-elected 
Mayor in 1680. By deed dated 12 Sept., 1654, he acquired from 
Trustees of forfeited Royalist Estates, property in Purston, Feather- 
stone, Pontefract, and Ackworth. By will, dated 31 July, 1683, he 
left to his son, Richard, whom he made executor, tenant right in 
the Lease of the Lands and Tenements belonging to University 
College, Oxford. He married Thomasina, daughter of Richard 
Stable of Tanshelf, a member of an old Pontefract family of mayors. 
He was buried at Pontefract 4 Oct., 1683, having had issue: (1) Ger- 
vas Shillitoe (see below, IV); (2) Richard S. of Pontefract, bapt. at 
Featherston 1658; he held some official appointment on the Ponte- 
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fract Corporation; mar. Ellen....., died at Pontefract 16091, 
leaving issue: George S., Matric. Univ. Coll., Oxford, 1707, aged 
17, B.A. 1711, Vicar of Thornton Stewart, Yorks., 1720; under the 
will of his kinsman, Richard S. of Sharlston, in 1723 he inherited 
property in Nautmarket, Pontefract, and {50; he married and had 
a son, Richard; both were living in 1752, when they conveyed the 
messuage in Pontefract to James Coates; (3) Elizabeth, bapt. 1650, 
mar. John Johnson of Ulleskelf; their daughter Ann was a legatee 
under the will of Richard S. of Sharlston; (4) Isabel, bapt. Feather- 
stone 1651; (5) Luce, bapt. 1653; (6) Ann, bapt. 1660. 
IV.—Gervas Shillitoe of Pontefract. Baptised at Featherston 
1656, elected Alderman of Pontefract 1686. It appears that on 
King James’ proclamation for restoring Corporations to their ancient 
privileges, several aldermen, including Mr. Shillitoe, were displaced 
from office. But upon the accession of William and Mary they were 
re-elected on 14 Sept., 1689. Gervas was elected Mayor in 1693. 
He was deprived of his aldermanship in 1701 and was elected a 
Brother of St. Nicholas’ in 1706. He was a legatee under the will 
of Richard S. of Sharlston in 1723, and was buried in Pontefract 
Ir Sept., 1725. He married Tryphena, daughter of Christopher 
Long, who had been Mayor of the Boroughin 1653. She died 9 July, 
1696, leaving issue: (1) Christopher Shillitoe of Pontefract, born 
1685, received {200 under will of Richard S. of Sharlston; (2) George, 
died young; (3) Tryphena, wife of Richard Eshelby of Pontefract ; 
(4) Rosamond S., born 1689, died in Pontefract 1750, leaving her 
property to her brother-in-law, Richard Eshelby. | 


SHILLITO OF SHARLSTON AND MICKLEFIELD. 


That this family was closely related to the Shillitoes of Ponte- 
fract there appears to be no doubt, and therefore deserves some 
citation in these pages. The writer believes that this family was 
descended from a younger brother of Jarvis Shillitoe, Mayor of 
Pontefract in 1644-5, but there is no definite reference of the con- 
nection shown. 

Richard Shillito of Sharlston, who made his will in 1723, was 
a considerable landowner in the neighbourhood of Pontefract. He 
bequeathed the residue of his estate to his cousin, George S. of Sharl- 
ston, and Richard S., son of Richard S. of Micklefield, and the sur- 
vivor of them and their heirs for ever. To the poor of Houghton, 
Sharlston, and Crofton he left ten pounds respectively, and to the 
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Vicar of Crofton a further ten pounds for a piece of communion plate. 
The latter is a bowl now inscribed “ the gift of Richard Shellito.” 
A further ten pounds was bequeathed to the Charity School at 
Pontefract. Richard S. was buried at Crofton rz Sept., 1723. 
His cousin and heir, 

George Shillito of Sharlston purchased from Samuel Blyth, by 
deed of Bargain and Sale, dated 18 Sept., 1728, all those lands, etc., 
which were situate in Aberford and Lotherton, and which had been 
devised to him by the will of Elizabeth S. of Kirkthorpe, for £670. 
By will, dated 9 April, 1745, he left to Elizabeth, his wife, an annuity 
of £25 issuing out of his freehold lands and tenements in Aberford, 
then in the possession of George Longley. Lands, etc., in the manor 
of Houghton he left to his kinsman, Richard S. of Badsworth. To 
his nephew, George S., he left all his tenements in Aberford charged 
with the said annuity, and all his messuages, cottages, lands, etc., 
in Aberford, Lotherton, Sharlston, and Beckay, or elsewhere, and 
the residue of his personal estate, he also to be the sole executor. 
His will was proved 10 May, 1746. 

I.—Richard Shillito of Micklefield, brother of George S. of 
Sharlston, died before 1745. Legatee under the will of Richard S. 
Olsonaristoier7234 sienna tciedaé ssa. , and had issue: (1) George 
Shillito, executor and heir to his uncle, Geo. S. of Sharlston, bur. at 
Crofton 1776; (2) Richard 5S. (see below, II); (3) Thomas §., re- 
ceived £200 under his uncle’s will; (4) Mary, received £200; (5) Ann, 
received £200; (6) Elizabeth, received £300. 

II.—Richard Shillito of Carlton, near Pontefract. Will proved 
1745. Legatee under the will of Richard S. of Sharlston. He 
TharriedsAniiewwe a , and had issue: (1) Richard Shillito of Bads- 
worth; inherited his uncle’s interest in the manor of Houghton. 


SHILLITOE OF BARNSLEY. 

I.—George Shillitoe of Barnsley, of the family of Shillito of 
Castleford and Pontefract. He was buried at Castleford in 1741. 
He married Margaret ..... , and had issue: (xz) John Shillitoe (see 
below, II); (2) Margaret, born 1710; (3) Olive, died 1710; (4) Mary, 
born 1716; (5) Hannah, wife of John Cutler of Darfield, eldest son 
of Egerton Cutler of Pontefract. 

II.—John Shillitoe of Barnsley. Buried 1776. Married, and 
left issue: (rz) George Shillitoe (see below, ITI); (2) John S. of Barns- 
ley, born 1745; (3) Mary, born 1738; (4) Anne, born 1744; (5) Mar- 
garet, born 1740. 
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ITI.—George Shillitoe of Barnsley, Lieutenant 28th Regt. of 
Foot. Born 1740. Married Annie Johns of Milford Haven. Buried 
in 1791. By his wife he had issue a daughter, Sarah, whose daugh- 
ter, Mary Anne, married Thomas Waddington of Boston Spa. Their 
son, Samuel Waddington, is now one of our greatest sonneteers. 
Mr. Waddington speaks of his mother’s family as being of direct 
descent from the historic branch at Pontefract.1 


SHILLITOES OF HITCHIN, ETC. 


This branch undoubtedly sprang from a member of the old family 
in the West Riding. Although there were Shillitoes in London 
during the seventeenth century, the family with which I now treat 
was more probably of the family of Shillito of Barnsley, Yorks. 


I.—Richard Shillito, who appears to have been the head of this 
branch, was elected Librarian of Gray’s Inn on 17 Nov., 1750. 
He married Frances Benson in 1745. In 1771 he was given Cham- 
bers, and in Dec. of the next year his wife was appointed Keeper 
of the Ladies’ Gallery at the west end of the chapel. His children 
seem to have been closely connected with Barnsley. One of his 
daughters, Margaret, born in 1748, became the wife of John Sander- 
son of Armthorpe, co. York, who was of the same family as the 
present Lord Sanderson and of Bishop Sanderson of Lincoln, who 
flourished during the reign of Charles I. From this marriage de- 
scended the Hanburys of Berkhamstead. 

II.—Thomas Shillitoe, second son of Richard S. of Gray’s Inn, 
was born on 15 Feb., 1754, and eventually became a well-known 
philanthropist and member of the Society of Friends (see Life, by 
Wm. Tallack, and Dict. Nat. Biog.). He married Mary Pace of 
Spitalfields, by whom he had issue. He was buried in 1836. For 
many years he resided in Barnsley, where he founded the Meeting 
House for the Society of Friends. His daughter Margaret, by mar- 
riage with John Whiting of Hitchin, became ancestress of the 
Harveys and Rowntrees of York. Another daughter, Hannah, 
married Thomas Dixon Walton of Barnsley. 

IIJ.—Richard Shillitoe, son of the above Thomas, was born in 
London in 178z. He was brought up in the medical profession and 
was the head of a well-known family of doctors at Hitchin, whose 
representatives now reside there. 


1 See Chapters of My Life, by S. Waddington. 
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SHILLITO OF COLCHESTER AND PUTNEY. 


This family has, it appears, only been resident in England for 
two-and-a-half centuries. A brief account of its history, written 
by a former member of the family, may be of interest to record: 

“It has often been suggested that our name is Italian ‘ Silito’ 
and that the “h’ was introduced while the family were at Ypres, 
in Flanders. Being Protestants they may have had to leave their 
own country. However this may be it is quite certain that at the 
Revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685, the Shillito family came 
to England, settling in Colchester; another family named Boggis 
came with them to that place, and they introduced the manu- 
facture of baize, then unknown in this country. This my father 
told me who heard it from his grandfather...... i 

The fact that this branch was living at Ypres, which is stated 
to be quite certain, only tends to strengthen the tradition that 
Shilleto is of Flemish origin. 

The grandfather spoken of was Charles Shillito, who was a school- 
master at Colchester about 1750. His son, Charles, who married 
Susanna Griffith at Bath Abbey in 1780, had issue a number of 
children. A daughter, Caroline, married Jasper Shallcross, Esq., 
and their daughter is the mother of the present Viscount Cave, 
Lord Chancellor of England. Her brother, Charles S., was for some 
time a well-known surgeon to a regiment on the south coast, at the 
time when an invasion by the French was expected. 

He married Catherine, daughter of James Swift of Astley House, 
Putney, in 1807. Of their family a daughter, Letitia, married 
Henry Joseph, son of Joseph Smith of Shortgrove, Essex. He was 
a barrister of the Inner Temple and private Secretary to William 
Pitt, Prime Minister of England. 

James Francis Shillito, brother of Letitia, was for some time in 
the service of the old East India Company. By his second wife, 
Ada Layton, he had issue two sons, one of whom is the Rev. William 
Francis Shilito, M.A., now of Kingston-on-Thames. 


SHILLETO COATS-OF-ARMS. 


Although I do not here propose giving any long account or his- 
tory of Shilleto coat armour, yet a few notes on the three coats given 
in the General Armory may be of interest. 

The first coat, viz., ““ Azure, in chief a key between two fleur-de- 
lys, in base a fleur-de-lys between two keys.” This coat appears 
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to have been used by some Shillitoes of London at the end of the 
eighteenth century. It is not easy to say why or how the family 
came to use this coat, but it is interesting to find that the same 
arms were borne by the family of Hippon of Featherstone, co. York, 
and as such were recorded at the Visitation by Sir Wm. Dugdale in 
1662. From this we can only surmise that, having possibly inter- 
married with them while at Featherston, the Shillitoes adopted 
them as “ Arms of Succession.” 

The second coat appears to have been the old arms of the 
Shillitoes of Featherstone, Methley, and Castleford. The following 
is a copy of the confirmation of these arms to Francis Shilleto of 
Houghton in 1602 by Sir William Dethick, Garter: 

“Whereas Francis Shelleto of Houghton in the Countie of 
Yorke Gentleman having married Alce daughter of Wm. Clark and 
of Elizabeth, daughter of Jo. Freston Esq., desended of the 
family of Shelleto of Medley being of ancient continuance and 
good reputation in the said County, and whereas the armes_ be- 
longing to that Familie having been many yeares past registred 
and recorded, I have thought good to exemplifie the saide armes 
and thereunto to add and assigne a creast or cognizance, convenient, 
vidt: A greyhounds head party per fesse or and sables, charged with 
one cross croselett counterchanged. All which I confirme to the 
saide Francis Shelleto with his dew difference and to his children, 
yssue and posterity with their due differences for ever’ (Surtees 
Society, vol: 41, p. xlv). In Dugdale’s Visitation of Yorkshire, with 
Additions (ed. J. W. Clay, F.S.A., iti, 475) it is stated that this 
grant was ‘‘in the custody of Edward Shelleto of the Citty of 
Yorke,” the grandson of the grantee, and the arms and crest were 
recorded for him at that Visitation, 13 August, 1666. The arms 
recorded are: “‘ Or, a chevron engrailed between ten cross crosslets 
sable.” 

How the family came to adopt the third coat (‘‘Argent on a 
fesse between three cocks’ heads erased sable, crested and 
jelloped or, a mitre of the third’) has not been explained, 
but it would appear that one branch left off the old coat 
for a new one, similar to that borne by John Alcock, Bishop of Ely, 
and a Yorkshireman (see Thoresby Soc. Miscellanea, xxvi, 127). 
Although there is probably no connection between the two, it is 
singularly interesting to find that in 1478 Thomas Shillito of Ackton, 
par. of Featherston, held land in Ackton, which was bounded by a 
portion of land called Alcokbutts. Francis Shilleto of Heath bore 
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this coat at the beginning of the seventeenth century. His son, 
George, used the same, and upon his marriage with a Bulkeley, im- 
paled that family’s arms with his own. A certificate of these arms 
was granted to George Sheleto of Heath by Sir William Segar, 
Garter, and was confirmed by John Borough, Norroy. From that 
period the modern coat seems to have been used by several families 
of Shilletoes. In a deed of 1654 Gervas Shillitoe of Pontefract 
(Mayor 1644) used for his seal a cock’s head. Again the family at 
Sharlston, Aberford and Lotherton, and Kirkby Wharfe, retained 
the same armorial bearings. 





Among the registers printed by the Yorkshire Parish Register 
Society the following have many entries of the name: York (St. 
Michael-le-Belfry), Horbury, Kippax, Ledsham, Rothwell, Garforth, 
Darrington, Crofton, Emley; the Thoresby Society’s printed regis- 
ters of Leeds and Methley also contain a numerous amount of births, 
deaths, and marriages relating to the Shilleto family. The register 
of Barwick-in-Elmet has also much information relating to members 
of the family in that parish during the eighteenth century. 

The compiler is much indebted to all those who have in any way 
assisted him in the compilation of these pedigrees. His thanks are 
especially due to Mr. John Charlesworth of Wakefield, for his loan of 
deeds and papers which have succeeded in linking up many persons 
who were previously obscure; to Mr. G. D. Lumb, F.S.A., for much 
help and advice in preparing the article; to Dr. Arthur Shillitoe 
of Salcombe, Devon; the Rev. W. F. Shillito, M.A., of Kingston- 
on-Thames, Mr. W. Paley Baildon, F.S.A., and Mr. W. Barwell 
Turner, for various notes. 


CGuills of Leeds and District. 


TRANSCRIBED BY THE LATE ROBERT BEILBY COOK. 


[Continued from page 220. | 


WILL OF ROBERT PORTER, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, quarto die mensis Aprilis Anno Domini Mimo 
cccc™® quinto in presencia Rev. viri Johannis de Thornton, perpetul 
vicarii ecclesie parochialis Pontisfracti, & Thome Fauuell, Capellani 
parochie ejusdem, Johannis Miles & aliorum, Ego Robertus Porter compos 
mentis condo testamentum in hunc modum. In primis lego animam 
meam Deo, & corpus meum ad sepeliendum in ecclesia Omnium Sanctorum: 
Pontisfracti. Item lego nomine mortuarii mei xuj$inj4, Item lego in 
cera comburenda circa corpus meum die exequiarum mearum, x1j!!. Item 
lego cuilibet capellano venienti ad exequias meas ij. Item cuilibet 
clerico parochiali 1j4. Item lego Alicie uxorl mee xx marcas sterlingorum 
levandas per predictam Aliciam de Johanne Dalton de Pontefracto qui 
quidem Johannes tenetur mihi in xx! sterlingorum. Item lego dicte 
Alicie, uxori mee x18 ad prosequendum & levandum dictam summam xx 
marcarum. Item lego fabrice ecclesie parochialis Omnium Sanctorum 
Pontisfracti x1j* i1j¢. Item lego fratribus Predicatoribus Pontisfracti 
11j8 ij. Iter lego fabrice ecclesie Ebor ij8. Item do & lego totum resi- 
duum bonorum meorum, Thome, filio meo, debitis meis primitus solutis ut 
istud testamentum meum bene & fideliter exequatur. Constituo execu- 
tores meos Dominum Wikm de Pontefracto, Rectorem ecclesie de Halton, 
Lincoln Dioc: et Thomam fiium meum, ut ipsi ordinent et disponant pro 
anima mea prout voluerint coram summo Judice respondere. Dat’ apud 
Pont’ die & anno Domini supradictis. 

Probate granted 7th January, 1405(6), to Thomas, his son, power being 
reserved for the other executor. (Reg. Test. Ebor., 11, 241.) 





ADMINISTRATION OF RICHARD PULAYN, OF PONTEFRACT. 


Item Vicesimo quinto die mensis Septembris Anno Domini Mimo 
cccc™° Sexagesimo Commissa fuit Administracio omnium bonorum que 
fuerunt Ri¢i Pulayn nuper de Pontefracto ab intestato defuncti Matilde 
ejusdem Relicte Administratrici in bonis ipsius defuncti Auctoritate or- 
dinaria deputate, jurate in forma juris. (Reg. Test. Ebor., ii, 434d.) 


WILL OF MATILDA PYGBURN, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. xiij® die mensis Januarii Anno Dini Mitimo 
cccc™° xxxj®. Ego Matildis Pygburn de Pontefracto, compos mentis & sane 
memorie egritudine tamen corporis gravisse laborata condo testamentum 
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meum in hunc modum. In primis lego animam, meam omnipotenti Deo 
& beate Marie & omnibus celi civibus, Corpusque meum sepeliendum infra 
ecclesiam parochialem Omnium Sanctorum de Pontefracto juxta tumulum 
Johannis Pygburn viri mei nuper defuncti. Item lego nomine mortuarii 
mel meam optimam togam penulatam cum quadam penula vocata Popyll. 
Item lego vj libras cere comburendas ad exequias meas & circa corpus 
meum die sepulture mee. Item lego summo altari ecclesie predicte pro 
decimis & oblacionibus negligenter vel scienter omissis vel oblitis xij, 
Item lego fabrice ecclesie predicte pro sepultura mea infra ecclesiam or- 
dinanda 11j8 i1j4. Item lego utrique servicio beate Marie ville predicte, 
viz. ecclesie parochialis predicte & Capelle Sancti Egidii, unam mappam 
longitudinis vij virgarum per medium dividendam & inter predicta servicia 
equaliter distribuendam. Item lego ymagini beate Marie ecclesie paro- 
chialis predicte unam virgam novi panni de lawne & aliam virgam veteris 
panni de lawne ymagini beate Marie Capelle predicte. Item lego Gilde 
Corporis Christi ville predicte vj4. Item lego Fratribus ordinis Predica- 
torum ville predicte pro uno Trentali pro salute anime mee celebrando v°, 
Item lego Johanni Pygburn, filio meo senior & heredi omnia & singula 
utensilia & ornamenta ipsi jure hereditario in domo mea post obitum meum 
inventa quecumque sint descendencia. Item lego Witmo Pykburn filio meo 
junior duo nova suppellectilia cum j suppelleactile vetere, 1) nova linthia- 
mina, & duo vetera linthiamina, ij novos (s7c) lodices & j novam culcitram, 
j bolstyr cum j cervicali, i1j cocliaria argentea cum iij virgatis panni pro una 
toga sibiaptanda. Item lego Johanne fille mee meam optimam clavidem 
& meam optimam tunicam & ij Coclearia argentea, et meam murram 
veterem. Residuum &c. do et lego Thome Pygburn, capellano, & Johanni 
Pygburn, filiis meis quos quidem ordino & constituo meos Executores, ut 
ipsi predictum bonorum residuum per discretam supervisionem & consilium 
Johannis Gislay de Pontefracto senioris pro salute anime mee ordinent 
& disponant prout ipsi summum judicem in extremo judicio facie ad faciem 
habituri racionem animabus suis reddere valeant salutare. Quem eciam 
Johannem Gysley ordino & constituo hujus testamenti mei execucionis 
fidelem supervisorem. In cujus rei testimonium, &c. Hhluis testibus, 
Wikmo Hall, Thoma Chaloner, capellano, Thoma Spencer & alus. Dat’ 
apud Pontemfractum die & Anno Dni supradictis. 

Probate granted 8th August, 1434, to John Pygburn, power being 
reserved for Thomas Pygburn, co-executor. (Reg. Test. Ebor., ii, 391.) 





WILL OF THOMAS RADCLIFF, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, quinto die mensis Marcii Anno Dni Mitimo 
cccc™? |xxxm0, Ego Thomas Radcliff de Pontefracto in bona memoria exis- 
tens & videns finem vite mee appropinquare condo testamentum meum 
ac meam ultimam voluntatem in hunc modum. In primis commendo 
animam meam Deo Omnipotenti, beate Marie, & omnibus civibus celi, 
Corpusque meum ad sepeliendum in Cimiterio ecclesie omnium Sanctorum 
ville Pontisfracti. Item lego nomine mortuarii mei meam optimam togam. 
Item lego summo altari ecclesie supradicte pro decimis meis oblitis x14. 
Item Fabrice Capelle Sancti Egidii Abbatis, 11j$ ij4, Item Fabrice & 
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reparacioni ecclesie mee parochialis xx8. Item ordino constituo & facio 
Margaretam uxorem meam meam veram executricem voloque quod pre- 
dicta Margareta vendat omnia terras & tenementa jacentia in Pontefracto 
predicto Witmo Strodour de eadem. Habendum sibi heredibus & assigna- 
tis suis imperpetuum. In quibus predicta Margareta inde habet statum 
sibi heredibus & assignatis. Ita quod proficua eorundem terrarum & 
tenementorum, cedant & habeantur per predictam Margaretam ad perim- 
plendum meam predictam ultimam voluntatem necnon ad persolucionem 
debitorum meorum pro salute anime mee. Residuum, &c., do et lego 
predicte Margarete uxorl mee ut ipsa ordinet & disponat pro salute anime 
mee prout sibi melius videbitur faciend’. Et insuper volo quod Henricus 
Kelyngbek habeat imperpetuum unam acram terre jacentis in campo 
Pontisfracti modo in tenura Henrici Berege post terminum dicti Henrici 
prout plenius apparet in sua indentura & non aliter. Hus testibus, 
Johanne Pullan, clerico, Wito Strodour, Thoma Hunt & aliis. Dat’ die 
mense & anno Domini supradictis. 
Proved 23rd March, 1480. (Reg. Test. Ebor., v, 100d.) 





WILL oF WILLIAM RAWLYNSON, OF PONTEFRACT, BAKER. 


In Dei nomine Amen, xx™° die mensis Aprilis Anno Dni Mito cccc™° 
Ixxxmo }}40, Ego Wilmus Rawlynson de Pontefracto, Baker, compos 
mentis & sane memorie eger tamen corpore, mortis horam michi videns 
imminere condo testamentum meum in hunc modum. In primis lego 
animam meam Deo Omnipotenti & beate Marie ejus genetrici ac omnibus 
Sanctis, Corpusque meum sepeliendum infra Cimiterium ecclesie Omnium 
Sanctorum Pontisfracti. Item lego nomine mortuarii mei unam equam. 
& cuilibet clerico parochiali ibidem ministranti ij. Item lego Riéo filiomeo 
meam, optimam blodiam togam. Item, Johanni filio meo aliam togam 
blodiam. Item Alicie fille mee unam togam russetam. Residuum vero 
omnium bonorum meorum superius non legatorum post expensas meas 
funerales plenarie solutas libere do & lego Johanne Rawlynson uxori mee. 
Quam quidem Johannam ordino facio & constituo presentis testamenti 
mei sive ultime mee voluntatis executricem per presentes. In cujus rei 
testimonium &c. Huis testibus, Waltero Bubwith & Thoma Sharpp, 
capellanis. Dat’ die mensis & Anno Dni supradictis. 

Proved 28th June, 1482. (Reg. Test. Ebor., v, 68.) 





WiLL or THOMAS RAWSON, OF PONTEFRACT, CHAPLAIN, 


In Dei nomine Amen, xij™® die mensis Februarii Anno Dini Mito 
ccccMe ]xxxmo 33j)¢i0, Ego Thomas Rawson de Pontefracto, capellanus, 
compos mentis & sane memorie tamen eger corpore condo testamentum 
meum in hunc modum. In primis do & lego animam meam Deo omni- 
potenti, beate Marie virgini & omnibus civibus celi, Corpusque meum sepe- 
liendum in Cimiterio ecclesie Omnium Sanctorum Pontisfracti in parte 
australi juxta matrem meam ibidem sepultam. Item lego servicio beate 
Marie in eadem ecclesia xij4. Item Gilde Corporis Christi xx4. Item 
Fratribus Sancti Roberti juxta Knaresburgh x14, Item Georgio Rawson, 
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fratri meo, & uxori ejus j matress opt’ & ij superlectilia unum viride 
figuratum cum, Ostrige feders & aliud figuratum cum avibus coloris viridis, 
Item eisdem j) par linthiaminum & ollam enneam. Item lego eidem™ 
Georgio togam, de murra & uxori ejus aliam viridis coloris. Item eisdem 
1) coclearia argentea & vj$ vij4 in pecunia. Item Thome Rawson, filio 
ejusdem Georgi, librum meum vocatum portiferium & craterem argen- 
teum. Item lego eidem Thome suppellex rubei coloris figuratum cum 
nomine Jhesu & j linthiamen cum 11)§ 111j4 in pecuniis. Et eidem Thome 
} togam de violet. Item Johanne sorori sue suppellex rubei coloris 
figuratum cum avibus & cistam patellam cum perapsidibus & 1j discis 
& uj%iij4in pecunia. Item Alicie sorori sue suppellex rubii coloris cum 
rosis de yalow & linthiamen cistam & parvam patellam cum perapsidibus 
1) discos & iij8 inj4 in pecunia. Item lego Dno WiHmo Wynk, capellano, 
} cochiar de argento & superpellicium. Item lego Dno Petro Bekk, capel- 
lano } cochar argenteum & superpellicium. Item lego Dno Edmundo 
Bank }j cocliar argenteum cum brevi stipite. Item Dno Robto Moxson, 
capellano par precularum de gagate. Item Dno Johanni Lese par pre- 
cularum de Ambre cum parvo anulo argenteo. Item lego Mariorie Stryk- 
land j cocliar argenteum. Item Johanne White j vetus matress & sup- 
pellex de viride & yalow. Item Margarete Brame togam nigram cum 
capicio cum perapcidibus & discis. Item Johanne, filie sue, perapsides 
& discos cum j salt seller. Item uxori Johannis Hopton ) murram, deaura- 
tam. Item Petro Cooke j sicam deargentatam. Item lego uxori ejusdem 
Petri zonam deargentatam. Item Margarete Chapman pannum pictum 
cum ymagine sancte Katerine & cervical cum mappa. Item Anachorite 
1j%ij¢. Item Johanne White supradicte parvum mortarium enneum 
cum, } novo candelabro. Item lego Johanni Tailyor, capellano, capicium 
blodii coloris cum uno tache argenteo. Item lego Johanni Houghton 
capellano, capicium viridis coloris cum } tache argenteo. Item Johanmi 
Bossewell, capellano, capicium de murrey cum j tache argenteo. Item 
Constantino Rawson, filio Johannis Rawson de Shirburn linthiamen de 
canabo & duos lodices veteres & tunicam cum ] pare caligarum & xij4in 
pecunia. Residuum, &c. do & lego Dno Wimo Wynk capellano & pre- 
dicto Petro Bekk, capellano, quos ordino facio & constituo meos executores 
ut illi ordinent & disponant pro anime mee salute ut ipsis melius videbitur 
expedire. Et Johannem Hopton de Waterhaw facio meum supervisorem, 
Dat’ apud Pontemfractum die mense & Anno Dni supradictis. His 
testibus, Georgio Rawson, fratre meo, Witmo Langrig, & Thoma Mornyng 
de Pontefracto. 

Probate granted 5th March, 1483, to Sir Peter Bekk, chaplain, power 
being reserved for Sir William Wynk, chaplain, co-executor. (Reg. Test. 
Hboreai aed id.) 





WILL OF ISABEL ROLSTONE, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, the xxt® daye of the moneth of Novembre in the 
yere of our Lorde God mdxxv'®, I Isabell Rolstone of Pont’, of hoole 
mynde, make this my last will in this maner folowing. First I bequeath 
my salle to Almyghtie God, oure Ladie Saincte Manie and to all the holy 
company in hevyn, and my body to be beried in the churche yerde of All 
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hallouse in Pontefract, and my best good to be my mortuary. Also I 
bequeath to the hie altar for my tithes forgottyn 18. Item to the amend- 
yng of the hye waye at Ropergate ende vj§ viij*. Item to the most nede 
of Corpus Cristi Gilde v8. Item for a fronttlett for the hye altar xij4. 
Item it is my wil that my sone Lionell shall fynde a lampe in the Freres of 
Pont’ to burne for ever bothe daye and nyght. Item I bequeath to Elisa- 
beth Rolestone, my sone wif, my best beades and knyves,a girdle, buckill, 
and pennaunte gilte and many clothes. Item to Katerine Rolestone a 
girdle with buckill and pennaunte gilte. Item to Elisabeth Branton a 
violett gowne, a kirtle, a paire of Gett beades, a pott, a panne, a girdle, a 
coffer, a paire of Sheits, with other housholde at the sight of my sone. 
Item to everyon of my ii} childer 1j silver spones and to every on of them 
ashepe. ‘The residue of goods I gyve them to Lyonell my sone to dispose 
for my saull and all Cristen saulles. Thies being wittenes, Sir Roberte 
hotcole, preist, Richard Milner, and John Ellys. 

Probate granted 28th February, 1525(6), to Lionel, son and sole 
executor. (hee, Test, Ebor., 1x, 353.) 





WILL oF WILLIAM ROPER, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Deinomine Amen. xvij° die mensis Januari: Anno Domini Mitiimo 
ccccM© xxxiiij'®, Ego Wittmus Roper de Pontefracto compos mentis 
et sane memorie existens videns michi mortis periculum appropinquare 
Condo testamentum meum in hunc modum. In primis legoanimam meam 
Deo omnipotenti beate Marie & omnibus sanctis ejus, corpusque meum 
sepeliendum in ecclesia parochiali omnium Sanctorum Pontisfracti. 
Item lego nomine mortuaril mel meum optimum equum cum ornamentis 
equinis. Item lego fabrice dicte ecclesie vj§ vj. Item lego summo altari 
dicte ecclesie pro decimis oblitis 18 ij. Item lego servicio beate Marie 
ejusdem ecclesie 1j8. Item lego xijib cere comburend’ super corpus & circa 
corpus meum, die sepulture mee & in septima die. Item lego Gilde Cor- 
poris Christi 1j§ 1134. Item lego cuilibet sacerdoti existenti ad exequias 
iiij4, Item lego monachis domus Johannis Evangeliste vj§ vuj4. Item 
lego fabrice ecclesie Ebor. 1)8. Item lego Magistro & capellanis Collegu 
Sancte Trinitatis 11)§. Item lego Fratribus Predicatoribus Pontisfracti 
vilj§. Item lego Fratribus S¢i Roberti juxta Knaresburgh 1j§. Item lego 
uni Fratri pro trentali v8. Item lego Anachorite Pontisfracti 18. Item 
lego ad opus campanilis Capelle Sancti Egidii 11j§ ij. Residuum vero 
bonorum meorum superius non legatorum do & lego Johanne, uxori mee 
& Riéo filio meo ac omnibus pueris meis quosquidem Johannam & Ri¢um 
ordino et constituo meos Executores ut ipsi predictum bonorum meorum 
residuum prout coram summo Judice racionem animabus suis reddere 
velint salutarem pro salute anime mee ordinent & regant ac disponant 
cum supervisione Willi Brighouse, Robti Medley, & Robti, fratris mei. 
In cujus rei testimonium huic presenti testamento sigillum meum 
apposul. Hiis testibus, Dominis Johanne Thornton, vicario Pontisfracti, 
Riéo Duffeld, capellano, & Johanne Sporiour. Dat’ apud Pont’ die & 
Anno Dni supradictis. 

Proved rsth February, 1434. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iii, 405d.) 
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WILL OF ROBERT ROPER, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, Nono die mensis Januarii Anno Domini Mitimo 
cccclxim°, Ego Robertus Roper de Pontefracto, compos mentis et sane 
memorie eger tamen corpore mortis horam michi videns imminere condo 
testamentum meum in hunc modum. In primis lego animam meam 
Omnipotenti Deo et beate Marie Virgini ejus genetrici omnibusque civibus 
celi, Corpusque meum sepeliendum in ecclesia parochiali Omnium Sanc- 
torum de Pontefracto. Item lego nomine mortuarii mei unam vaccam., 
Item lego summo altari ecclesie parochialis predicte pro decimis et obla- 
cionibus negligenter omissis vel oblitis i111j8. Item lego servicio beate 
Marie virginis in ecclesia predicta xij4. Item servicio beate Marie virginis 
in capella Sancti Egidii ibidem xij4. Item lego Gilde Corporis Christi in 
predicta villa ij’. Item lego fabrice dicte Capelle pro salute anime mee 
ibidem imperpetuum memorande octocies viginti petras plumbi. Item 
lego uxori Roberti Cult de Croull unam ollam enneam et dimidium quar- 
terium [brasii] ordeacii. Item lego duobus Sororibus uxoris predicti Roberti 
utrique earum per se unam ollam enneam et dimidium quarterium brasil 
ordeacil. Item lego [blank] fratri earundem sororum ij’. Item lego Alicie 
Moselay servienti mee 1j8. Item lego Alicie Alman servienti mee xij4, 
Item lego Johanne Swillington i1j§. Item lego Witmo Wynk, capellano, 
iij$1iij4. Item lego Johanne uxori mee omnia utensilia domus mee. 
Residuum vero omnium bonorum meorum superius non legatorum do et 
lego Johanne uxori mee, Witmo Wynk capellano, et Johanni Gyselay, 
quosquidem Johannam, Witmum et Johannem ordino et constituo pre- 
sentis testamenti mei executores quatinus ipsi predictum bonorum meorum 
residuum prout ipsis melius videbitur expedire pro salute anime mee or- 
dinent et disponant. In cujus rei testimonium huic presenti testamento 
Sigilum meum apposui. Huis testibus, Roberto Whighall, Johanne 
Clerk et aliis. Dat’ die et anno supradictis. 

Proved 14th January, 1461. (Reg. Test. Ebor., i1, 460.) 





WILL oF JOAN ROPER, OF PONTEFRACT, WIDOW. 


In Dei nomine Amen, Quarto die mensis Marcii Anno Domini Miltimo 
Quadringentesimo Sexagesimo primo. Ego Johanna Roper de Ponte- 
fracto, vidua, videns periculum mortis venire et finem vite appropinquare 
condo et ordino testamentum meum in hunc modum. In primis lego 
animam meam omnipotenti Deo beate Marie et omnibus civibus cell, 
Corpusque meum sepeliendum in Cimiterio vel ecclesia omnium Sanctorum 
ville Pontisfracti. Item nominé mortuarll mei unam vaccam. Item 
summo altari ecclesie predicte pro decimis meis oblitis 1j8. Item fabrice 
ecclesie Sancti Petri Ebor. iij§ i1j4. Item fabrice Omnium Sanctorum 
Pontisfracti et servicio beate Marie ibidem unam nigram zonam cum 
stipatis de argento. Item fabrice ecclesie de Snayth i11j°T marcas. Item 
lego Gilde Corporis Christi ville Pontisfracti quolibet anno durante termino 
viginti annorum ij§. Item Domino Johanni Pullayn, capellano, iij§ i114. 
Item uni Capellano celebranti pro anima mea et animabus omnium 
fidelium defunctorum per unum quarterium unius anni. Et volo quod 
Johannes Adam, filius meus, habeat imperpetuum sibi heredibus et as- 
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signatis suis secundum vim formam unius Carte et prout jus dicte terre 
exegit (sic) et requirit et non aliter post decessum meum omnia illa terre et 
tenementa redditus et servicia prata pascuas boscos et pasturas cum omni- 
bus suis pertinenciis in Baln in Polington in Sokai de Snayth et in parochia 
de Birkyn que nuper fuerunt Thome Mangalfe defuncti. Residuum vero 
omnium bonorum meorum non legatorum do et lego Johanni Adam filio 
meo, dictumque Johannem ordino et constituo meum verum executorem 
ad disponendum pro anima mea per visum et consilium Witmi Wynk 
capellani et Johannis Griesley de Pontefracto prout melius viderit expedire. 

Date of Probate not given, but 1461 or 1462. (Reg. Test. Ebor., ii, 466.) 


WILL oF RicHARD Royse, OF KNOTTINGLEY, GENTLEMAN. 


In the name of God Amen, the xx*® daye of July in the yere of our 
Lord God a thowsand fyve hundrethe fourtie and seven. I Rycharde 
Royse of Knottingley in the countie of Yorke, gentyllman, Doth mayke 
and orden this my last wyll and Testament in manor and forme folowynge. 
Fyrst I wyt and gyve my soule unto the mercy of Almyghtie God my 
‘Creator and redemer and unto the prayers of our blessed lady Saynt Mary 
and unto all the saynts in heaven, and my body to be buryed wythin my 
paroche churche at Pontfrett or where yt shall please God. Item I gyve 
to the churche of Pontefracte for Tythes and oblacions forgotten vj§ viij4. 
Item I wyll have Dyryge and Masse the day of my buryall. Item I gyve 
unto John Thorney, son and heyre of Anthony Thorney of Fenton wythin 
the parishe of Styrton in Clay, a goblet of sylver wyth a Cover parcell gylt. 
Item I gyve unto Rychard Thorney, son unto the sayd Anthony Thorney, 
my lease of the fermehold that I have in Houghton after my dyssease. 
Also I gyve unto the sayd Rychard all my Copieholdes in Pontefrett and 
in Rycall and unto the heyres of the sayd Rychard lawfullie begotten of 
his bodye. Item yf yt happen the sayd Rychard to departe wythout 
heyres then I gyve the sayd lease of Houghton my Copiehold lands in 
Ponfrette and Rycall unto Arthure Dyneley, son unto Arthure Dyneley of 
Swyllyngton. Item I gyve unto the foure Doughters of Anthony Thorney 
whiche he had wythe my Doughter Johan every one of theym xx" toward 
theyre maryage, that ys to wyt to Elizabeth Thorney, Johan Thorney, 
Seus Thorney, Dorothie Thorney. Item I gyve unto my Cosyn John 
Tyndale and Johan his wyffe an ale Cupp of sylver Duble gylt wyth a 
cover. Item I gyve to my cosyng Arthure Dyneley a syluer salt parcell 
gyltwythacover. Item I gyve unto Agnes Brockbancke my syster a gold 
ryng. Item I gyve unto the foure namyd doughters of Anthony Thorneys 
all my fether beddes, shetes, blankets, couerletts, coveryngs of bedd, 
pylloys, bowesters, burdclothes, mattresses, puder vessell, brasse pottes, 
Candelstycks, a Chawfyng dyshe wyth a foyte, a grete kettyll, bedd 
Teystor, Curtaynes, hangyngs, which stuffe ys at Anthony Thorneys as 
appereth by an Indenture. Item I gyve to Elezabeth Thorney my best 
Gyrdell wyth Demysyns. Item I gyve to Issabell Cowrnell a gyrdell 
wyth a bucle and penaund w°! was her mothers. Item I gyve unto Henry 
Dyneley xx® in money and a geldyng whiche ys at Anthony Thorneys. 
Item I gyve unto my godson WyHm Tyndell xx* in money and a stagge 
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orageldyng. Item I gyve Elezabeth Tyndell, Peter Tyndell, and Frances 
Tyndell, chyldren of John Tyndell, every one of theym an aungell of gold. 
Item I gyve to my Cosyng Thomas White wyffe of Styrton a gowne of say. 
Item I gyve to my syster in lawe a clothe gowne whiche ys at Anthony 
Thorneys. Item I gyve to Anne Dyneley my goddoughter thre pounds 
sex shyllynges viuj4. Item I gyve unto the other chyldren of my Cosyn 
Arthure Dyneleys every one of theym an aungell of gold. Item I gyve 
unto the Vicar of Wolley my son in lewe a fether bedd wyth all thynges 
thereunto belongynge whiche ys at WyHms Hobbes at Hartfeyld, whiche 
bed I dyd ly in my selfe. Item I gyve to Issabell Butler, doughter of 
Henry Butler, xx’. Item I gyve to the sayd WyHm Hobbes and his wyfe 
all other my stuffes that ys not gyven afore. Item I gyve to the Curate 
of Pontefrette iij§ iij4. Item I gyve to the Curate of Saynt Gyles Chap- 
pell ij8. Item I gyve to an honest preist yerely 1)! after my decease as 
longe as my leas of Brotherton wyll suffice to serve the sayd preist to synge 
at Pontefrete daylie and to helpe at maynteyne Gods service, and to pray 
for my soule, my wyffes Johan and Elezabethe, my father and my mother 
soules, wyth all other whiche [ am bound unto to pray for and for all 
Christen soules whiche I have fayred better for. Item yf the lawe wyll 
not suffre a prest to syng for me then I wyll that the sayd i1ij!! shalbe gyven 
unto poore folkes and bestoyd about evyll ways, and that my supervysors 
shalbe a counsell in disposyng of the same as in oy®™ money duryng the 
sayd yeres. Item I gyve and bequyth xx® after my dyscease to be be- 
stowed in obbitts and to poore folkes yerely at Pontefret as my lease of 
Brotherton wyll suffice for the same, the sayd vycar xij4, the Curate viij4, 
every prest of the parishe churche and Saynt Gyles Chappell that be at 
the Dirige and masse vj*. Item to the bellman ij4. Item I gyve and 
bequythe iiij!4 yerelie duryng my lease of Brotherton to be bestowed about 
yll waye, that ys to wyt about Brotherton Causey and evyll ways about 
Pontefrett. And I make my Cosyn Nicholas Elys and Sir John Parker, 
the vicar of Pontefrett, the supervysors of the spendyng of the same iiij!4 
and every parcell yerof. And I wyll that my Executors shall mayke the 
sayd Nycholas and John prevye howe the sayd foure poundes ys spent and 
bestowyd from tyme totyme. And my Executors shalbe (szc) bestowe wythe 
the advyse of the sayd Nicholas and John, and my Executors shall exhibet 
unto the said Nicholas and John a trewe accompt of the sayd foure pounds 
wythin viij days from Michellmas daye every yere duryng the lease affore- 
sayd. Item I gyve and bequyth xiij§ iij4 to be disposed emonges poore 
people by the sayd Nicholas and John where as most ned requirethe, and I 
charge the sayd Nicholas and John to see this done as they wyll mayke 
aunswere before God. Item I gyve unto the sayd Nycholas and John 
theyr paynes and labours to be taken in the premysses. Item the iiij}! 
for a preist, twentie shillings for an obbyt, four poundes toward highe ways, 
John, the hole some ys ten poundes, whiche shalbe tayken of the lease of 
Brotherton and be used and spendyd as ys afore mencioned during the 
yeres of the sayd lease. Item I wyll that my cosyn John Tyndell have the ~ 
xx} gyve[n] afore unto Elezabethe Thorney doughter of Anthony Thorney 
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unto the tyme that the sayd Elezabeth Thorney come to Sextene yeres of 
Age. Item I wyll that Arthure Dyneley have the xx!! before gyven to 
Johan Thorney unto the tyme that she come to sextene yeres of age. Item 
I wyll that Thomas Whyte of Styrton have the xx afore gyven unto Seus 
Thorney unto the tyme she come to sixtene yeres of age. Item I wyll that 
WyHm White of Lyne have the xx} affore gyven unto Dorothie Thorney 
unto the tyme she come to sixten yeres of age. Item I wyll that the sayd 
John Tindell, Arthure Dyneley, Thomas White and Wylliam White of 
Lyne and every one of theym shall fynd good and sufficient suerties in this 
counte for payment of y® sayd somes unto the supervisors of this my Wyll 
for the use of the foresaid four doughters. Item I wyll that Anthony 
Thorney shall mayke delyvery of all such plate whiche ys myne trewlie 
and justle unto myne Executors or els all suche somes of money and other 
goods heretofore gyven to his children and also all my Copiehold lands 
wyth the lease of Houghton to be voyd and stand as no gyft. Item I wyll 
that WyHm White and Edward White, chyldren of WyHm White of Lyne, 
have eyther of theym an aungell of gold. Item I wyt to Henry, Robert, 
and Issabell Howldgate, children of Thomas Howldgate, every one of 
theym an aungell of gold. Item I gyve to every child of Thomas White of 
Styrton, and of WyHm Hobbes chyldren, every one of theym an aungell of 
gold. The resydue of all my goods not bequest I gyve unto my syster 
Agnes Brockebanck, my cosyn John Tyndell, and to my Cosyn Arthure 
Dyneley, gentyllman, to dyspose as they seme best for the helthe of my 
soull and all Christian soulles, whom I mayke my lawfull Executors, and 
I mayke my Cosyn Nycholas Ellys of Darryngton and John Barker, vicar 
of Pontefrett, the Supervisors, and I gyve to eyther of theym for theyr 
paynes xx8, Wyttnes, my syster Agnes Brockbannck, Jofies Barker, vicar 
of Pontefrett, Syr WyHm Barker, prest, wyth other moo. 
Proved 1548(9). (Reg. Test. Ebor., xiia, 18.) 





PROBATE AcT OF OLIVER RUSSHEWORTH, OF PONTEFRACT. 


Probatum fuit testamentum Oliveri Russheworth, nuper de Ponte- 
fracto defuncti vicesimo primo die mensis Novembris, Anno Domini 
Miltmo cccc™° septuagesimo primo, et commissa fuit Administratio 
Beatrici, Relicte et executrici in eodem testamento nominate, jurate, &c. 
(Reg. Test. Ebor., iv, 88.) 


ADMINISTRATION OF JOHN RYSHWORTH, OF PONTEFRACT. 


Item, undecimo die mensis Aprilis Anno Domini mccccliiij*® commissa 
fuit Administracio omnium bonorum Johannis Ryshworth nuper de 
Pontefracto abintestato defuncti, Alicie, relicte dicti defuncti et Thome 
Ryshworth, filio ejusdem defuncti, Administratoribus in bonis ipsius 
defuncti Auctoritate Ordinaria deputatis, juratis in forma juris. (Reg. 
Test, Ebor., ii, 294d ) 





WILL OF JOAN SAXTON, WIDOW OF JOHN SAXTON, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. In crastino Annunciacionis beate Marie vir- 
ginis Anno Domini Milo cccc™xxxvj, Ego Johanna Saxton, nuper 
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uxor Johannis Saxton de Pontefracto, compos mentis & sane memorie 
eger tamen in corpore condo & ordino testamentum meum in hunc modum. 
In primis lego animam meam Deo Omnipotenti beate Marie & omnibus 
sanctis ejus, et corpus meum ad sepeliendum infra ecclesiam Omnium 
Sanctorum Pontisfracti. Item lego nomine mortuarii mei xx’. Item 
lego cuilibet capellano ad exequias meas interessenti 1ij9. Et cuilibet 
clerico parochiali ij4. Item lego xijlb cere in cereis conficiendas & circa 
corpus meum comburendas in die sepulture mee. Item lego ad summum 
altare in ecclesia predicta pro decimis meis oblitis & male decimatis vj§ viij4. 
Item lego ad fabricam ecclesie predicte & pro sepultura mea vj§ vij@. 
Item, lego servicio beate Marie in eadem ij 11j9%. Item lego Emmee 
filie mee xl8, Et Matildi filie mee xl8. Item lego Domino RoDto Couper 
vij marcas ad celebrandum pro anima mea per unum annum integrum. 
Et Gilde Corporis Christi 11j§ iij4. Item lego Johanne, filie Matildis 
White v marcas sterlingorum ad maritagium suum sibi perficiendum. 
Item lego Alicie, filie Emme filie mee xl§. Et Alicie, filie Matildis filie 
mee xl§8. Item Katerine, filie predicte Matildis xx§. Item Johanne 
famule mee ij 111j4. Et Thome famulo meo ij§ iij4. Et Roberto 
servienti mev 11j§ i1j4. Et Ricardo servienti meo xx?, Item lego Witmo 
Sharpe xxvj® viij4. Item lego Alicie Arken vj§ viij4. Et Matilde White 
vj§ viij4. Item lego Johanni White, filio Matildis White xi1j$ ij¢. Item 
lego capellanis & pauperibus domus Sée Trinitatis de Pontefracto x8. 
Residuum, &c., do & lego Thome Sharpe de Pontefracto, wright, RoDto 
Couper capellano, & Wito Sharpe de eadem ut ipsi disponant pro salute 
anime mee prout sibi videbitur coram Deo melius expedire, & eosdem 
condo ordino & dispono meos Executores ut ipsi Deum pre oculis habentes 
presens testamentum meum exequantur & fideliter compleant cum effectu. 
Ac eciam Magistrum Rotm Thornton, vicarium ecclesie de Darthyngton 
& Johannem White capellanum ordino & constituo Coadjutores provisores 
& supervisores conjunctim & divisim in omnibus & singulis premissis 
quibus assigno pro eorum labore xl® sterlingorum inter eos equaliter 
dividendos. In cujus rei testimonium &c. Hiis testibus, Johanne 
Drapour de Darthyngton, Johanne Brangwayn de Pontefracto, Thoma 
Smyth de eadem &aliis. Dat’ apud Pontemfractum die & anno predictis. 
Proved 3rd April, 1436. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iii, 448.) 





WILL OF JOHN SAXTON, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. Decimo septimo die mensis Novembris Anno 
Dni m'cccc™xxxv, Ego Johannes Saxton de Pontefracto, compos 
mentis & sane memorie eger tamen in corpore condo & ordino testamentum 
meum in hunc modum. In primis do & lego animam meam Deo Omni- 
potenti beate Marie virgini & omnibus sanctis ejus & corpus ejus ad 
sepeliendum infra ecclesiam Omnium Sanctorum Pontisfracti. Item lego 
nomine mortuarii mei xx®, Item lego Vicario ecclesie predicte iij§ iiij4. 
Item cuilibet capellano ad exequias meas interessenti iiij4. Et cuilibet 
clerico parochiali ij4. Et cuilibet alteri clerico ibidem existenti j4. Item 
lego xiilb cere in cereis conficiendas & circa corpus meum comburendas in 
die sepulture mee, Item lego ad summum Altare in ecclesia predicta 
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pro decimis meis oblitis & male decimatis vj§ viij4. Item lego servicio 
beate Marie in ecclesia predicta 11j§ ij4, Et gilde Corporis Christi 118 ij 4. 
Item lego ad reparacionem ecclesie predicte & pro sepultura mea infra 
eandem vj® vuj4. Item lego Priori & Conventui domus Séi Johannis 
Evangeliste in Pountefreyt vj§ vij4. Item Priori & Conventui Fratrum 
Predicatorum Pontisfracti ij8. Item Isabelle, filie Matildis filie mee 
v marcas sterlingorum ad maritagium suum sibi perficiendum. Item lego 
Johanni, filio predicte Matildis xij§ ij. Item lego Margarete & Alicie 
filiabus ejusdem Matildis xij§inj4. Item lego Margarete, filie Alicie 
filie mee xuj§ 11j4. Item lego Emmote filie uxoris mee vj§ vij4. Et 
Matildi sorori sue vj§ viij*. Item lego & assigno Johanne uxori mee 
nomine dotis sue omnium terrarum & tenementorum meorum, tene- 
mentum meum, in quo maneo cum suis pertinenciis quod quondam 
fuit Hugonis Sherwynde de quo reputat se contentam. Habendum 
sibi ad terminum vite sue cum omnibus vasis & utensilibus ad opus 
& ad artem pandoxacionis in domo mea quoquomodo pertinentibus 
similiter ad terminum vite sue. Et post mortem ejus volo quod omnia 
predicta tenementa cum suis pertinenciis vasa & utensilia inter duas filias 
meas Aliciam & Matildem equaliter dividantur & distribuantur. Item 
lego Capellanis & pauperibus domus Sée Trinitatis in Pontefracto x°. 
Item lego & ordino quod tres capellani orent & celebrent pro saiute anime 
mee & omnium, progenitorum meorum per unum annum integrum proxime 
post diem mortis mee, videlicet Dis Johannes White, Dns RoBtus Benet, 
& Frater Thomas Kynge. Residuum, &c., do & lego Johanne uxori mee, 
Wilmo White, & Johanni Arkyn ut ipsi inde disponant prout pro salute 
animee mee sibi videbitur oportunum. Et eosdem meos ordino & con- 
stituo executores per presentes ut ipsi Deum pre oculis habentes presens 
testamentum meum exequantur & fideliter compleant cum effectu, Ac 
eclam, Dnm Johannem White capellanum ordino & constituo Coadju- 
torem, provisorem, & supervisorem in omnibus premissis, cui assigno pro 
ejus labore xx’. In cujus rei testimonium, &c. Huis testibus, Johanne 
Couper de Pountefreyt, WiHmo Brig de eadem, Johanne Brangwayn de 
eadem & aliis. Dat’ apud Pontemfractum die & anno predictis. 
Proved sth December, 1435. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iii, 438.) 





WILL OF RICHARD SHACHILTON, OF PONTEFRACT, MERCER. 


In the name of God, Amen, the xx'® day of July in the yere of oT Lord 
God m!dxxj. I Richard Shachilton of Pontefract, marcer, of hoole mynd 
and good memory, maketh my testament in maner and forme folowyng. 
Fyrst I bequeath my saull to Almyghty God, of lady Seynt Mary and al 
the company of hevyn, and my body to be beried in the chirch yerd of 
Alhallowes of Pontefract, and my best beast to be my mortuary after the 
costome of the chirch. Item I bequeath to the hye alter for tithes for- 
gottyn xij4. Item to the Gilde of Corpus Christi xij4, to the service of 
our Lady iiij4, to the service of Jhesu 1ij4, to Seynt George preyst iiij4. 
Item to Hugh Astwike vj§ viij4, to George Astwike vj§ viij4, to Isabell 
Astwike vj§ viij4, to Alexander Astwike 1j§ ij4. Item to Wiliam my 
broder a tawney gowne, a Jerkyn of chamlett with a bonnet, to John 
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Chamer a fustian Jackett. Item to Richard Beall a fustian dublet. Item 
to Robert Ellismoth a worstett dublett. Item to Jenet Westerman a 
mete of barlye and 1j§ of money. The Residew of all my goods I bequeath 
to Margaret my wif, William and Richarde my sonys, whome I orden and 
make my executors. Thes beyng Witnes, Sir John Nelsthorp, S™ John 
Watson, preists, Lionell Roolston, Alexander Ellys and other. 

Proved 4th October, 1521. (Reg. Test. Ebor., ix, 172.) 





WILL OF JOHN SHARP, OF PONTEFRACT, SMYTH. 


In Dei nomine Amen, xxviij¥° die mensis Junii Anno Dni Mitho cccce™? 
Ixxx™91j9, Ego Johannes Sharp de Pontefracto, smyth, condo testa- 
mentum meum in hunc modum. In primis lego animam meam Omni- 
potenti Deo, beatissime Marie virgini, ejus genitrici, & omnibus celi civibus, 
Corpusque meum sepeliendum in cimiterio Omnium Sanctorum de Ponte- 
 fracto predicto. Item lego nomine mortuarii mei meum optimum equum 
sellatum et frenatum. Item lego pro decimis meis oblitis ad summum 
altare. Item lego servicio beate Marie in eadem ecclesia 11j§ iij¢.. Item 
lego Fratribus domus S¢i Roberti juxta Knaresburgh xij¢. Item lego 
Fratribus predicatoribus in Pontefracto xij4. Item Fratribus ordinis 
Sancti Francisci in Doncastre xij4,. Item Fratribus de Tikhill xij4. Ac 
eciam do & lego Elizabeth uxori mee illam domum meam in qua Ricardus 
Mercer inhabitat ad terminum vite sue, post cujus decessum volo & concedo 
quod predicta domus Alicie filie mee revertatur. Habendum & tenendum 
sibi & heredibus suis imperpetuum. Item lego Johanni filio meo omnia 
instrumenta ad opellam meam pertinentia Cum ceteris rebus ad artem 
accidentibus quocumque loco fuerint sub hac forma & condicione, vide- 
licet, quod idem Johannes filius meus ponat seipsum apprenticium ad 
artem meam & ipsam debite assequi quousque sciverit eam. Item lego 
ad reparacionem viarum ij? Residuum, &c., do & lego Elizabeth uxori 
mee, quamquidem ordino facio et constituo meam executricem ut ipsa 
ordinct & disponat pro anime mee salute prout ei melius videbitur expe- 
dire. In cujus rei testimonium, &c. Hus testibus, Dominis RobBto 
Johnson & Thoma Rawson, capellanis, RoBto Sproxton ac aliis. 

Proved 6th August, 1483. (Reg. Test. Ebor., v, 84d.) 





WILL OF THOMAS SHARP, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. Ego Thomas Sharp de Pontefracto, compos 
mentis & sane memorie condo testamentum meum in hunc modum. In 
primis lego animam meam Deo omnipotenti, beate Marie virgini, & omni- 
bus sanctis, & corpus meum ad sepeliendum in ecclesia parochiali de 
Pontefracto. Item lego operibus predicte ecclesie pro sepultura mea 
vj§ vij4. Item lego pro mortuario meo meum optimum animal cum 
toto apparatu. Item lego summo altari pro decimis & oblacionibus 
oblitis xij 1174. Item lego servicio beate Marie virginis in eadem ecclesia 
vj§ vilj4. Item lego Gilde Corporis Christi in eadem ecclesia. i1j§ ij4. 
Residuum vero omnium bonorum meorum superius non legatorum do 
& lego Agneti, uxori mee, & Thome Smyth, filio meo in lege, quos ordino 
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facio & constituo executores meos ad faciendum & ordinandum pro 
salute anime mee prout eis melius videbitur expedire. Ordino & rogo 
insuper Wilm Scargill seniorem, armigerum, ut sit Supervisor hujus mei 
testamenti & ultime voluntatis secundum meam voluntatem faciend’. In 
cujus rei testimonium huic presenti testamento meo ultimo sigillum meum 
apposui. Hus testibus, Ricardo Popelay, Thoma Wyntworth, Robto 
Darkyn & alis. Dat’ apud Pontemfractum xij die mensis Octobris 
Anno Domini Mitimo cccc™®xliy°. 
Proved roth December, 1443. (Jeeg. Test. Ebor., 11, 73.) 


WILL OF ROGER SILKSTON, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. Die Jovis in festo S¢i Mathei, Apostoli & 
Evangeliste, Anno Dini Mitimo ccc™® nonagesimo primo. Ego Rogerus 
Silkston de Pontefracto condo testamentum meum in hunc modum. In 
primis lego animam meam Deo Omnipotenti & beate Marie & omnibus 
sanctis ejus, & corpus meum ad sepeliendum in ecclesia Omnium Sanctorum 
ville Pontisfracti. Item lego pro mortuario meo equum meum faleratum. 
Item lego in cera comburenda circa corpus meum in die sepulture mee 
- vjlb cere. Item lego cuilibet Capellano venienti ad exequias meas iij4. 
Item lego & do totum residuum omnium bonorum Johanne uxori mee & 
Johanni filio meo juniori cum tenemento meo. Item constituo & ordino 
Johannam, uxorem meam & Johannem filium meum predictum executores 
meos ut ipsi faciant & disponant pro anima mea prout ipsis melius videatur 
expedire. In cujus rei testimonium presenti testamento sigillum meum 
apposui. Dat’ apud Pontemfractum die & anno supradictis. 

Proved 15th October, 1391. (Reg. Test. Ebor., i, 38d.) 


WILL OF ROBERT SMALETHORP, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, apud Pontemfractum quinto decimo die mensis 
Aprilis Anno Dni Mitimo cccc™°lxxiij®. Ego Robertus Smalethorp 
als Osteler vulgariter nuncupatus de Pontefracto predicto sanus mente 
& in memoria perfectus licet senio confractus & eger corpore videns ex- 
tremum vite mee diem michi imminere condo testamentum meum in 
hunc modum. In primis lego animam meam Deo Omnipctenti beate Marie 
virgini & omnibus sanctis ejus, corpusque meum, ad sepiliendum (sic) 
in ecclesia parochiali Omnium Sanctorum de Pontefracto predicto. Item 
lego summo altari ejusdem ecclesie pro decimis oblitis negligenter aut 
ignoranter factis vj$ vuj4. Item lego Rico filio meo optimam Zonam 
meam. argenteam stipatam. Item lego eidem Rio unum messuagium & 
dimidiam acram terre situatam & jacentem in Pontefracto in vico vocato 
Bondegate que nuper habui ex dono & concessione Laurencii Littster. 
Item lego Elene uxori mee unum Messuagium situatum, in Pontefracto in 
vico vocato Bondegate quod nuper habui ex dono & concessione Nicholai 
Crosse ad terminum vite sue. Et post decessum, predicte Elene volo quod 
remaneat predicto Ricardo filio meo heredibus & assignatis suis imper- 
petuum. Item lego predicte Elene illud tenementum meum in quo ad 
presens immaneo ad terminum vite sue cum omnibus suis juribus & per- 
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tinenciis sub ista condicione quod ipsa sumptibus suis & proprus expensis 
sufficienter prefatum, tenementum in omnibus reparacionibus eidem, in- 
cumbentibus & incumbendis per totum tempus vite sue supportabit & 
debite sustinebit. Et prefata Elena post decessum meum, omni anno 
vite sue circa tale tempus anni quo anima mea de hoc seculo migraverit in 
ecclesia parochiali predicta exequias mortuorum cum missa in crastino a 
septem presbiteris, viz. Vicario ejusdem, ecclesie, duobus parochialibus 
presbiteris ejusdem parochie, duobus capellanis fraternitatis Corporis 
Christi, & duobus capellanis servicio beate Marie ibidem pro tempore 
deputatis faciet celebrari propriis prefate Elene sumptibus, scil. Vicario 
vj@ & cuilibet aliorum capellanorum, i11j¢ annuatim errogando pro salute 
anime mee amicorum, & benefactorum, meorum, necnon pro salute omnium 
confratrum & sororum prefate fraternitatis Corporis Christi feliciter 
optinenda. Insuper volo quod post decessum dicte Elene uxoris mee 
prefatum, tenementum integre & quiete remaneat dicto Ricardo filio meo 
& Dne Johanne filie mee moniali de Hampoll ad terminum vite eorum seu 
alterius eorum diucius viventis, eadem condicione in omnibus servata per 
eosdem qua supra concessum fuit predictum tenementum sepedicte 
Elene uxori mee. Preterea volo quod post mortem Elene uxoris mee, 
Ricardi filii mei, & Dne Johanne filie mee predict’ prefatum tenementum, 
cum, omnibus suis juribus & pertinenciis integre pacifice & quiete dicte 
fraternitati Corporis Christi imperpetuum remaneat suprascripta condi- 
clone a gardianis custodibus sive magistris dicti fraternitatis pro tem- 
pore existentibus in omnibus annuatim observata. Item lego Isabelle 
Ledebeter famule mee unam ollam eneam continentem duas lagenas. 
Residuum vero omnium bonorum meorum superius non legatorum post 
solucionem debitorum meorum de ipso residuo fideliter factam do & lego 
predicte Elene uxori mee ut ipsa inde vivat & pro salute anime mee & 
benefactorum, meorum disponat prout viderit Deo melius placere & nobis 
citius & salubrius prodesse. Presentis autem testamenti mei executores 
ordino & constituo prefatam Elenam uxorem meam & Johannem Austwyk 
cui quidem Johanni pro suo labore lego vj$ vuj@. Et constituo predictum 
Ricardum filum meum hujus testamenti supervisorem ut ipse & prefatus 
Johannes petant levant colligant & recipiant omnia & singula debita que 
michi debentur levabilia & inde ill duo disponant pro anima mea prout 
viderint Deo benignius placari & animam meam ad perpetuam quietem 
citius pervenire. In cujus rei testimonium presentibus sigillum meum 
apposul. Presentibus tunc ibidem Witmo Wynke, Johanne Merbek, 
presbiteris, & WiHmo Dove, laico, Ebor dioc’, testibus ad premissa vocatis 
specialiter & rogatis. 
Proved 27th April, 1474. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iv, 9.) 


WILL OF JOHN SMYTH, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, vicesimo tertio die mensis Marcil Anno Dni 
Mittmo cccc™9 Septuagesimo. Ego Johannes Smyth de Pontefracto, 
compos mentis & sane memorie condo & ordino testamentum meum in 
hunc modum. In primis lego & commendo animam meam Deo Omnipo- 
tenti, beate Marie virgini, & omnibus sanctis Curie celestis, & corpus meum 
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sepeliendum in ecclesia domus Sancti Johannis Evangeliste de Ponte- 
fracto. Item lego pro sepultura mea ibidem vj§ viij4. Item lego Priori 
ejusdem domus Sancti Johannis Evangeliste de Pontefracto x8. Item 
lego Conventui ejusdem domus pro exequiis meis ibidem devote cele- 
brandis xij$ 1ij4, Item lego fratribus Predicatoribus de Pontefracto 
vj vuj@. Item lego Gilde Corporis Christi in ecclesia parochiali Omnium 
Sanctorum de Pontefracto iij§ ij". Item lego fabrice ecclesie parochialis 
de Kypax 1ij$ 11j4. Item lego fabrice pontis de Castylford ij§ 1j¢. Item 
lego fabrice ecclesie de Ledesham iij§ iij4. Item lego fratribus Sancti 
Roberti de Knaysburgh v8’. Item Fratribus Carmelit’? Ebor. v8. Item 
Fratribus minoribus Ebor. v8. Residuum vero omnium bonorum superius 
non legatorum, debitis meis solutis et funeralibus meis expensis 1mpletis 
do & lego Dompno Johanni Esttofte, priori supradicte domus Sancti Jo- 
hannis Evangeliste de Pontefracto, ad disponendum pro salute anime 
mee prout sibi melius videbitur expedire. Et eundem Dompnum Jo- 
hannem, Priorem, ordino & constituo hujus testamenti mei executorem 
meum ad omnia supradicta fideliter perrmplenda. Hus testibus, Dno 
Roberto Whyte, capellano, Thoma Key, generoso, & aliis. 
Proved 16th May, 1471. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iv, 160.) 





WILL OF THOMAS SMYTH, OF PONTEFRACT, ALDERMAN. 


In the name of God, Amen, the xij day of February in the yere of 
ot Lord God m!v¢xxx. I Thomas Smyth off Pontefret, Alderman, beyng 
of holl mynd and gud of remembrance, lovid be Jhesu, makith this my 
testament and last Will in maner and forme foloving. Fyrst I gyff and 
bequeith my saull to the blissid Trinite, to our lady Sanct Marie and to all 
the holy compeny in hevyn, and my body to be beried within the parisshe 
chirch off All hallows in Pontefret in the south syde of the said church 
nere unto the gylde qwere of Corporis Christi. Also I gyve and bequeth 
to the Prior of monastary of Sanct John the Evangelist and to the Convent 
to the Intent to be absolved in the chapito’ hows and to have one derige 
and one sall messe the day of my beriall or els within the space of 1j days 
then next foloyng x’. Also i gyff and bequeith to every preist in the 
parishe church and in the chappell of Sanct Gylis beyng at my derige and 
saull messe the day of my beriall vj4. Alsc I gyve and bequeith to the 
Freers in Pontefret to the Intent to have one derige and one saull messe 
the day of my beriall or els in the mornyng next folowing and insewing 
v8. Also I gyve and bequeith to the chappell of Sanct Antony in Cartmell 
Feld in the parishyng of Cartmell one chales in valow xl8. Also I gyff 
and bequeith to the mendyng of the Caussay in the layn y* goith to 
Fethirstone More v8. Also I gyve and bequeith to o¥ lady service in the 
chappeil of Sanct Gillis in Pontefret one litill crosse of silver to the intent 
to have my name regest in of lady messe boik in the Canon that my sauli 
and my wyff saull with all Christen saullis may be praid for by the preist 
y*is now in present and with all other yt is to come os long as the service 
doith indure and last. Also I gyff and bequeith to every one of my god- 
childer 11). Also I gyff and bequeith to Margaret Anderson, my servant, 
one reid whye. Also to Alyson Elslay, my servant, one blak whye. 
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Also to Agnes Cowhill, my servant, on yong reid whye. The Residew of 
all my guddes not bequethed, my dettes paid and my funerall expenses 
maid the day of my beriall, I gyff thame hoolly and frely to Ezabel! 
Smyth my wyff, the which Isabell I ordan and make myn executrix off 
this my testament and last Will. Thes beyng witnes, S™ Thomas Looge, 
Lyonell Roulston, Robert Gregson, Nycholas Akland, and John Rodley 
with other moo. Maid and gyvyn at Pontefrett the day and yere above 
writtyn. 

Proved 26 April, 1531 (the See of York being then vacant). (Reg. 
Test. Ebor., x, 91d.) 





WILL OF RAWFE SNAITHE (BURIED PONTEFRACT). 


In Dei nomine Amen, the xj day of the moneth of Marche in the yere 
of our Lord Jhesu Cryst m!cccclxxij. I Rawfe Snaithe make my Will 
in this forme. First I betak my Sawle to God Almyghty, our lady Seynt 
Mary and to all the Senyntes(szc)in hevyn,and my body for to be Berydin 
the kyrke of the Colege of the holy Trynite in Pomfrete. Also I bewytt in the 
name of my Mortuary a Gray Awmbylyng horsse. Also I be wytt to the 
kirke of Acworth a vestyment that wantys an Albe and vj§ viij@ to by an 
Albe wyth. Item I be wytt to the Abbott and the Coventt of Founetance 
xx8 for a messe and a Derige their to be downe for my Saule besekyng the 
Abbott and all his Bredir to assole me for the old Abbot, M. Grenwell, did 
so at London, Dompn Thomas Cleseby his Chapelay beyng then presentt, 
whiche is now the Abbott of Waudy, notwithstandyng I be seke the Ab- 
bott and all the Coventt to do itt togedyr at this tyme. Item I be witt to 
SeyntWilfrahede (omzsson). Item tothe shryneat the same kirke my Crowne 
of Sylver and gilted to be hunge apon and theira derige and a messe for to 
be done for me and the Disposers of my Will to agre their for. Item I be 
witt to my wyffe all my godes moveable with in house and with owtt with 
that that my wiffe have a tendir and a faithfull luffe and favour in bryngyn 
upp of hir childir and myne as sche will answer to God and me. And if 
God fortonne theis childer to over life their modir men or women | putt 
full trust in my wife and requyres hir oun goddis be halve where I gife 
thame no mevable godes that sche will, as I trust in hir, And also as nature 
and kynd requyres to reward theme aftir hir power for us bothe. And 
also I gife my wyfe in money xl!i, And besyde that to take x!! to repair 
the Mowrouse hall, And x! of an Obligacion of John Myrfeld whiche 
Parkour of Fletestrete in London has in kepyng, And att Martynmes next 
comyng x marcs, And at the nextt Myssomer aftyr that x marks, and v 
marks to be forgyfen, and this money to be waryd of the beldyng of the 
Mowrouse, except that Parkour the Draper in Fletestett take up that 
whiche is bethwis hym and me, whyche is my Estimacion for v or vj 
yerdys of cloithe of Russett and for j fur whiche he bowght me of Buge, 
And the said William Parkour sall pay to Wim Shoreman the mercer 
in the Chepesyde xxxiij§ if itt be any more I report me to the yong manys 
trewth, And also I gyfe to John, Goerg, and Robert, my sonys, xl!4 to be 
kepid att Seyntt Oswaldis Abbay, and thay to be Bownden by ther Covent 
Seale to delyver agayn to thame when John, my Son, comys to the age of 
xx yere to every chyld his partt, and at the Covent Seale be lade in a kyst 
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in the Trynytes in Pomfrete be the avice of my wife and of hir brodir 
Willm Savell, beryng witnes Thomas Watkynson, John Dykonson, ar.d 
Thomas Monkton. And I will that my Wife gife to yong John Savell a 
gra horse trotyng whiche gois in the Parke. Item I will that Thomas 
Savell have a Dublett of grene Chamlett, And WiHm Savell a Dublett of 
blake Damaske, and that my Sister Waterton have a Doblett of cremysyn 
velvett for hir Son, and that my wife take a Gowne furyd w' Buge and a 
Dublett of blake velvett for hir Rememerance of me. Item I wyll that 
John Dikonson have a Gowne of Rusett lyned whiche is att London. Item 
I gife my sister Margarett xx8 of syche Dewtys as is grewing at the Parke 
because I had my Felas with me beyond se, that is to say, William Arme- 
stede, John Tatirsall, and Wittm Parkour, ilkone of thame to have a yong 
Cow and a kalfe, and ilkone of thame vj§ viij4, and Raufe Dikonson a 
why and j kalfe and vj§ viuj4, And John Dikonson a yong mere: except 
the v whyes and that mere I will that my wife have all my Catell. And 
as for my lyvelod that is to say in the honour of Pomfrete, the Mowrehouse 
with the appurtenance, And all that I have in Carlton, Acworth, Hundell, 
Preston, and Pomfret, feldis, in Rypon, and in Markynton, and a house 
of the same in Otelay and after the decesse of Alison Parfray in Knares- 
burgh, and j house in Stauelay, I will that my Wife have rewle and gydyng 
of all thes parcels with that sche will putt John and George my Sones att 
the age of x yere in to the Abbay of Seynt Oswaldis and agre with the 
Priour for their Burd and ther lernyng. And when my son John comys 
unto the age of xxj yere then his modir to suffir hym to have xx marks 
worth of land be the syght of hir selfe and of hir Brodir William, Miles 
Wylstropp and John Pullan the yonger my kynesmen boithe. And if my 
wife think that the conversacion and gydyng of George and Robert my 
Sonys be the vice of hir counsell that thay be vertuse and plesyng to hir 
I wold that sche Rewardyd thame as hir counsell will a vice hir to do. 
And if so fortone as God defend my Sonys George, John, and Robert, 
and if God send hir a Son to stand in like case if any thyng come att John 
be the advyse of Selfe and hir Cownsell, the lyvelod to be Devydid emong 
the odir Bredir and for Defaute to my Dowghter. And if so be that ought 
come att my childer I will that Witm Snaithe, the son of WiHm Snaithe, 
be Rewardyd as thame thynk and as natore and kynd styrs thame to do. 
And as for the farmehold of Bradlay that I have takyn be Indenture undir 
the Seale of the Abbott of Funtance I will my wife have Reule and gidyng 
thereof duryng the terme. And as for the teynd of Trinites, of Yorke, of 
Hoton Panell, I have takyn itt of the Prior and the Covent for xvj yere be 
Indenture for xii] marcs yerely to me and myne assignes. And for itt 
I will my Wife have reule of itt to hir and hir chylder. And as for the first 
yere Ferme it is paid before hand. And as for George Box as for siche 
godis he take of myne his fadir in law Wim Calverlay hais promysed me 
be his faith and trowthe I suld have v marcs at Martynmes next comyng 
and att Missomer aftir that odir v marcs his Brodir Thomas Calverlay of 
Record. Andas for maryage mony whiche I promysed John Adam it salbe 
determyd be my Wife and the parson of Acworth. And as for that x]! 
suld be putt in kepyng of the Prior and the Coventt of Sent Oswalds T will 
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that thay fynd sufficiant Surty ondir their Coventt Seale that duryng the 
nonaige of the childer, if thay occupy the mony to their awn use, tha to 
do for me yerely a messe and a Derige, And els the said mone to be gidyd 
be the Rewle and the gyding of my Wife and hir Cownsell in anodir sure 
place for the same intentt. And as for Witm Wakefeld I will he [be] fownd 
att the Scole and be att the Rewle of my wife and hir Cownesell and she 
to fynd hym, And that at is takyn of his lyvelod abune his fyndyn my 
wife to putt itt to gud use to behove of hym and his wife, Item I gife 
to Thomas Watkynson x$ for to putt hym in Devor to helpp and to be 
of Cownsell when he his requyryd. And to Thomas Monkton vj§ viij@. 
Item I gyfe to my Son John Snaithe all my white harnes complete w' 
salett and al odir pece of harnes. And to my uj sonys uj Jaketts of 
Male. And to my Son George a Salett with a vysour. And I make my 
wife myne Executrix. And I the said Rawfe Snaithe to this my will 
sette to my Seale with the Wytnes above named. 
Proved 23rd March, 1472. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iv, 186.) 





WILL OF THOMAS SPENCER, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, Tercio die mensis Septembris Anno Dni Mitimo 
eccc™9]xx11ij ©, Ego Thomas Spencer de Pontefracto, compos mentis & 
sane memorie, eger tamen corpore, mortis horam mihi videns immuinere, 
condo testamentum meum in hunc modum. In primis lego animam meam 
Deo Omnipotenti & beate Marie virgini ejus genitrici, omnibus celi civibus, 
corpusque meum sepiliendum in ecclesia parochiali Omnium Sanctorum 
de Pontefracto. Item lego nomine mortuarii mel unam vaccam. Item 
lego summo Altari dicte ecclesie parochialis pro decimis & oblacionibus 
oblitis xx4. Item lego servicio beate Marie in eadem ecclesia x1j4. Item 
lego servicio beate Marie in capella S¢i Egidii xij*. Item lego Gilde Cor- 
poris Christi in villa predicta ij8. Item lego fabrice capelle Sci Egidii in 
eadem villa vj§ vij4. Item lego fabrice calceti ad finem ville predicte 
1j§ i1j4. Item lego Fratribus Predicatoribus Pontisfracti vj§ viij@. Item 
lego Fratribus ordinis S¢i Roberti juxta Knaresburgh 118 i1j4. Item lego 
Johanne Musgrave filie mee vj cocliaria argentea & unam murram apta- 
tam. Item do & lego Elene uxori mee unum annuum redditum sex soli- 
dorum & octo denariorum exeuntem de tenemento meo in Pomfrete quo 
Robertus Rysshworth modo inhabitat, quem quidem annuum redditum 
volo & concedo pro me & heredibus meis quod dicta Elena uxor mea 
habeat & teneat sibi & assignatis suis durante vita ipsius Elene annuatim 
percipiendum de predicto tenemento ad duos anni terminos, viz. ad festa 
Sancti Martini in hyeme & Pentecostes per equales porciones. Insuper 
volo & concedo pro me & heredibus meis quod dicta Elena uxor mea libere 
habeat & teneat sibi & assignatis suis unum parvum Gardinum ad occu- 
pandum pro herbis necessariis ad suum usum proprium. Residuum, &c., 
do & lego Elene uxori mee, Witto Wynke capellano, & Agneti Musgrave 
filie WiHmi Musgrave. Quosquidem Elenam, WiHmum & Agnetam 
ordino facio & constituo meos executores presentis testamenti mei quati- 
nus ipsi predictum bonorum meorum residuum prout ipsis melius vide- 
bitur expedire pro salute anime mee ordinent ac disponant. In cujus 
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rei testimonium, &c. Hiis testibus, Thoma Rawson, Petro Bek capellano, 
Wilmo Halne sissore, & aliis. Dat’ apud Pontemfractum die & Anno 
Dnhi supradictis. 

Proved oth September, 1474. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iv, 216d.) 





WILL oF ROBERT DE STAPELTON, OF PONTEFRACT, BARBER. 


In Dei nomine Amen. Ego Robertus de Stapelton de Pontefracto, 
Barbour, in bona & sana memoria existens, xviij® die mensis Septembris 
Anno Dni Milimo cccc™°vij® condo testamentum meum in hunc modum. 
In primis lego & comendo diam meam Deo Omnipotenti, creatori meo, 
beate Marie virgini, & omnibus sanctis ejus, & corpus meum ad sepelien- 
dum in Cimiterio Omnium Sanctorum in villa Pontisfracti. Item do & 
lego pro mortuario meo meliorem armilausam meam. Item do & lego 
circa corpus meum quatuor candelas cereas ad comburendum in die 
sepulture mee. Item do & lego circa corpus meum prandium & potum 
pauperibus ac aliis ad valorem viij4. Item do & lego duobus presbiteris 
parochialibus x1j4, Et omnibus aliis presbiteris ibidem venientibus 111j4. 
Et aliis clericis j}4. Item do & lego ad summum altare dicte ecclesie xij4. 
- Item do & lego ad opus dicte ecclesie ad absolucionem ibidem ij. Item 
do & lego capelle SGi Egidii in villa predicta iij$ 11j4, Item do & lego ad 
adjuvandum unam venellam vocatam Penilayn (omission), Item do & lego 

uni venelle pene Castrum ville predicte xij4. Item do & lego unam armi- 
lausam vel xx4. Johanni de Barton. Item do & lego ad opus Monasterii 
S¢i Petri Ebor x1j4. Item do & lego omnibus Fratribus ville de Doncastre 
vs. Item do & lego Fratribus Ebor ejusdem ordinis v8, Item do & lego 
unam Cotagiam que dimis’ Johanni Martyn de Stapilton pro vj§ eat inde 
ad ecclesiam de Darthyngton v8. Et apud le Frayre xij4. Item dico 
quod WiHs de Stapilton, Frater ordinis Predicatorum ville Pontisfracti 
metuatus (Sic) fuit xx® de me ex vadio unius Cape argentee. Et ego vero 
predictus sum debens eidem WiHo x§ pro firmadomus mee. Item do & 
lego clerico scribenti pro nessisariis xij4 & tres ulnas panni lanii. Item 
do & lego 1ij acras terre jacentes in le Henssall ad opus Abbatis de Kyrk- 
stall & conventui suo ad selebrandum quot astendunt pro anima mea. 
Residuum vero omnium bonorum ubicumque inveniri poterunt do & lego 
& hujus autem testamenti ac mee ultime voluntatis ordino & constituo 
meos executores Thomam Raper de Pontefracto & Robertum de Naytun 
de eadem ut ordinent & disponant secundum quod ego melius placere 
potero & mee anime cicius cedere ad profectum. Dat’ apud Pontemfrac- 
tum die & anno supradictis. 

Proved 27th September, 1407. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iti, 271d.) 





PROBATE ACT OF WILLIAM STRETE, OF PONTEFRACT. 


Probatum fuit testamentum Wilmi Strete de Pontefracto defuncti 
xviij° die mensis Februarii Anno Domini Mitimo cccc™® septuagesimo 
primo, et commissa Administracio Alicie relicte & executrici in eodem 
testamento nominate jurate in forma juris, (Reg, Test, Ebor., iv, 175d.) 


330 - WILLS OF LEEDS AND DISTRICT 


ADMINISTRATION OF THOMAS STRIKLAND, OF PONTEFRACT, 


Item xviij° die mensis Marcii Anno Domini Milimo cccc™® quinqua- 
gesimo nono Commissa fuit Administracio omnium bonorum que fuerunt 
Thome Strikland nuper de Pontefracto ab intestato defuncti Mariorie 
relicte ipsius defuncti Administratrici in bonis ejusdem defuncti Auctori- 
tate ordinaria deputate, jurate in forma juris. (Reg. Test. Ebor., i, 425d.) 





WILL OF JENNET STRODER, OF PONTEFRACT, 


In the name of God, Amen, the yere of of Lord a thousand ccecc* 
and x. I Jennet Stroder,of Pountfret, make my testament and last Will 
in this wyse. First I bequeth my soule to Almyghtie God, our lady Seint 
Mary and all the company of hevyn, and my body to be buried in the 
kirk garth of All halows of Pountfrett. Item I bequeth for my mortuary 
as use and costome requireth. Item, to Seint Giles chapell within Pount- 
fret a crosse of masselyn. Item I bequeth to Richard Shakilton a cup- 
borde. Item to his wiff my best bedes. Item to John Wilson wif a pot 
which heth in the hospitall of Saint Nicholas. Item I bequeth to Agnes 
Rimmey 4 brasse pott, a panne, with a laddill. Item to Alice Diconson a 
twill towell with Seint John hede and a paynted clothe. Item to Rie. 
Shakilton moder a kirchiff. The Residue of all my goods unbequethed 
I gif holy to my sonne William Stroder late sonne and heire to my husband, 
Richard Strodur, whome I make myn Executor as he is to his fader and 
to be in the keping of his kine, Thomas Bakar, and my broder and he to 
have the roule of hym with such lyveloode as his fader had within the 
town of Pountfrete of his fader gift, William Strodur. In Witnes of this 
my testament I have set my seale the day and yere aboveseid. Thes 
witnes, Syr Wim Turpyn, Thomas Gelleshay, Thomas Stodelay, John 
Wilson, and John Rushworth, with oder. 

Proved 27th August, 1510. (Reg. Tesi, Ebor., vii, 514.) 


WILL OF AGNES STROTHER, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, xvj'° die mensis Marcii Anno Dm Mitimo quin- 
gentesimo v', Ego Agnes Strother, vidua, de Pontefracto, compos 
mentis & sane memorie, condo testamentum meum in hunc modum, In 
primis do animam meam Deo Omnipotenti, beate Marie, ac omnibus celi 
civibus, corpusque meum sepeliendum in ecclesia Fratrum Predicatorum 
dicte ville coram imaginibus beate Marie & Séi Petri de Millan martyris. 
Item lego dictis fratribus pro mea sepultura & pro salute anime mee xx§ 
& ij quarteria brasii. Item lego meum optimum animal nomine mortuari 
mei. Item lego summo altari in ecclesia Omnium Sanctorum de Ponte- 
fracto pro decimis & oblacionibus meis negligenter omissis & oblitis xij§. 
Item volo quod distribuantur in capellanos clericos & pueros existentes 
ad meas exequias in die sepulture mee xiij§ iij4. Item lego ad distribuen- 
dum in debiles & pauperes eodem die xxvj§ viij4. Item lego fabrice 
ecclesie Omnium Sanctorum de Pontefracto predicto vj§ viij4. Item volo 
& concedo quod Johannes Strother, filius meus, habeat unum ortum situa- 
tum juxta venellam citra fontem vocatam Mylner well sub tali condicione: 
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quod non impediat ultimam voluntatem Witmi Strother quondam mariti 
mel neque impediat sive perturbabit hanc meam ultimam voluntatem 
quod si fecerit sive impedire procuraverit tunc volo quod dictus ortus 
remaneat nove cantarie postquam fundata fuerit in ecclesia Omnium 
Sanctorum ville predicte & hoc secundum ordinacionem & disposicioneim 
executoris mei unacum consilio ac adjutorio supervisorum meorum infra- 
nominatorum. Item volo quod Dionisius Austwyk & Avis uxori ejus 
unum ortum habeant situatum ex boriali parte fontis vocate Orgram well 
& dictus ortus jacet ex parte orientali clausure vocate Bateclose. Item 
lego Ri€o More, filio & heredi Robti More nuper defuncti meum plumbum 
in pandoxatorio & ij® magna vasa vocata maskfat & gilefat caminum 
ferreum & unum copbord cum omnibus lignis pertinentibus lectibus infra 
domum & cameras meas. Item lego eidem Rico unam cratheram argen- 
team & planam sine pede. Item lego uxori sue unam murram cum liga- 
turis argenteis & parva lamina argentea in latore ejus. Item lego W® 
Strother filio meo unam cratheram argenteam cum stella imprassa (sic) & 
deaurata in fundo ejus. Item lego Jofini Strother, filio meo unum salt 
seller argenteum & vj coclearia argentea cum le akrons in fine illorum. 
Item lego eidem Jofini unam cratheram impressa cum pede habentem 
“parvum signum cum puncto cultelli prope fundum. Item lego Alicie 
More, fille mee, unam cratheram argenteam stantem vocatam bell pece 
& meam optimam murram. Ita quod dicta murra remaneat Agneti 
More, filie sue, post mortem dicte Alicie More. Item lego Johe Huntyng- 
den, fille mee, unam cratheram argenteam & planam stantem cum le 
crest deaurato circa pedem. Item lego Avis Austwik, filie mee, unam 
cratheram argenteam stantem cum coopertorio argenteo habentem 
monile deaurato in fastigio ejus. Item lego Agneti Huntyngden, filie mee, 
unam cratheram & planam cum pede. Item lego Jofini Strother filio 
meo, meum optimum coopertorium, lectus (sic) de arreas werk. Item lego 
Alicie More, filie mee, 1j° paria linthiaminum, unum par de lino & alterum 
de stuppa. Item habeo tria vadimonia Wilh Jakson viz. unam murram 
cum ligatura argentea & deaurata, unam cratheram argenteam & unam 
zonam cocciniam & stipatam cum argento pro quibus prestavi Georgio 
Jakson patri suo 1)! xij§ i11j4, quam quidem summam postquam recu- 
peratam fuerit volo distribui & dividi equaliter inter filios & filias Thome 
Huntyngden (sic) & Johanne consortis sue. Item lego iij>"S pueris Alicie 
More iij® paria linthiaminum cum totidem lodicibus. Item lego Agneti, 
filie mee omnia vasa utensilia mea inventa in mea taberna prope Pontem- 
fractum. Item eidem Agneti unum par molarum pro senapio anglice a pare 
_of brekars & a pare of passars. Item lego Johanni, filio meo, unum par le 
brekars & unum par le passars. Item lego Agneti More, filie Alicie More, 
meam optimam pelvim cum lavacro de auricalco. Item lego Agneti, 
filie Johannis Strother, unam pelvim cum lavacro. Item Johanne, filie 
Rici Huntyngden, unam pelvim cum lavacro. Item lego Agneti Nennys 
unam pelvim cum lavacro & unum calefactorium ereum (sic). Item lego 
Thome Cook unum cooperculum pro cipho cum ligatura & monili argent’ 
& deaurat’, quam (s7¢) quidem Thomam Cook ordino et facio executorem 
- presentis testamenti mei, & ipse recipiet pro labore suo xiij§ 11)4. Insuper 
ordino & constituo Thomam Huntyngden & Johannem Strother & Dioni- 
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sium Austwyk supervisores istius testamenti mei, et volo quilibet eorum 
habeat pro labore suo vj§ viij4. Residuum, &c., do & lego ad ordinacionem 
& disposicionem dicti Thome Cook, executoris mei, ut disponat & distri- 
buat pro salute anime mee & WiHmi Strother quondam mariti mei, ac 
eclam pro animabus parentum & benefactorum meorum ac omnium fideli- 
um defunctorum, viz. cognatis consanguineis & amicis meis, necnon 
pauperibus maxime indigentibus & necessitati pacientibus, insit hanc 
meam ultimam voluntatem in omnibus bene & fideliter perimpleat quem- 
admodum coram summo Judice melius voluerit expedire. His testibus, 
Riéo White, Hugone Austwyk, Thome Elleslay, Jofine Sharpe capellano, 
Rigo Hudson, & multis aliis. 
Proved 14th May, 1506. (Reg. Test. Ebor., vi, 241d.) 





WILt oF WILLIAM STRUDTHER, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine, Amen, x® die mensis Febr. A° Dihti Mimo cccc™° 
nonagesimo quinto. Ego Witmo Strudther de Pontefracto compos 
mentis & sane memorie tamen eger corpore condo testamentum meum in 
hunc modum. In primis do & lego animam meam Deo omnipotenti 
beate Marie & omnibus sanctis, corpus meum sepeliendum in ecclesia 
Fratrum Predicatorum ville predicte coram ymagine beate Marie. Item 
nomine mortuarli mei meum equum. Item predictis Fratribus xx§ quos 
volo ut solvatur ad emendum lapides pro tectura Domus ibidem vocate 
lez Fratur. Item lego eisdem Fratribus quarterium brasii ordeaci & 
modum pisarum. Item capelle Sdi Egidii vj§ viij4. Item Henrico 
Strudther, fratri meo ij cocliaria argentea. Item lego Agneti, filie mee 
x marcas & unam vaccam. Item lego Avicie filie mee x marcas. Item 
lego Katerine, filie mee x marcas pro partibus suis. Item lego Alicie 
Moure filie mee unam vaccam. Item Johanne Huntington filie mee unam 
-vaccam, Item Cecilie, uxori Johannis Strudther filli mei unam vaccam. 
Item: Isabelle Nunnys filie mee unam vaccam. Item lego servo meo 
Witmo Hedlay unam vaccam. Item volo quod Wilms filius habeat 
post mortem Agnetis uxoris mee unam domum in dicta villa situatam in 
le Baly inter tenementa With Wakefeld ex utraque parte cum Gardino 
& parva clausura sibi adjacente pro termino vite sue. Item lego eidem 
WiHo post decessum uxoris mee pro termino vite sue unum Gardinum 
situatum cum croc’ jacens in Southgate inter Gardinum Elizabeth Gentill 
de Ferybrig vidue ex parte orientali & gardinum Prioris Domus Sé 
Oswaldi ex parte occidentali sub hac condicione quod si permaneat sine 
uxore, aliternon. Et post decessum dicti Witi volo quod predicta domus 
Gardinum clausura & gardinum revertantur Riéo filio meo & heredibus 
suis. Item lego eidem Riéo filio meo & heredibus suis post decessum 
dicte Agnetis uxoris mee duo tenementa in dicta villa pariter jacencia in 
lee Hed market inter Burgagium prefati Johannis Strudthir filii mei ex 
parte boriali & Regiam stratam vocatam le Brig ex parte australl. 
Item lego Robto Mowre & Alicie uxori sue filie mee & heredibus suis post 
~decessum, dicte uxoris mee duas acras terre arrabiles in Campis de Carlton 
jacentes. Item lego pueris filiorum & filiarum meorum cuilibet eorum per 
se unum ovem, Item do & lego dicte Agneti uxori mee pro termino vite - 
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sue omnia mea terras & tenementa vocata Frehold & Copiehold cum suis 
pertinenciis hec omnia disponere & occupare secundum suum majus 
proficuum. Item do & concedo eidem Agneti uxori mee plenam meam 
potestatem predicta terre & tenementa alienandi et vendendi si necesse 
fuerit pro maritagis Agnetis Avicie & Katerine fillarum mearum, Et 
insuper eadem alienandi & vendendi pro sua necessitate & eciam dand’ 
& distribuend’ cuicumque sibi placuerit exceptis duabus acris superius 
Robto Mowre datis. Residuum vero omnium bonorum meorum superius 
non legatorum do & lego dicte Agneti uxori mee Henrico Ward & Thome 
Coke quos ordino & constituo meos executores unacum Agneta uxore mea 
ut ordinant & disponant pro salute anime mee ut velint respondere eoram 
summo Judice. Item Rogero Hopton generoso unum Annulum cum lapide 
in eodem fixo, quem hujus testamenti mei constituo supervisorem. Eciam 
lego supradictis Henrico Ward & Thome Coke, viz. utrique eorum per se 
v}§ viij4 pro labore eorum. In cujus rei testimonium, &c. Hiis testibus, 
RoBto Mowre, Thoma Huntington, Johanne Strudther, Johanne Jakson, 
& Thoma Gudreyd. Dat’ apud Pontemfractum die & anno supradictis. 

Proved roth March, 1495, before Ven. Robert Cutler, $.T.B., Vicar of 
the Parish Church of Pontefract. (Reg. Test. Ebor., v, 476d.) 





WILL oF NICHOLAS DEL STUBBES, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. Die lune prox’ ante festum Annunciacionis 
beate Marie Virginis Anno Dnhi m°cccc™°xxvij®. Ego Nicfius del Stubbes 
de Pontefracto, videns pericula mortis appropinquare condo testamentum 
meum in hunc modum. In primis lego antmam meam Deo & beate Marie 
& omnibus sanctis ejus, & corpus meum ad sepeliendum in ecclesia paro- 
chiali Omnium Sanctorum de Pontefracto. Item lego pro mortuario meo 
nomine principalis equum meum, optimum cum omnibus meis necessariis 
prout solebam equitare. Item lego vjib cere comburendas circa corpus 
meum in die sepulture mee. Item lego summo Altari ecclesie parochialis 
Omnium Sanctorum ville predicte pro decimis oblitis x1j4. Item lego ad 
opus ecclesie parochialis predicte 11j4 et cuilibet sacerdoti venienti ad 
exequias ij4. Item lego cuilibet clerico ecclesie parochialis predicte }4. 
Item lego filio meo WiHo togam meam optimam cum zona mea stipata 
cum argento & armigerio. Item lego fratri meo Johanni aliam togam. 
Item lego Johanni Marshall de Ackworth aliam togam. Item lego 
Wito, apprenticio meo, arcum meum cum sagittis. Residuum vero 
omnium bonorum meorum do, lego, & assigno Agneti uxori mee 
& WiHo filio meo pro debitis meis solvendis. Et illos ad execucionem 
presentis testamentis bene & fideliter faciendam meos ordino facio & 
constituo executores ut ipsi faciant & disponant pro anima mea prout eis 
videbetur salubrius expedire. In cujus rei testimonium presentibus sigil- 
lum meum apposui, His testibus, Wito Casteley, Th. Tyde & aliis. 
Dat’ die & anno supradictis. 

Proved 17th September, 1427. (Reg. Test. Ebor., ii, 516.) 





GRANT OF ADMINISTRATION OF JOHN SUTTON OF PONTEFRACT. 


Johannes Marchall in utroque Jure Bacallarius, Reverendissimi in 
Christo patris & Domini Dni Johannis, Dei gratia, &c,, Sancte Balbine 


Vv 
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presbiteri Cardinalis Ebor, Archiepiscopi, Anglie primatis & Apostolice 
sedis legati, Scaccarii Ebor, Commissarius & Receptor generalis, Dilectis 
nobis in Christo Johanne, relicte Johannis Sutton de Pontefracto salutem, 
De tuis fidelitate & industria circumspecta quam plurimum confidentes. 
Te administratricem omnium bonorum que fuerunt prefati Johannis nuper 
mariti sui ab intestato decedentes infra Jurisdiccionem prefati Reveren- 
dissimi patris existencium ordinamus, deputamus, et preficimus per pre- 
sentes. Te in virtute juramenti tui coram nobis in hac parte prestiti 
firmiter onerant’ is quatenus fidele Inventarium in bonis prefati Johannis 
nuper defuncti conficias & in eisdem fideliter ministris, debitaque prefati 
Johannis in quibus effectualiter tenebatur dum vixit & tempore mortis 
sue quatenus sue suppetunt facultates persolvas. Necnon prefatum 
Reverendissimum patrem ejusdemque ministros quoscumque occasione 
Administracionis bonorum hujusmodi indempnes conserves, ulteriusque 
de bonis predictis ordines & disponas prout magis videris oportunum & ~ 
maxime noveris Altissimo Complacere, Ita tamen quod fidelem computum 
super administracione tua hujusmodi in bonis predictis facta reddere 
tenearis cum super hoc auctoritate prefati Reverendissimi patris congrue 
fueris requisita. Dat’ apud Pontemfractum predictum vicesimo nono 
die mensis Aprilis Anno Dini Mittimo cccc™® quadragesimo secundo, 
(Reg. Test. Ebor., ii, 39d.) 


WILL OF JOHN SWILLINGTON, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, in vigilia Sancti Jacobi in mense Julii Anno 
Dni Mio cccc™® septuagesimo primo. Ego Johannes Swyllyngton de 
Pontefracto, videns periculum mortis venire et finem vite appropinquare 
in bona memoria existens, condo ordino et facio testamentum meum in 
hunc modum. In primis lego animam meam Deo Omnipotenti, beate 
Marie virgini et omnibus celi civibus, corpusque meum, ad sepeliendum 
in ecclesia Omnium Sanctorum ville supradicte. Item lego nomine mor- 
tuarll mei unam, equam nigri coloris vel unam vaccam coloris rubu. Item 
summo altari ecclesie supradicte pro decimis et oblacionibus meis negli- 
genter oblitis xij4. Item Radulpho servienti meo unam ollam eneam et 
unam togam longam coloris rusett. Item lego Ricardo, servienti meo 
unam aliam ollam eneam pro suo bono servicio michi prius facto. Item 
Johanni Bower, vicino meo unam aliam togam rusett. Item volo quod 
Johanna uxor mea habeat ad terminum vite sue tenementum meum situa- 
tum in Pontefracto in quodam vocato le Ropergate et unam clausuram 
jacentem in campo occidentali Pontisfracti vocatam le Brereclosse ac eciam 
unum tenementum situatum in novo foro Pontisfracti ex apposito collos- 
tigii post decessum meum sic venditur per dictam Johannam uxorem meam 
‘ad solvendum debita mea. Residuum, &c., do et lego Johanne uxori mee 
dictamque Johannam ordino facio et constituo meam veram executricem 
ad disponendum pro salute anime mee sicut velit respondere coram summo 
Judice die Judicii. In cujus rei testimonium, &c. Testibus, Thoma 
Mownkton, Olivero Ryscheworth et aliis. Dat’ die et Anno Dni supra- 
dictis. 

Proved sth September, 1471, (Reg. Test, Ebor., iv, 27.) 
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WILL OF ROBERT SWILLINGTON, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, xxiiij die Octobris Anno Diii MiHiimo ccecc™©xxxj, 
Ego Robtus Swyllyngton sane memorie condo testamentum meum in 
hunc modum. In primis lego animam meam Deo Omnipotenti, & beate 
Marie virgini & omnibus sanctis, & corpus meum ad sepeliendum in Domo 
Fratrum Predicatorum Pontisfracti. Item lego meum optimum animal 
pro mortuario meo. Item lego Persone ecclesie Pontisfracti pro decimis 
meis oblitis xij4. Item lego Magistro hospitalis Sancti Nichi de Ponte- 
fracto xij¢. Item lego Fratribus Predicantibus Pontisfracti vj§ viij4. 
Item lego 11) ordinibus sequentibus, cuilibet 1ij§ i1j4. Item lego dis- 
tribuendos pauperibus xiij§ iiij4. Residuum vero bonorum meorum volo 
quod deparciatur in tribus & primam partem volo disponi pro anima mea, 
secundam partem lego Johanne uxori mee, terclam vero partem pueris 
meis. Et ad hec omnia facienda et perimplenda ordino Executores meos 
Johannam uxorem meam, Thomam Darcy armigerum & Johannem filium 
meum ut ipsi disponant pro anima mea prout eis melius viderint. Hiis 
testibus, Johanne Hunt, WiHmo Stubbes & Thomam Tydd. Dat’ die 
& anno predictis. ) 

Probate granted 26th January, 1431(2), to Joan, the relict, and Thomas 
Darcy, Esq., power being reserved to John, the son and Co-Executor. 
(Reg. Test. Ebor., ii, 601.) 


WILL oF JoHN TAILYouR, oF PONTEFRACT, CHAPLAIN. 


In Dei nomine Amen, ultimo die mensis Octobris Anno Dni Mihio 
ccccM0)]xxxM0yjjmo, Ego Johannes Tailyour de Pontefracto, capellanus, 
compos mentis & sane memorie condo testamentum meum in hunc mo- 
dum. In primis lego animam meam Deo Omnipotenti, corpusque meum 
ad sepeliendum in ecclesia Omnium Sanctorum de Pontefracto. Item 
lego mea mera ducta (sic) voluntate ad quedam necessaria predicte ecclesie 
emenda decem libras juxta discrecionem Vicari predicte ecclesie necnon 
& executorum meorum ad usum ecclesie omnino erogandas de qua quidem 
summa prefata in reparacionibus edificorum servicio beate Marie per- 
tinencium xl§ soluti sunt consensu & assensu Nichi Grene tunc majoris 
ac fratrum suorum. Item soluti sunt plumbatoribus xx§; residuum vero 
predicte summe volo ut recipiant executores mei in forma sequente, vide- 
licet, de uxore Thome Sample vj marce. item de Thoma Leventhorp 
xxvj$ viij4, Item de firmis meis prestitis nondum solutis xxxiij§ ij4, 
Item summo altari xij4. Item servicio beate Marie unam tabulam clau- 
sam. Item lego Gilde Corporis Christi xij4, Item Vicario ecclesie 
Omnium Sanctorum de Pontefracto par precularum de ambr’ cum quodam 
anulo argenteo. Item Dnho RoBdto Johnson unam bursam de velvet et 
unum pannum pictum cum ymagine beati Petri. Item lego Dno Petro 
Bek j par cultellorum et v8. Item Dio Edmundo. Bank unam pilam de 
auricalco. Item lego Dino WiHmo Taverner unam zonam stipatam cum 
meo optimo superpellicio. Item Dno Radulpho Chambre unam lucernam 
de auricalco. Item Dfto Johanni Parker unum librum exequiarum & 
alium librum cum missis de Jhesu. Item eidem Johanni pro sex missis 
celebrandis ii)§ iiij4, Item uxori Johannis Austewyk j clavidem. Item 
Agneti Hoggard j togam de blodio cum quodam cocliare argenteo & cum. 
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vj§ viij4in pecunia. Item lego uxori de le fuyster de Kepax j cocliar argen- 
teum. Item Katherine sorori mee meam optimam togam cum capucio,item 
meum optimum culcitrum cum 1j "8 lodicibus 1j4S linthiaminabus de lino 
& 1) 54S suppellectilibus. Item Dno Johanni Bossewell j linthiamen de lino. 
Item Thome Tailyour j culcitrum, 1j lodices, ij linthiamina, & } pulvinar 
tectum cum corio, & j bolster, ac unam togam russetam & ij suppellectilia. 
Item lego Hugoni Austewyk j cocliar implicatum. Item summo altari 
de Kepax j corporale. Item volo quod predictus vicarius habeat meum 
optimum coopertorium solvendos meis executoribus 11j8ij4. Item Dno 
Wilmo Taverner supradicto v8. Item predicte Johanne Austewyk v°*. 
Residuum, &c.,do & lego predictis WiHmo & Johanne quosquidem ordino 
facio & constituo meos executores. Supervisorem vero hujus testament 
mei ordino & facio Dominum Petrum Bek, capellanum. Huis testibus, 
M. Thoma Herryson, predicte ecclesie de Pontefracto vicario, Johanne 
Hill, Johanne Bull & aliis. 
Proved 28th January, 1487(8). (Reg. Test. Ebor., v, 323.) 





WILL OF MARGARET TALIOUR, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In the name of God, Amen, the iij*® day of the moneth of December 
in the yere of our Lord God m!dxxj*", I margaret Taliour of Pontefract, 
widoo, beyng of hoole mynde and good remembrance, makes this my 
testament and last Will in manner and forme folowyng. First I gif my 
saull to Almyghtye God and to the blissid virgyn our lady Saynte Marye 
and to al the faire felyshipe in hevyn, my body to be beriede within the 
parish chirch yerde of Alhallows in Pontefract, my best beast to be my 
mortuary after the costome of the chirch. Item I bequeath to thye altar 
for my tithes forgettyn xvj4. Item to the serves of our Lady iij@. Item 
to the serves of Jhesu iij4. Item to John Smyth di. a quarter of Barlye, 
to Alicie Smyth a yowe, to Agnes Peys ij yowes. Item to Sir John 
Watson xx4, Item I bequeath al my landes, tenementes, as it lyys in 
feldes and towne in Pontefract to Kateryn Taliour my doughtour my 
termis as it more playnly appears in a paire of Indentours, and if it forton 
that my saide childe dye ar she come at age at than Rauf Robynson and 
John Smyth have al my said landys as it lyes above writtyn, and the said 
Rauf and John Smyth cause yerely messe and dirige to be down to Sir 
my dettes paid, my expenses maide the day of my beriall, I gif them frely 
to Kateryn Taliour my doughtour whome I orden and makes my executrix, 
Rauf Robynson, Thomas Ridiall and John Smyth to be Supervisors of this 
my present Will. In witnes herof, Sir John Nelstrope, parishe preist of 
Pontefreite, William Abbot, William Tailiour, and Richarde Rawlynson, 
with many moo. Writtyn the day and the yere abovesaid. Item to 
William Abbot a wyndle of barlye, to Rauf Robynson di. a quarter of barlye. 

Proved 11th February, 1521(2). (Reg. Test. Ebor., ix, 231.) 





PROBATE ACT OF WILLIAM TALYOUR, OF PONTEFRACT. 


Probatum fuit testamentum Witmi Talyour nuper de Pontefracto 
defuncti xxj™° die mensis Noyembris Anno Dni Mittmo cccc septuagesimo 
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primo, Et commissa Administracio Miloni filio et Thome Talyour de 
Altoftes executoribus in eodem testamento nominatis juratis in forma 
juris. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iv, 88.) 





WILL oF JOHN TAYLOR, OTHERWISE PARKE, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, Vicesimo septimo die mensis Julii Anno Diu 
Mimo cccc™® quadragesimo sexto. Ego Johannes Tayleuor, aliter dictus 
Parke, de Pontefracto, compos mentis & sane memorie preacutatum grava- 
tus egritudine condo testamentum meum in hunc modum. In primis lego 
animam, meam omnipotenti Deo & beate Marie ejus genitrici, universisque 
celestis Curie Civibus, corpusque meum sepeliendum in cimiterio ecclesie 
parochialis Omnium, Sanctorum ville Pontisfracti. Item lego nomine 
mortuarli meum optimum averium. Item lego vj libras cere comburendas 
circa corpus meum ad exequias meas die obitus mei et die octava proximo 
sequente. Item lego cuilibet presbitero ministranti ad exequias meas 
11j4, et cuilibet clerico parochiali ij4, Ac aliis clericis minoribus singulis 
eorum j4, Item lego summo altari ecclesie parochialis predicte x4 et 
servicio beate Marie ejusdem ecclesie xij*. Item lego ad emendacionem 
& reparacionem alte vie ducentis per latus parci Pontisfracti versus moram 
de Fedtherston xx@, Item lego Isabelle, filie mee, xl§, & Thome, filio meo, 
vj§ vuj4. Residuum, &c., do et lego Robto Altoftes & Thome Tyde de 
Pontefracto, quos quidem ordino & constituo presentis testamenti mei 
executores ut ipsi predictum bonorum meorum residuum pro salute anime 
mee prout melius viderint ordinent & disponant. In cujus rei testimonium 
&c. Huis testibus, Johanne Westryn, Johanne Gudworth et aliis. Dat’ 
Apud Pontemfractum die & Anno Domini supradictis. 

Proved 19th August, 1446. (Reg. Test. Ebor., 11, 136.) 


WILL OF SIR THOMAS TAYLOUR, OF PONTEFRACT, PRIEST. 


In Deinomine Amen. The xxvj day of the moneth of July in the yere 
of our Lord m!ccccc and xij. I Sir Thomas Taylour of Pomfret, preist, make 
my testament and last Will in this manner and forme foloing. In the 
First I commend my sawle to the Holy Trinitie, to the blessed virgin our 
lady Sainct Mary and all the saincts in hevyn, my body to be buryed in 
the parishe kirke yerd of All halows in Pomfret uppon the Est side of the 
kirk porche. Also I bequeith to the bying of a table conteynyng the 
passion of Jhesu to the hy Alter of All hallows aforesaid ij}! xiij§ iiij4. 
Also I bequeith to ye Gyld of Corpus Christi xij4. Also I bequeith to a 
discrete preist to synge for my sawle and for the sawllys of my fader and 
moder and all cristyn sawlys by the space of 11) yeres xxj marcs. Also 
I bequeith to every preist within the parishe kirk of All hallows aforesaid 
and saint Gylys Chapell that shalbe at my Dirige and salle messe viij4. 
Also I bequeith to the Monastery of saint John Evangelist to have a Dirige 
and saule messe x8. Also I bequeith to the Trinities to have a Dirige and 
saule messe v8, Also I bequeith to the Freres of Pountfret to have a 
Dirige and saule messe v®. Also I bequeith to Freres of saint Robert of 
Knaresborgh v8. Also I bequeith to every brother and suster within 
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Saint Nicholas hows 1)¢, and to the preist vj, to say dirige and messe 
within the place. Also I bequeith to Normanton kirk vj§ vij4. Also I 
bequeith to be disposed for my sawle the day of my burialliiij marcs. Also 
1 bequeith to my unkle Thomas Taylour of Altoftes xx* and to Margaret 
hys doghter xx8. And to Elisabeth his doghter all my beddyng and 
Bedstokes, hawmbres, chaers, and paynted clothys, and my blew gowne. 
Also I bequeith to every godchild iuj4. Also I bequeith to Hew Austwyk 
senior vj§ vuj4. Also I bequeith to Dyones vj§ viij4, my roset gowne, and 
all my wodde and coles. Also I bequeith to the Vicar of Normanton 1j 
volyms of Vincent. Also I bequeith to Sir Thomas Hutchon a boke called 
sermones Magdalene. Also I bequeith to Sir Roger Gybbon alum’yd 
sawter and a Catholicon duryng his lyff and after his decesse to remayn to 
the parishe kirk of All hallows aforesaid. Also I bequeith to Richard 
Austwyk a portesse of Sarum, and to Robert Wakefeld a boke callyd 
Precian maior, And to Cutbert Yoyll a Doctrinall in prynt with inj partes 
of Grammour conteyned in the same. Also I bequeth to John Rownsley 
my short tawny gowne, a worcet dublet, a ledder dublet, and my hoyse. 
Also I bequeith to Sir John Nelsthorp a boke callyd manipulus Cura- 
torum, and to Sir Wilham Clerk my Cloke. Also I bequeith to Sir Chris- 
tofer Casse my best gowne and my hoode. The Resydew of my goodes 
nott bequeythed I giff and bequeith to Sir Robert Alman, Vicar of Norman- 
ton, Sir Roger Gybbon, Dyonesse Austwyk, whome I ordand and make my 
executors that they dispose for my saule by the supervision of William 
Frost, gentilman, which I make supervisor of my foresaid will. Theis 
witnes, Sir John Nelsthrop, parishe preist of Pountfret, Sir William 
Clerk, M. Watson, Sir Christofer Casse, Sir Richard Fletcher with oyer 
moo. Geven the day and yere abovesaid. And after the makyng of this 
testament the said Testator declared his mynd that it was his will that the 
preist that he hais disposed to syng uj yeres as apperys in hys testament 
shall syng thes 1j yeres in Normanton kirk. And this Declaration was 
made afore William Frost, gentilman, Sir Robert Alman and Sir Christofer 
Casse, preists. And this they have sworne and deposed uppon a boke. 
Proved 11th August, 1512. (Reg. Test. Ebor., viii, 85.) 


WILL OF JOHN THOMLINSON, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. Vicesimo quarto die mensis Decembris Anno 
Domini Mithmo cccc™® quadragesimo sexto. Ego Johannes Thomlynson 
de Pontefracto, compos mentis et sane memorie eger tamen corpore condo 
testamentum meum, in hunc modum. In primis lego animam meam Deo 
Omnipotenti & beate Marie ejus genitrici, omnibusque celi civibus, 
corpusque meum sepeliendum infra ecclesiam parochialem Omnium 
Sanctorum, ville predicte. Item lego nomine mortuarii mei xxxiij§ 111)4 
vel id quod probari potest usuale juxta ritum patrie pro voluntate rectoris 
sive alterius cujJuscumque vicem suam occupantis. Item lego xij libras 
cere Comburendas circa corpus meum die sepulture mee & die octava ad 
exequias meas & in aliis divinis officiis eodem die pro anima mea agendis. 
Item lego Vicario ecclesie predicte si meis intersit exequis xij@. Item 
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lego utrique Capellano parochiali pro eisdem, vj4, ac singulis aliis presbiteris 
ad meas exequias ministrantibus iij4. Item lego Fratribus ordinis Pre-- 
dicatorum in Pontefracto pro meis exequiis & missa die sepulture mee pro 
anima mea celebranda iij* ilij4. Item lego Fabrice ecclesie parochialis 
predicte pro mea sepultura inibi facienda vj$ viij4, Item lego servicio 
beate Marie in Capella Sancti Egidii abbatis ibidem iij8 iiij4, Item lego 
Gilde Corporis Christi ville predicte vj§ 1ij4. Residuum, &c., do et lego 
Johanne uxori mee, quamquidem Johannam unacum Johanne Thomlyn- 
son, filio meo seniori, & Roberto Thomlynson, filio meo, ordino & constituo 
presentis testamenti mei executores, ut ipsi predictum bonorum meorum 
residuum prout pro salute anime mee meritorium viderint & salubre ordi- 
nent & disponant. In cujus rei testimonium, &c. Hiis testibus, Roberto 
Couper, Jofie Hypperon, capellanis, Johanne Gyslay et aliis. Dat’ apud 
Pontemfractum die et anno Dni supradictis. 
Proved 27th January, 1446(7). (Reg. Test. Ebor., ii, 151d.) 





WILL OF THOMAS THOMSON, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, the vj*" day of Decembre in the yere of our Lord 
God m!dxxj't, I Thomas Thomson of Pontefract, of hoole mynde and 
good remembrance, makes this my testament in maner folowyng. First 
I wit my saule to Almyghtie God, to our lady Sayncte Marye and to althe 
company of hevyn, and my body to be beriede in the churche yerde of 
Pontefract, and my best good to be my mortuary after costome of the 
churche. Item I bequeath to the hye altar of Pontefract xij4. Item to 
the hye alter of Wymmersley kirke xij". Item I bequeath to the Freres 
in Pontefract 11j$ 11j%. Item to the same Freres x for ij trentales for my 
saull, my wif saull and al cristen saulles. Item I bequeath to Robert 
Thorneton my best bedde and al thynges pertenyng to the same, and a 
cowntter, a chiste, my best brasse pott, my best panne with ij leides. 
Item I wit to John Smales if he tary his yeres with the forsaide Roberte, 
he to have althinges pertenyng to an herthe, if not he to be honestly areide 
and have iij$ iiij@. Also John Sherewod to have xl§ of his owne and iiij 
quarters of malte. Item I wit William Hall my best gowne and on quarter 
malte. Item I wit to Robert Browne and Ranysfeld al my shepe to be 
divide betwixt them. Item to the same Ranysfeld a quarter malte. 
Item to Agnes Wilkoke a hyve of beys. Item I witto William Smyth 
half a quarter malte. Item to Elisabeth Thomson a silver spone. The 
residue of my goodes I gif to Robert Thornton and John Wodhouse whome 
I make my executours. Thes beyng wittenesses, John yllyngworth, 
Thomas Smyth, Lionell Roolston, and many moo. 

Proved rith February, 1522(3). (Reg. Test. Ebor., ix, 258d.) 





WiLL oF MASTER JOHN THORNETON, VICAR OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. Ego Johannes de Thorneton, Vicarius de 
Pontefracto, Ebor. Dioc., vicesimo nono die mensis Aprilis Anno Domini 
miltmo cccc™°xxxviij® condo testamentum meum in hunc modum, In 
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primis lego animam meam Deo Omnipotenti, beate Marie & omnibus 
sanctis, & corpus meum ad sepeliendum in ecclesia parochiali Omnium 
Sanctorum Pontisfracti coram ymagine beati Michis Archangeli. Item 
lego in cera comburenda circa corpus meum xvlIb in v cereis. Item lego 
cuilibet Capellano interessenti exequiis meis & die sequente misse xij®. 
Item cuilibet Clerico parochiali vj4. Item lego tribus Capellanis cele- 
braturis pro anima mea & animabus omnium benefactorum meorum & 
omnium fidelium Christianorum, Cuilibet eorum Cs per unum annum. 
Item tamen quod quilibet eorum dicat Placebo & Dirige singulis diebus 
exceptis festis in ordinale ecclesie Ebor. & quod quilibet illorum trium dicat 
unum trentale pro anima mea & animabus omnium fidelium per Annum 
prout ordinatur in tali trentali dicendo. Item lego Fabrice ecclesie Ebor. 
xl§. Item lego Priori & Conventui Monasterii Pontisfracti xl§. Item 
Priori & Conventui S€i Oswaldi de Nostellis pro una pietancia xl§. Ita 
quod dicant exequias & missam pro anima mea & animabus omnium 
fidelium, defunctorum. Item Fratribus Pontisfracti vj§ viij4 sub eadem 
condicione. Item Magistro Collegii Trinitatis Pontisfracti 8. Et cui- 
libet capellano dicte domus x1j4,. Item Recluse ij5 ij4. Item lego Cs 
distribuendos pauperibus die sepulture mee. Item lego refeccione pau- 
perum vicinorum in die sepulture mee v marcas. Item lego monialibus 
de Hebenynges, Lincoln Dioc. 1j marcas. Item monialibus de Arthyngton 
xx§, Item lego Gilde Corporis Christi Pontisfracti v]§ vij4. Item ser- 
vicio beate Marie virginis in eadem ecclesia vj§ viij4. Item ponti de Fere- 
by uj®iij4. Item ponti de Castelford iij§inj4. Item Fabrice ecclesie 
Colleg’ Beverlaci 11j§ iiij4. Item fabrice ecclesie Conventual de Bridlyng- 
ton 1j§1j4, Item lego Magistro Roberto Thorneton j par Decretalium, 
j capucium furratum. Item lego Dino Johanni Dunsford j togam furratam 
cum capucio. Item lego Dno Thome Kypax j togam cum capucio. 
Item lego Marione Bridlyngton j lectum integrum de blodio cum 4) linthia- 
minibus, 1 lodicibus cum j pelvi, j lavacro, j cipho argenteo cooperto, } ollam 
eneam cum patella, vj cocliaria argentea, & x marcas. Item Johanne 
uxorl Nichi Harpoure } ollam eneam j patellam, j coopertorlum cum 
tapeti 1) cocliaribus argenti. Item lego Johanni, filio ejus, j ollam eneam 
} coopertorium cum tapeti, ij marcas. Item lego Katerine Glover de 
Burghbrig } ollam eneam, ij cocliaria argenti. Item lego Johann), filio 
ejus xx°. Item lego Matildi Rumbaldkirke sorori mee j togam, vj§ viij¢. 
Item lego Johanni Coke de Myldeby j togam duplicatam de russeto, Et 
Alicie, filie sue i) cocliaria argenti & vj$ viij?. Item lego Nicho Harpoure 
xxij$ 1ij4, Item lego Thome Coke, textori, vj§ viij4. Item lego Magis- 
tro Wiltmo Smerte xiij§ i1j4. Residuum, &c., do & lego Magistro Roberto 
Thornton, Vicario de Sylkelston, & Dno Thome Kypax, capellanis, quos 
ordino facio & constituo meos executores ut ipsi ordinent & disponant 
cum supervisione & avisamento Magistri Johannis Marchall pro salute 
anime mee secundum quod ei melius videbitur expedire, Et predicto 
Magistro Johanni Marchall lego } zonam argenteam deauratam. In cujus 
rei testimonium, &c. Huis testibus, Dnis Rico Nobill, Johanne Kypax, 
capellanis, Nicho Harpoure & aliis. Dat’ die mensis & Anno Dni supra- 
dictis, 
Proved 5th May, 1438. (Reg. Test. Ebor., ii, 518.) 
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WILL OF JoAN, RELIcT OF ROBERT TUPE, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. Ego Johanna, relicta Robti Tupe, compos 
mentis, die lune ante festum S¢i Andree Apostoli, Anno Dni Mimo cccc™° 
Xvilj®, condo testamentum in huncmodum. In primis lego animam meam 
Deo & beate Marie & omnibus sanctis, et corpus meum, ad sepeliendum in 
cimiterio ecclesie Omnium Sanctorum, Pontisfracti. Item lego pro mor- 
tuarlio meo unam, Vaccam. Item lego unum porcum ad distribuendum 
pro anima mea. Item Custancie Lorimer j rusetam togam. Item Alicie 
famule mee j camisiam. Item lego Agneti, filie mee, } camisiam & quatuor 
linthiamina. Item lego Agneti, filie mee, ij superlectilia & Alicie filie 
ejus. Item lego Edwardo, filio Roberti Doram j ollam. Item lego sorori 
ejusdem Edwardi j ollam. Item lego Alicie, filie Agnetis filie mee, ] 
Archam. Item lego Robto Dorem j Bortcloth & j Towell. Item lego 
servicio beate Marie in ecclesia parochiali Pontisfracti j flameolam de 
Sipres. Item constituo & ordino Wim Walker de Pontefracto princi- 
palem Executorem meum administrandum omnia bona mea mobilia & 
immobilia ad distribuendum ad profituum anime mee sicut vult respondere 
coram summo Judice. Dat’ apud Pontemfractum in vigilia S¢i Andree 
Apostoli ut supra, &c. 

Proved 7th January, 1418(9). (Reg. Test. Ebor., tii, 612d.) 





WILL OF JOHN TWHAYTES, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In the name of God, Amen, the xij!" daie of Octobre the yere of our 
Lord m!v%ix. I John Twhaytes of Pomfrett, hole of mynd, makes my 
testament in this forme folowyng. First I gif my saule to Almyghtie God, 
our lady Saynt Mary and all the company of hevyn, and my body to be 
beryd in the monastery of Pontefract afore the qwhere dore of the new 
chapell of Jhesu, and my best beste in the name of my mortuarie, and for 
my beryall x8. Also I bequeth at my obyte for Placebo and Dirige with 
messe of requiem to be don for my saule unto the Prior 138, to the supprior 
xvj4, to every preste xij4, and to every novice vij4. I will that myn 
executours cause to be done for my saule a dirige with messe of requiem 
at the parishe church of All halowes in Pomfrett as thei shall thynk best. 
Item to the hye Alter x14. Also I bequeth to the most necessary thynges 
to be doon in the church of Darrington xxvj§ vuj, Item to the reed Ark 
of Sent John of Beverlay 18. Item to the hye awter in Daryngton xij4. 
Item to the chantre ther xij4. Item to the Gild of Corporis Christi xij4, 
Item to poore pepyll xiij$ ij. Item I bequeth to Robert Flynt, Nicolas 
Everyngham, John Grave, Guy Haue, Jobn Cragges the elder, Roger 
Wydie, Robert Grave, John Cragges the yonger, John Huke, John Mow- 
bray, Thomas Lyell, Robert Poole, Thomas Acworth, and Roger Mornyng, 
every on of theme vilj4. Item to M. John Thwaytes, prest, xx, and he for 
to say for the helth of my saule on trentale of messys. Item to my broder 
Edmond Thwaytes all my Reyment for my body, savyng I will that 
Thomas Thwaytes have a leder doblet and a Jaket,and John the yonger 
son on Jaket. Item I bequeth to the pavyng of the way frome the church 
yate to Bonnegate mylne wher as most nede is vj§ vi1j@, The residue of 
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all my goodes not bequest the dettes payd and funerall expenses deduct 
and y® my testament fulfillyd I frely gif unto Edmond Thwaytes my 
-broder, John Thwaytes my son, Wim Jakson, and Robert Gybson, whome 
I make myn executours and M. John Thwaytes my Godson to be my 
supervisor. Thies witnes, Sir John Nelsthorp, Roger Chapman, John 
Grave, with other. Dat’, &c. 

Proved 4th December, 1509. (Reg. Test. Ebor., viii, 24d.) 





WILL OF WILLIAM WAKEFELD, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, vicesimo die mensis Septembris Anno Domini 
Mitimo cccc™? Sexagesimo sexto, Ego WiHmus Wakefeld de Pontefracto, 
compos mentis et sane memorie, de bonis michi a Deo collatis condo 
testamentum meum in hunc modum. In primis lego anmmam meam Deo, 
beate Marie virgini, ac omni Curie celesti, corpusque meum sepeliendum 
infra ecclesiam Omnium Sanctorum dicte ville in capella Sancte Katerine. 
Item lego pro mortuario meo ut moris est. Item lego Gilde Corporis 
Christi vj viij4. Item lego fabrice ecclesie pro sepultura mea vj§ viij4. 
Residuum, vero omnium bonorum meorum superius non legatorum do et 
lego Alicie, uxori mee, ut pro salute anime mee ac sustentacionem filii 
mei et filiarum mearum disponat ut ei melius videbitur expedire, quam 
constituo ordino et facio meam executricem, In cujus rei testimonium 
presentibus sigillum meum apposui. Dat’ die anno et mense supradictis. 

Proved 4th October, 1466. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iv, 226d.) 





WILL oF THOMAS WALDYNG, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, the first day of Apryle in the yere of our Lord 
Godam!dandvij._ I Thomas Waldyng felyng myself febyll of nature and 
also feryng the panys of deth beyng of a hole mynd w' gud remembrance, 
maketh thys my present testament and last Wyll in maner and forme 
ensuynge. Fyrst I bequeith my saule to Almyghty God, our lady Saint 
Mary and to al the holy company in hevyn, my body to be berid in the 
newe chapell of Jhesu within the monastary of Saint John the Evangelyst 
in Pontfret. Also I bequeith in the name of my mortuary my best beist 
and for Thethes forgottyn i1j%. Item to y® hygh awter in my parish church 
of Al halows in Pontfret xx4. Also I bequeyth unto y® Prior and Convent 
of y® monastery of Saint the Evangelist in Pontfret xl’. Item I bequeyth 
to Robt Flynt vs. Item to Leonard & John hys childyr vj$ vuj4. Item 1 
bequeyth unto Sir Henry Polan priest xlvj§ vij4. Also I bequeith unto 
two preists whych shall newly syng thair fyrst messe to be elect at the dis- 
crecion of my executors to syng for the helth of my saule for one yere athyr 
of thame to have for thair wages vij marks of lawful money, and y® one 
of thame to syng in the said chapell of Jhesu and the other of thayme to 
syng at the aulter of Saint Thomas of Canterbery in the parish church of 
Al halows in Pontfret aforesaid. Item I bequeyth unto Roger Butler, 
John Grave, Robt Grave, Roger Mournyng, John Cragges, Thomas 
Acworth, every one of thame xij4. Item I bequeyth unto Robt Gybson 


& John Thwaites xiij%iiij4. Item I bequeyth unto freor prechors in 
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Pontiret vj§ vij. Item 1 bequeyth to the Maister of the Trinite & his 
brethir in Pontfret vj§ viij4. Item I bequeyth to Wyllyam Hogeson & 
his wyff Isabell one tenement w' a garthyn in Ferybrig which lately | 
have purchased of Wim Smyth of Knotyngley,mylner. Item I bequeyth. 
to Wim Wheitle xx4, Item I bequeith to my servants Elysabeth, 
Margaret & Agnes v8. Item I bequeith to John Hogeson and Thomas hys 
sone xxiij® iiij4. Item I bequeyth unto Johannet Hogeson, doghter of 
Wiktm Hogeson xx’. Item I forgyve Witm Grosyer and hys wyff al 
maner of dewtes wich thay awe unto me. Item I forgyve the Vicar of 
Freston vj§ viij4 wych he awth me. Item I bequeith to the Gild of Saint 
Roche in the parish of Pontfret ij8 iij4. Item I forgyve Walter Bub- 
wythe the overpluse y* is over & aboyff the some of viij marks so yt he 
content & pay unto myn executors the same vu] marks withyn the space 
of two yeres next insuyng the date herof, yt is to say, everie quarter of the 
sayd yere xuj*iij4. Item I have maid a Surendre of copyhold land of 
one tenement w'a garthyn apon Monkhill in the holdyng of Agnes Berege 
wt one Acre of medew lyyng wtin Beghall ynges ynto the handes of Robt 
Gybson & John Thwaittes acordyng to y® use & custome of y® lordshipe to 
dispose after thair discrecion forthe helth of my saule. The Residue, &c., 
I frelye gyve and bequeythe unto Margaret my wyff, Robt Gybson, John 
Hogeson and John Thwaittes, whom I ordan & make my executors. 
In witnesse hereof in the presens of Sir John Nelesthorpe, parish preist 
in Pontfret, Syr Robt Nelson, preist, Wim Crosyer, Wim Hogeson, 
Witm Whitle, and John Nelson. To thys my testament & last will I 
setto my seale the day & yere afore wryttyn. . 
Proved 22nd May, 1507. (Reg. Test. Ebor., vi, 226d.) 


WILL OF JOHANNA WARD, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, xvj' die Junii Anno Dni Millesimo quingentesi- 
mo sexto. Ego Johanna Ward de Pontefracto compos mentis & sane 
memorie condo testamentum meum in hunc modum. In primis do & lego 
animam meam Deo Omnipotenti, beate Marie Virgini, et omnibus celi 
civibus, corpusque meum sepeliendum in cimiterio ecclesie parochialis 
Omnium Sanctorum de Pontefracto juxta corpus Henrici1 Ward quondam 
mariti mei. Item lego meum optimum animal nomine mortuarii mei. 
Item lego summo altari in eadem ecclesia pro decimis oblitis xij4. Item 
lego ad distribuendum inter debiles et pauperes x8. Item lego Thome 
Ward, filio meo, unam acram & dimidiam terre arabilis jacentem super 
lez Croslands. Ita quod perimplebit voluntates mearum executricum. 
Item lego Henrico Furuse xxvj§ vij@, Residuum vero omnium bonorum 
meorum non legatorum do & lego Johanne et Elizabeth filiabus meis quas 
[ordino] meas executrices. Insuper ordino Thomam Cooke & Johannem 
Taverner supervisores hujus testamenti mei. Item, volo quod bona mea 
mobilia et immobilia distribuantur & eque dividantur inter predictas 
Johannam & Eliz. executrices meas. Huis testibus, Riéo Rychworth 
juniore, Thoma Huntyngton, Thoma Elleslay, Jofie Sharpe capellano, 
Johe Strother. 

Proyed.21 July, 1506,. (Reg. Test. Ebor.,. vi, 220.) 
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WILL oF ROBERT WARD, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In the name of God Amen, the viij*® day of Decembre in the yere of of 
Lord God mdxx"!, I Robert Warde of Pontefract, of hoole mynd and good 
remembrance, ordineth and maketh this my last Will in forme folowing. 
First I gif and bequeath my saul unto God Almyghty, o7 lady Seynt Mary 
and to al the holye company of hevyn, and my body to be beryed in the 
chirch of Alhalowes of Pontefract and for my mortuary my best beast. 
Also I gif to the hye alter for tithes forgettyn xij4. Also to Jhesu Gilde 
xij4. Also to Corpus Christi Gilde xij4. Also to aither of o lady preists 
xij4, Also J will have one trentall the day of my beryall xs, Also I gif 
to the Freres of Pontefract for my dirige and saull messe vj§ viij4. Also 
I gif to the causey goyng toward Wakefeld ij5, and to Brotherton causey 
xij4. Also I gif to my brother John Ward of Acworth x8, my russet gowne, 
one dublet, a Jacket, a paire hoose and other of my reparell at the sight 
of my executors. Also I gif to Robert Ward my servant x18. Also to 
Agnes Nuwnes xxvj§ vij4?. Also I gif James Ward vj§ vuj@. Also I gif 
to Jenet Ellys vj8 vij*. Also I gif to Robert Ward, son of Roger Ward, a 
browne cowe. Also I gif to John my servant my grene Jacket. Also I 


eee wees 


eee weer 


which iiij!4 hir husband haith of myne in his hand that was Jenet Bekes, 
and if hir husband wil so be content than I will that he pay the said 
iij!! to my executours and take his libertye. Item I gif to my son Roger 
Ward after my decesse to hym and to his heres for ever Al my landes, 
tenements and rentes in the towne and feld of Carleton. Also I will and 
charge the forsaid Roger and his heres for ever shall make or cause to be 
maid yerely an obit the 1ij)*® day of March in the parishe church of Ponte- 
fract to the yerely valour of v§, the vicar if he be present to have vuj4, the 
parish preist vj4, and every preist beyng in the said church and the Chap- 
pell of Seynt Jellys 111)4, the Resydewe to be dyvyded to poore people, this 
to be downe as they wil make answer at the day of dome. Also I gif to 
the said Roger my Reid gowne. Also I gif to the chirch of Acworth a cotage 
for ever lyeng in the said towne and to the kirke maisters of the same to 
make or cause to be maid yerely a obit for my father saul and myne and 
al other my frendes soulles, the viijt® day of Marce, the parson if he be 
present to have viij4, the parishe prest vj4, and every preist belongyng to 
the said chirch iiij4, and the Resydew to poore people at the seight of the 
kirke maisters for tyme beyng. Also I gif to Thomas Ward my son a 
punched pece of sylver, the grett pott withe bere feitte, my Cownttour, the 
gret yrne chymney in the haule withe briges therto belongyng, and my 
best violet gowne. Also I will that my wif shalbe at hir fre libertye 
whether she will take xxti markes of my goodes or she will stand to hir 
thirds and to be executrix wt my childer, besyd that I wil that she have 
such goodes as she browght w! hir which is unspent. The Residew of 
my goodes, my dettes paid, and my Will performed, I gif to my wif, my 
son Roger, and Thomas, howme I make my executours of this my last 
will, and Supervisors of the same to se it trulye downe Cutberth Cootes, 
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preist, and he to have for his labour viij§ iiij4. William Purser, Diones 
Austwyk, and ather of them to have for ther labour vj§ viij4 and ther 
resonable costes. Witnes herof, William Purso’, Dionise Austwyke, John 
Bray, with other. | 

Probate granted 4th September, 1521, to Roger the son and executor, 
but the relict and Thomas the son, also executors, renouncing. (Reg. 
Pest. Ebor., ix; 171d.) 


ADMINISTRATION OF HENRY AND ALICE WARDE, OF PONTEFRACT. 





Item xxiij® die mensis Novembris Anno Dni Mitimo cccc™® nona- 
gesimo octavo Commissa fuit Administracio omnium bonorum que fuerunt 
Henrici Warde de Pontefracto & Alicie, uxoris sue de eadem nuper de- 
funct’ Roberto Warde de eadem, Administratori in bonis ejusdem defunct’. 
Auctoritate ordinare deputato in forma juris jurato. (Reg. Test. Ebor., 


Hi, 332.) 





ADMINISTRATION OF JOHN WARTIR, OF PONTEFRACT. 


Item, vicesimo primo die mensis Novembris Anno Domini Mitimo 
cccc™° septuagesimo primo commissa fuit Administracio omnium bonorum 
que fuerunt Johannis Wartir nuper de Pontefracto ab intestato defuncti 
Alicie More, matri et Administratrici in bonis ejusdem auctoritate ordin- 
aria deputate jurate in forma juris. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iv, 88.) 


ADMINISTRATION OF NICHOLAS WENTWORTH, OF PONTEFRACT. 


Item xiij™° die mensis Januarii Anno Dni Mimo cccc™ 1xx™° primo 
Commissa fuit Administracio omnium bonorum que fuerunt Nichi Went- 
worth, nuper de Pontefracto, ab intestato, defuncti, Elisabet, relicte et 
Administratrici in bonis ejusdem auctoritate ordinaria deputate jurate 
&c. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iv, 170d.) 


WILL OF MATILDA WHITE, OF PONTEFRACT. 





In Dei nomine Amen, xilij® die mensis Februari Anno Domini 
m°cccc™xxxvij™, Ego Matilda White de Pontefracto, relicta Wilh © 
White, in pura viduetate mea condo & ordino testamentum meum in hunc 
modum. In primis lego animam meam Deo omnipotenti & omnibus sanc- 
tis ejus, & corpus meum, ad sepeliendum in ecclesia Omnium Sanctorum 
Pontisfracti. Item lego nomine mortuarii mei vaccam meam. Item lego 
xij lib. cere ad comburendum circa corpus meum die sepulture mee. Item 
Et fabrice ecclesie 1j§ ij4, Et servicio beate Marie in eadem ecclesia 
j§ 1ij4, Et Gilde Corporis Christi in eadem ij§ iij4. Et Fratribus 
Predicatoribus in eadem quarter’ brasii ordeacii & quarter’ brasii mixti. 
Item lego Domino Wikmo Forester vij marcas ad celebrandum pro anima- 
bus patris & matris mariti & mei. Item lego Margarete, filie sororis mee, 
xiij® iiij4, Item Emme Hare xij4, Item Thome famulo meo, ij§. Et 
Domui Trinitatis x8, Et pauperibus in eadem iij§ iiij4. Residuum, vero 
omnium bonorum meorum superius non legatorum do & lego Johanni 
White, capellano, et Johanni filio meo, ut ipsi ordinent & disponant pro 
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salute anime mee & pro filiis meis prout illius (sic) melius videbitur 
expedire, quos ordino & constituo meos executores ut ipsi Deum pre oculis 
habentes presens testamentum meum exequantur & fideliter compleant 
cum effectu. In cujus rei testimonium presentibus sigillum meum apposui. 
Hus testibus, Witlo Forester, capellano, Robto Benett, capellano, Joh. 
Brangwyn, Wito Goldsmyth, Johanne Chapman & aliis. Dat’ apud 
Pontemfractum die & Anno Dhi supradictis. 
Proved 8th March, 1437. (Reg. Test. Ebor., i, 512d.) 





WiLt oF WILLIAM WHITE, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. In festo Natalis Domini Anno Dni Mitimo 
cccc™® tricesimo quinto, WiHms White de Pontefracto, compos mentis & 
sane memorie eger tamen in corpore testamentum suum nuncupativum 
condidit in his verbis. In primis legavit animam suam Deo omnipotenti 
beate Marie & omnibus sanctis, corpusque suum ad sepeliendum in ec- 
clesia Omnium Sanctorum Pontisfracti. Item legavit nomine mortuarii sui 
optimum suum, equum, cum sella freno glodio (sc) pelta ocreis calcaribus 
& collobio. Item legavit servicio beate Marie in ecclesia predicta xx4, 
Item legavit Gilde Corporis Christi xx4. Et omnia alia bona sua dedit 
& legavit Matildi uxori sue ad solvendum debita sua & ad faciendum inde 
prout jus & lex patrie exigunt & sibi pro salute anime sue melius videbitur 
expedire. Et vult quod prefata Matildis, uxor sua vice & nomine suis 
administret in bonis Johannis Saxton, patris sui defuncti cujus fuerat 
Executor una cum aliis Coexecutoribus suis. Hujus autem testamenti 
sul predictam Matildem uxorem suam fecit et ordinavit Executricem. 
Huis testibus, Johanne Sadelworth, capellano, Roberto White de Ponte- 
fracto, WiHmo Haryngton & aliis. 

Proved 17th January, 1435(6). (Reg. Test. Ebor., ii, 442.) 





ADMINISTRATION OF JOHN WILSON, OF PONTEFRACT. 


Item, vicesimo primo die mensis Januari Anno Domini Mithmo 
cccc™9 Septuagesimo primo Commissa fuit Administracio omnium bonor- 
um que fuerunt Johannis Wilson nuper de Pontefracto ab intestato de- 
functi Witmo Wilson de Kellyngton auctoritate ordinaria deputato jurato 
in forma juris. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iv, 171d.) 


WILL OF THOMAS WROTE, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen, Secundo die mensis Octobris Anno Dni m®cccc™? 
xxxv1j® Ego Thomas Wrote de Pontefracto, pannarius, compos mentis 
& sane memorie egritudine tamen preacuta corpore gravatus condo testa- 
mentum meum in hunc modum. In primis lego animam meam Deo 
Omnipotenti, beate Marie ejus genitrici, & omnibus celi civibus, corpusque 
meum, sepeliendum infra ecclesiam parochialem Omnium Sanctorum 
Pontisfracti. Item lego nomine mortuarii mei meum optimum equum 
cum, sella freno & ceteris ornamentis requisitis unacum meo collobio, 
ocreis, calcaribus quibus solitus sum uti in equitando. Item lego vjfb 
cere comburendas circa corpus meum in die sepulture mee & die octavo 
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in obitu meo. Item lego utrique Capellano parochiali pro exequiis meis 
vj4, Et cuilibet alii Capellano ad exequias meas ministranti 1ij4. Item 
cuilibet Clerico parochiali ij4. Item lego summo altari ecclesie predicte 
xij4, Item Fabrice ejusdem ecclesie pro sepultura mea vj§ vuj4. Item 
lego servicio beate Marie ejusdem ecclesie pro salute anime mee & Alicie 
uxoris mee I zonam sericam rubri coloris que constabat predicte Alicie 
uxori mee. Item lego servicio beate Marie infra capellam Sci Egidu 
Abbatis ville predicte xij4. Item lego Gilde Corporis Christi 48 44. Item 
lego Johanni, fratri meo seniori unam togam coloris vocati mustardevilers 
penulatam. Item lego Johanni, fratri meo juniori, j togam penulatam 
& j archum cum fassiculo sagittarum. Item lego facture pavimenti juxta 
latus Parci Pontisfracti xij. Item lego Thome, filio meo, } optimam togam 
& optimum capucium cum j sica deargentata. Item lego Percivello (sic), 
filio meo, optimum meum cingulum argenteum. Item lego Thome Stake 
} togam de Kendale. Item lego Robto Beche } togam blodiam coloris 
mixti cum j capucio. Item lego fabrice ecclesie S€i Petri Ebor. xij@, 
Residuum, &c., do & lego Alicie uxori mee & Cristine Halidey, socrui mee, 
quas ordino & constituo meas executrices ut ipse predictum bonorum 
meorum residuum ita ordinent & disponant pro salute anime mee prout 
eis melius viderint & ut racionem reddant coram summo Judice. In cujus 
rei testimonium, &c. Hiis testibus, WiHo del. Hall, Wimo Shawe, Robto 
Beche & alis. Dat’ apud Pontemfractum die & anno supradictis. 
Proved 11th October, 1438. (Reg. Test. Ebor., 11, 549.) 





WILL OF THOMAS WILKINSON, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. Sexto die mensis Julu Anno Dni Mithmo 
eccc™®]xxi1j®, Ego Thomas Wylkynson de Pontefracto, compos mentis 
& sane memorie existens eger tamen in corpore, horam, mortis videns michi 
imminere condo testamentum meum in hunc modum. In primis com- 
mendo animam meam, omnipotenti Deo, beate Marie virgini & omnibus 
sanctis, corpusque meum sepeliendum in Cimiterio ecclesie parochialis 
Omnium, Sanctorum Pontisfracti. Item lego nomine mortuarii mei meum 
optimum averium. Item lego summo altari pro decimis & oblacionibus 
meis oblitis xx, Item lego fabrice dicte ecclesie i1j8 1ij4. Item lego 
servicio beate Marie in eadem ecclesia unam acram terre jacentem in le 
Longdaile. Item lego Gilde Corporis Christi unam acram terre jacentem in 
le Longdaile quequidem due acre terre ducunt versus le Greve. Item lego 
Johanne Balne, servienti mee, pro suo bono servicio michi tempore in- 
firmitatis mee exhibito & impenso vj§ viij4, Item volo concedo & ordino 
quod Robertus Wylkynson, fillus meus, post decessum meum & Johanne 
uxoris mee habeat & teneat sibi heredibus & assignatis suis imperpetuum 
tenementum meum in le Bailze in quo nunc habito unacum frunitorio meo 
ac omnibus vasis in eodem inventis cum aliis instrumentis ad artem meam 
pertinentibus. Item volo quod octo acre terre quas Ricus Heke gener 
meus injuste petit & vendicat in maritagium ut asserit cum Isabella 
filia mea quam de facto duxit in uxorem post decessum meum & Johanne 
uxoris mee per feoffatos meos dentur concedantur & relaxentur Roberto 
filio meo predicto heredibus & assignatis suis sub condicione quod predictus 


/ 
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Robertus per supervisum executorum meorum inveniat capellanum pro 
animabus nostris missas & alia divina per unum annum integrum in ec- 
clesia mea parochiali celebraturum. Residuum, &c., do & lego Johanne 
uxori mee, Johanni Wylkynson filio meo capellano, & Johanni Austwyk 
& eosdem ordino facio & constituo presentis testamenti mei sive ultime 
voluntatis mee executores ut ipsi dictum residuum prout eis melius vide- 
bitur expedire pro salute anime mee disponant et ordinent. In cujus 
rei testimonium, &c. Testibus, Waltero Bubwith, Thoma Watkynson 
& aliis. Dat’ apud Pontemfractum die & anno Domini supradictis. 

Probate granted 24th May, 1474, to the Executors, but Johanna the 
relict having died before proof. (Reg. Test. Ebor., iv, 3.) 





PRoBATE AcT OF SIR JOHN WYLES, OF PONTEFRACT, CHAPLAIN. 


Item, Secundo die mensis Aprilis Anno Domini Mitimo Quadringen- 
tesimo Sexagesimo secundo Probatum fuit testamentum Domini Johannis 
Wyles nuper de Pontefracto capellani defuncti Nicfio Grene, executori 
in eodem testamento nominato. Et quia hujusmodi bona reperta sunt 


modica et exilia Ideo ab ulteriori compoto dimissa extitit graciose. (Reg. 
Test. Ebor., ii, 466.) 





ADMINISTRATION OF THOMAS WYNTWORTH, OF PONTEFRACT. 


Item Vicesimo septimo die mensis Augusti Anno Domini m®cccclxj° 
commissa fuit Administracio omnium bonorum Thome Wyntworth nuper 
de Pontefracto ab intestato defuncti Margarete relicte ejusdem Adminis- 


tratrici in bonis ejusdem auctoritate ordinaria deputate. (Reg. Test. 
Ebor., 11, 450d.) 





WILL OF JOHN YONGE, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. Anno Domini Milimo cccc™® trigesimo v' 
mense Marcii die vicesimo quarto, Johannes Yonge de Pontefracto senior 
condidit testamentum suum nuncupativum in hunc modum. In primis 
legavit animam suam Deo Omnipotenti, corpusque suum sepeliendum 
infra ecclesiam parochialem Omnium Sanctorum Pontisfracti predicti. 
Item legavit fabrice ecclesie Cathedralis beati Petri Ebor. xij4. Item 
legavit summo altari infra ecclesiam Omnium Sanctorum predict’ xij4, 
Item legavit servicio beate Marie in ecclesia parochiali predicta xij4. Item 
legavit Gilde Corporis Christi infra ecclesiam predictam xij4. Item 
legavit summo altari in capella SG Egidii infra villam Pontisfracti 
predicti xij4. Item legavit pro uno trentali si facultates bonorum suorum 
ad tantum se extendant debitis persolutis v8. Item legavit Mariorie 
uxorl sue duo coclearia argentea, unam ollam eneam, unam patellam, 
& pelvem cum lavacro. Item legavit Alicie, filie Laurencii Ayredale 
} pelvem cum lavacro, Residuum vero omnium bonorum suorum superius 
non legatorum dedit & legavit Dfio Thome Yonge, capellano, fratri suo, 
& Johanni Gyseley juniori, ut ipsi inde ordinent & disponant pro salute 
anime sue secundum quod eis melius videbitur expedire, quos fecit & 
constituit suos Executores, tunc ibidem, Hiis testibus, Robto Smythson 
de Altoftes, Thoma Johnkynson de Normanton & Jofine Dyconson de 
Altoftes &-aliis. Dat’ die & anno Domini supradictis. 

Proved 3oth June, 1436. (Reg. Test, Ebor., iii, 458.) 
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WILL OF JOHN YORK, OF PONTEFRACT. 


In Dei nomine Amen. Octavo die mensis Augusti Anno Dni Miltio 
eccc™° Octogesimo secundo. Ego Johannes York de Pontefracto, compos 
mentis saneque memorie eger tamen corpore, condo testamentum meum 
in hunc modum. In primis lego & commendo animam meam omnipotenti 
Deo, beate Marie ejus gloriose genitrici, totique curie celesti, Et corpus 
meum sepeliendum in cimiterio ecclesie parochialis Omnium Sanctorum 
Pontisfracti. Item lego nomine mortuaril mei optimum meum bovem. 
Item lego summo altari ecclesie predicte pro decimis & oblacionibus meis 
omissis & oblitis x1j4. Item lego servicio beate Marie in eadem ecclesia 
vj4. Item lego Gilde Corporis Christi in eadem ecclesia vj4. Item lego 
Fratribus Predicatoribus ville Pontisfracti xij4. Item lego fabrice dicte 
ecclesie mee parochialis xij. Item Fratribus Minoribus de Doncastre 
x1j}4, Item domui Sancti Roberti juxta Knaresburgh xij? Item lego 
Johanne Beldbe 1j8 1nj4. Item Roberto Beldbe unum quarterium ordii. 
Item lego Wito Tailyour & Ricardo Punderson omnia instrumenta mea 
arti mee in opella mea pertinencia inter se dividenda. Item lego Johanni 
Lufday, servienti meo, unam, togam viridem. Item lego Agneti, servienti 
mee, unam togam de murray. Item lego Johanne uxori mee unum tene- 
mentum meum in quo inhabito & aliud tenementum in quo Thomas 
Herryson inhabitat ad totum terminum vite sue cum tercia parte bonorum 
meorum ubicunque invencium. Item volo quod predictum tenementum 
in quo inhabito post decessum Johanne uxoris mee remaneat Johanni 
York, filio meo, capellano. Item volo quod tenementum in quo Thomas 
Herryson in habitat post mortem dicte Johanne uxoris mee remaneat 
predicto Thome Herryson & Johanne, uxori sue, & heredibus de corporibus 
eorum legitime procreatis vel procreandis. Et si contingat predictum 
Thomam Herryson & Johannam uxorem suam, obire sine herede de eorum, 
corporibus legitime procreato quod absit tunc volo quod predictum tene- 
mentum remaneat Johanne Beldbe predicte & assignatis suis. Item lego 
predicto Thome Herryson & Johanne uxori sue duas acras jacentes apud 
Nuttingwell. Item lego Thome Rawson, capellano, pro suo labore in 
executione presentis testamenti mei xx§. Item lego Johanni Sharp pro 
labore suo vj§ viij4. Item lego Wilmo Wynke, capellano, vj§ viij4. 
Residuum vero bonorum meorum superius non legatorum do & lego 
Johanni York, capellano, filio meo, & Thome Rawson, capellano, quos 
ordino, facio, & constituo meos executores ut ipsi disponant bona mea 
predicta pro salute anime mee ac omnium benefactorum meorum optimo 
modo quo sciverint. In cujus rei, &c. Hus testibus, Riéo Bosewell, 
Johanne Sharp & Thoma Herryson. Dat’ die & anno Dni supradictis. 

Proved 20th Sept., 1482. (Reg. Test. Ebor., v, 73.) 





PRoBATE Act oF JOHN YORK, SENR., OF PONTEFRACT, BARKER. 
Memorandum quod xvij® die mensis Juli Anno Dni M° ccc™° nonagesimo 
tercio Probatum fuit testamentum Johannis York, Barker, senioris, de 
Pontefracto, & commissa fuit Administracio WiHo York, fratri dicti de- 
functi, & Roberto Whitby de Pontefracto executoribus in eodem testa- 
mento nominatis, (Reg. Test. Ebor.,i, 55.) 
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Potes on the Early Wedtaree of the 
Copley Family. 


BY SWrel ae eb AMIUON Dok: 


SECTION I: INTRODUCTORY. 


The earlier portion of the printed pedigrees of the Copleys 
consists of the usual tissue of absurdities and fabrications. Adam 
Copley, we are gravely told, was killed at the Siege of York in 1070, 
a favourite beginning with the Elizabethan pedigree-mongers. 
Thence follows a long string of descendants, each with a wife bearing 
the name of some local manor; most of these are not merely in- 
capable of proof, but are absolute inventions, creatures of imagina- 
tion. When we get to the 13th century portion it is quite possible 
that some of the names represent actual persons, and in the r4th 
century portion this is certainly the case, but they are strung to- 
gether without any sort of regard for accuracy, and facts and fictions 
are largely intermingled. 

These flights of fancy need not detain us; the curious may find 
them in Foster’s Yorkshire Pedigrees, and Sheard’s History of Batley, 
both of which appear to be founded on the pedigree in Ducatus 
Leodiensis, or perhaps all three are derived from Hopkinson’s 
Pedigrees. 

Both Whitaker and Sheard accept the absurd story that Robert 
Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln, (died 1253), was by birth a Copley. 
None of the Visitations touch this early pedigree, and the late Mr. 
J. W. Clay, F.S.A., in his new edition of Dugdale, was content to 
begin with Richard Copley of Batley, who died in 1434. 

The following notes, so far as the Batley branch is concerned, 
deal only with the early pedigree down to this Richard. 

The main difficulty, which occurs in most families not holding : 
in chief, and where consequently there are no inquisitions ost! 
mortem to give the age of an heir, is to find any evidence from which | 
to deduce the approximate date of birth of each or any generation. . 
In the case of the Copleys I have not found any statement as to the 
age of any of them, nor any settlement which appears to have been: 
made shortly before or after any marriage; one case of infancy, 
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helps a little, but gives a possible variation of 20 years. The 
nearest approach to such a checking date seems to be in a settle- 
ment in 1402-3 (see below), when Henry Saville, who married Ellen, 
daughter and heir of Thomas Copley of Copley, mentions three sons, 
John, William and Thomas, but does not mention a fourth son, 
Nicholas; the inference, of course, being that Nicholas was not 
then born, and that the other sons were consequently quite young. 
I have adopted this theory as approximately correct, and I find 
it fits in fairly well with the other evidence. 

One of the peculiarities of this family is their concurrent use 
of three surnames, Copley, Batley, and Oxenhope. Whitaker, in 
his chapter on Batley (Loidis, p. 236), after stating that there is 
no evidence to prove at what period the manor was granted out 
by the Lacies, continues: ‘‘ The only family, however, who appear 
to have enjoyed it, though it has passed by an heir female into the 
family of the Earl of Wilton, still continue to enjoy it by hereditary 
descent; and they are remarkable for having borne, not successively, 
but at the same time, according to their occasional changes of abode, 
the surname de Batteley, de Copley, and de Oxenhope.” 

This should be sufficient for one family, but we find an addition 
to our difficulties in this respect, for the late Richard Holmes iden- 
tifies a William de Copley as a Busli or Bulli, and a stray note of 
Dodsworth’s tells us that Hugh de Copley was the son of Thomas 
Talvace! I deal with this second point later, but I must say a 
word about Mr. Holmes’s theory here. All West Riding antiquaries 
are indebted to him for his careful transcript of the Pontefract 
Chartulary, but there are few who have had occasion to use that book 
who have not been puzzled by some of his extraordinary identifica- 
tions. In the present case his sole evidence consists of two charters, 
in one of which a William de Bulli or Busli occurs as a witness, 
while in the other a William de Copley occurs in the same relative 
position (Yorks. Record Series, vol. 25, p. 129). On the strength 
of this solitary piece of evidence, if evidence it can be called, we are 
told that William de Bulli and William de Copley were the same 
person, and that “‘ the Copley family were really de Buslis’”’ (ibid., 
p. 194, n. 3). I confess that I cannot follow the argument. 

The only other early instance I have found of the possible use 
of Copley as a surname is in the following charter: 

Undated.—Grant by Sir Henry, Prior of Pontefract, to Walter 
son of Hugh de Coppelei, of a bovate of land in Scalebroc [Skelbrook], 
at a yearly rent of 12s. Witnesses, Adam son of Peter de Birkin, 
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Robert Walensis, Humphrey de Vili, and others (Yorks. Record 
Series, vol. 39, p. 152, Col. Gascoigne’s MSS.). A note states that 
Prior Henry occurs in a Fine in 1219, but Col. Parker’s recently 
published volume of Fines shows that this is an error, and that the 
Prior’s name was Walter (Record Series, vol. 62, p. 11); I cannot 
find that there ever was a Prior Henry at Pontefract. The other 
witnesses are all of the early part of the 13th century; Adam son 
of Peter de Birkin is said to have died in 1207 (Thoresby Soc., vol. 9, 
p. 49). I can only conclude that the words de Coppeler denote 
merely the grantee’s place of residence, and that he should be 
described as Walter son of Hugh of Copley, or else that the charter 
is spurious. 

This multiplicity of names raises a serious difficulty in dealing 
with the early pedigree of the family. Did the various members of 
it all use all the names, or only one, and if so which one? Apart 
from Dodsworth’s note, I find clear evidence of varied surname in 
two cases only. Adam de Oxenhope, lord of Batley, the founder 
of the chantry at Batley, is called Adam de Batley in the royal 
licence in mortmain and other official documents, and he occasionally 
uses the name of Batley himself; I doubt if he ever called himself 
Copley. On the other hand his nephew and heir, Adam, invariably 
calls himself Copley, and is only called Batley on one or two occa- 
sions when he is mentioned not personally but in connection with 
his sons; he is never called Oxenhope. 

It is a most unfortunate circumstance that Kirkby’s Inquest 
does not contain any detailed survey of the wapentake of Agbrigg 
and Morley, and we are consequently unable to say who was the 
lord of either Batley, Copley or Oxenhope in 1284-5. It is thus 
impossible to say whom Adam de Oxenhope succeeded as lord of 
Batley, and what surname he used. It is true that Whitaker states 
(as quoted above) that there was only one family who ever “ en- 
joyed ’’ Batley; this may be correct, but the mere statement does 
not prove it. On the other hand, the old pedigrees give marriages 
of the Copleys to a daughter of Adam Batley and a daughter and 
heiress of .. . “‘ Oxnope,” obviously to account for the possession 
of those properties by the Copleys. This again may be true, but I 
have found no evidence of it. 

Mr. Sheard, in his Records of the Parish of Batley, makes some un- 
supported and contradictory statements. He says (p. 1): “ By 
him [Ilbert de Laci] it [Batley] was granted to the de Batleys, and 
afterwards it passed (by marriage) to the Copleys, one of whom is 
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said to have assisted the King | William the Conqueror] in suppressing 
the rebellion, and to that may be attributed the healthy condition 
of the parish, as compared with the adjoining parishes.”’ This 1s 
an ingenious, but quite unwarranted, gloss on the statement of 
the Elizabethan pedigrees that Adam Copley “ was slain at the siege 
of York, in the time of William the Conqueror.” Mr. Sheard goes 
on (p. 4) to say that “ the Copley family was settled at Batley Hall 
in the 12th century, and were lords of the manor, which comprised 
the whole township.” Finally we get the statement (p. 6) that 
‘“ the earlier reference to the manor of Batley and the Copley family 
I have met with, are in the Knights’ Fees [1303] and in deeds de- 
posited in the muniment room at Heaton Park, Manchester, and the 
following are translations of the oldest and most interesting.”’ 
The earliest dated deed cited is in 1381. 

Putting aside the Talvases for the moment, what are we to make 
_ of the Batleys, Copleys and Oxenhopes prior to Adam, the founder 
of the chantry ? Are we dealing with three families, two, or only 
one? It is not an easy question to answer. I have come to the 
conclusion that there were three distinct families, and that the early 
pedigrees are probably right in stating that the manor of Batley 
and the Oxenhope property came to the Copleys by marriage. 

There was an Elias de Oxenhope who occurs fairly often in the 
second quarter of the 13th century, as a juror, witness, and so on. 
He was a juror in 1246, at an inquisition relating to lands in Horton 
and Clayton, near Bradford (Yorks. Record Series, vol. 12, p. 5), 
in which parish Oxenhope is situated. An undated charter of about 
1234 to 1249, by Maurice, Abbat of Kirkstall, relating to land in 
Bowling, was witnessed by Helias de Hoxehope, Jordan Br@ford 
[? Bradford], his brother, and Adam, his son (Kirkstall Coucher, 
Thoresby Soc., p. 177). It is not clear whether Adam was the son 
of Elias or Jordan, but it is significant to find the name of Adam 
in the Oxenhope family. 

Undated.—Elias de Hoxenhope witnessed a deed of Jursella, 
widow of Roger Scot, relating to lands in Leventhorpe, near Brad- 
ford (Yorks. Record Series, vol. 39, p. 106, Broughton Hall MSS.). 

Undated.—Grant by Hugh son of William de Broddecroft, to 
John de Tornhil, of the land of Byrschoh, .... with all liberties 
_ within and without the bounds of Horton [par. Bradford]; 
Witnesses, Sir Walter de Ludeham, Steward of Pontefract, Thomas 
de Horbiry, John de Sothill, Roger de Thornton, Elyas de Oxen- 
hope, and others (Yorks. Record Series, vol. 50, p. 55, Lord Savile’s 
MSS.). 
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We are thus without any positive evidence as to the descent 
of the Batley property during the greater part of the 13th century. 
It seems probable that it came to the Copleys through the marriage 
of an heiress, who may well have been the daughter of Adam de 
Batley, as stated in the old pedigrees. If that be so, Adam (de 
Copley), the founder of the chantry, was doubtless christened after 
his maternal grandfather, whose property he inherited. 

The Oxenhope property is more difficult, and it may well be that 
the heiress of this estate married a Batley, perhaps Adam, and 
that both Oxenhope and Batley came to the Copleys through the 
same Batley heiress. 

There are other persons of a later date bearing the name of 
de Batley, who may be collaterals. Several will be found in the 
Wakefield Court Rolls. 

See also Record Series, vol. 39, p. 115; vol. 50, p. oz. 

The two charters noted by Dodsworth (see below) contain posi- 
tive statements that Hugh de Copley was the son of Thomas Talvas; 
the names of the witnesses are given in each case, and they can be 
identified for the most part as belonging to well-known families in 
the neighbourhood of Halifax. I see no reason for rejecting this 
evidence, which is corroborated by independent documents, and I 
therefore deal first with the Talvas family. 


SECTION II. THE TALVASES. 


The name of Talvas is certainly French. Godefroi gives talevas 
as meaning a kind of shield, sorte de boucler, and talevassier as soldat 
armé du boucler appelé talevas. A second meaning to falevassier is 
habler, which is given by Cotgrave as “a talkative person, a man 
full of words.”’ 

A family of the same name is found in Suffolk: Michael, 1199 
(Rot. Cur. Reg., vol. 1, p. 241); Nicholas, 1198 and 1200 (tbid., 
vol. I, p. 195; vol. 2, p. 269); John, 1277 (Close Roll); Thomas, 
1301 (ditto), 1314 (ditto); Joan widow of Thomas, and Robert his 
kinsman and heir, 1316 (ditto); Robert, 1322-3 and 1339 (Patent 
Roll). 

Besides those in Sowerbyshire, with whom we are more im- 
mediately concerned, there were Talvases in Thirsk and the neigh- 
bourhood. Nicholas Talvaz witnessed a charter of land in Mel- 
morby (near Thirsk) in 1255 (Fountains Chartulary, ed. Lancaster, 
vol. 2, p. 504), and an undated charter relating to Thirsk (Y.A.J., 
vol. 13, p. 58); he had protection for two years in 1260 (Patent Roll). 
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Wilham Talevaz witnessed a charter of land at South Kilvington 
in 1312 (Y.A.J., vol. 12, p. 291). Joan widow of Nicholas Talvaz 
had dower at Bagby, near Thirsk, in 1279 (Assize Roll 1055, m. 73). 
William Talevas of Thirsk complained that he had been disseised 
of a messuage and lands at Newsome, near Thirsk, in 1286-7 (Assize 
Roll 1080, m. 11d.) 

The Sowerbyshire branch of the family had property at Skircoat, 
Copley, Fixby, Elland, Lindley and Rishworth. 

All that we know of the earlier generations is derived from 
Mr. Lancaster’s excellent edition of the Fountains Abbey Chartulary. 

Most of the places they were connected with are either in the 
parish of Halifax or the immediate neighbourhood, and from this 
and the fact that the Earl of Warenne’s steward attested several 
of their charters, we may infer that the Talvases were retainers of the 
Earl. On this point, see below, John, 2.A. 

Ivo TatvaceE, 1.A., is the earliest I can trace; from subsequent 
dates I conclude that he was born somewhere about 1130 to 1140. 

Several grants to him are recorded in the Fountains Chartulary, 
apparently of lands subsequently given to the Abbey by his son 
John, and confirmed by Ivo himself. Unfortunately none of these 
early deeds are dated. They include a grant by Thomas son of 
William de Horbury of land in Wormall and commons, etc., in Rish- 
worth, witnessed by William de Livet, Steward [of the Earl of 
Warenne], William Talevace and Thomas his brother, possibly 
nephews of Ivo (vol. 1, p. 134); a grant by Robert son of Swain de 
Fixby of a bovate of land there, witnessed by Richard de Eland and 
his six sons, John Talevaz, John, William and Thomas, his sons, 
Helyas Talevaz, Robert and Henry, his brothers (vol. I, p. 133); 
another grant from the same of essarts belonging to the same bovate, 
witnesses much the same as the last (vol. I, p. 133); a release by 
the same of 12d. of service due in respect of land in Fixby, witnessed 
by Matthew de Shepley, then Bailiff of the Earl (vol. 1, p. 134); a 
grant to the Abbey by Hugh de Elland of all land there which Ivo 
Talevaz held of him (vol. I, p. 137); a release by Ivo Talevaz to 
John the Clerk, his son, of all lands which he had acquired in Fixby, 
Elland and Rishworth, witnessed by John de Plays, the Earl's 
Steward (vol. 1, p. 134); and finally a confirmation to the Abbey 
by Ivo Talevaz of all rents and lands given by his son John, wit- 
nessed by Adam de Mirfield, Thomas and Ralph de Horbury, John 
de Heaton and Henry de Dighton (vol. 1, p. 138). 

William de Livet occurs in an Assize Roll of 1203-4 (Record 
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Series, vol. 44, p. 4). There was at least one later Ivo Talvas, 
and it is therefore quite likely that these deeds do not all relate to 
the same person. 

Joun TaLvace, 2.A., son of Ivo, 1.A., occurs as John the Clerk, 
John son of Ivo Talvace, John son of Ivo de Fixby, and John de 
Fixby; he was probably born about 1155 to 1165. Dugdale describes 
him as lord of the fourth part of Skircoat and rector of the church 
of Halifax. 

Mr. John Lister of Shibden gives an interesting account of this 
John in a paper on Halifax Parish Church (Halifax Antiquarian Soc., 
vol. 2, p. 159), in which he suggests that John was probably a brother- 
in-law of William de Warenne, 3rd Earl of Surrey. I think Mr. 
Lister’s suggestion cannot be accepted, since the father of the 
Countess was named William, while John’s father was clearly Ivo. 
Moreover the dates will not fit. The Earl married Ela daughter of 
William, called Talvas, Count of Alencon and Ponthieu (Complete 
Peerage), and as the marriage took place before 1143, the date fits 
better on the assumption that John the Rector may have been a 
nephew of the Countess, rather than a brother. This is likely 
enough, and the alteration in no way detracts from Mr. Lister’s 
argument that the Talvas family was nearly connected with the 
Warennes. 

Mr. Lister further identifies the Rector with the John Talvas 
who was Treasurer of York Cathedral from 1154, or a little earlier, 
until 1163, when he was appointed Bishop of Poictiers; in 1181 he 
was appointed Archbishop of Lyons; soon after 1193 he resigned, 
and retired to the monastery of Clairvaux. Here again the date 
seems to show that John the Rector more probably belongs to a 
later generation, and I suggest that the Archbishop and Ivo, John’s 
father, may have been brothers. All this is, of course, merely 
conjectural. 

Parochial clergy in England were often married men. The 
fact is strenuously denied now-a-days by the advocates of a celibate 
clergy, but it is a fact, notwithstanding, and those who deny it 
deliberately evade and ignore evidence of undoubted authority 
proving it (see Archbp. Gray’s Register, Surtees Soc., vol. 56, pp. 
XXVil, 140, 153; Wilkins, Concilia, vol. 2, p. 60; etc.). 

Undated.—John Talvas gave to Thomas his son the fourth 
part of the vill of Skircote and the demesne lands of Copley. Wit- 
nesses, Jordan son of Askolf de Thornhill, Hugh de Eland, John 
son of Robert de Crombwelbothom, knights, John son of Fergus 
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de Stansfeld, and Andrew de Langfeld. Seal, 4 arrow heads with 
a posy, 7.e. a legend (Dodsworth MS. 117, fo. 159d.).. Jordan son 
of Essulf of Thornhill died in 1194 or I195. 

JORDAN TALVAS, 3.A., is stated in Dodsworth’s pedigree to have 
been the second son of John the Rector of Halifax, 2.A., but appar- 
ently was the eldest son. He witnessed several charters of John 
son of Ivo, his alleged father, and others (Fountains Chartulary, 
1, 134, 135, 136). He was probably born about 1180. 

Undated; about 1220-30.—Jordan son of John Talvas gave to 
Hugh de Copley, son of Thomas Talvace his brother, 16 acres in 
Skircote woods and 5 acres in Mereclogh-bothom, and the fourth 
part of the mill, etc. Witnesses, Peter de Alta ripa, Robert de 
Flaynesburgh, John de Thornhill, Henry de Hipperum, Hugh de 
Rastric, Michael Talvas, Richard de Stansfeld, William de Cownale 
(Dodsworth MS. 117, fo. 159d.; Harley MS. 805, fo. 207). 

1233, Michaelmas.—Isabel de Aquila sued a large number of 
persons for lands in Langfield, Norland, Warley, and elsewhere. 
Amongst these claims were, 12 ac. in Skilecote (sic, Skircote) from 
Jordan Talevac, 12 ac. there from Michael Talevaz (sic), and 10 ac. 
there from Hugh de Coppelay, who was under age. The claims 
were in respect of leases alleged to have been made by either Robert 
de Lascy, her first husband, or Gilbert de Aquilia (sic), her late 
husband (Curia Regis 113, m. 9). 

1234, Oct. 15.—Mandate to the Justices who shall next be itine- 
rant in Yorkshire that they shall respite until 15 Martinmas follow- 
ing, the loguela summoned before them between Isabella de Aquila, 
claimant, and Jordan and Michael Talevaz and their participes, 
tenants of land in Sourebysyr’ (Close Roll, 18 Hen. III, m. 3). 

Jordan died before 1246. There is no clue to his wife. He left 
six daughters and coheirs, see below, Hugh, 4.A. 

THOMAS TALVAS, 3.B., was probably the second son of John the 
Clerk (son of Ivo), 2.A4., born about 1180 to 1185. 

His father John gave him the fourth part of Skircoat and the 
demesne lands of Copley, by the charter already quoted, before 
I1g4-5. 

Thomas died before 1246. There is no clue to his wife. 

He had issue Hugh, and perhaps Richard (see below, William, 
5.B.), and John. Hugh adopted the surname of “de Copley,” 
probably on succeeding to the property there on the death of his 
father; see Section ITI. 

MICHAEL TALVAS, 3.C., may have been a younger son of John 
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the Rector. The earliest dated references to him are in 1233 and 
1234, printed above. He witnessed the grant by his brother (?), 
Jordan, to his nephew (?), Hugh; see above. 

1257, Wednesday after Trinity.—Release to Fountains Abbey 
by Alice widow of Roger de Thornton of all her right to dower out 
of the lands of her late husband in Elland. Witnesses, (7.a.) John 
de Elland, Michael Talvace (Fountains Chartulary, ed. Lancaster, 
vol. I, p. 131). 

Henry Talvaz, who occurs in 1246 (see below, Hugh, 4.A.), may 
have been his son. 

Joun Tatvas, 4.C., may have been a younger son of Thomas, 
3.B. He was aged g in 1229 (see below), and is one of the few early 
members of the family for whom we have even an approximate date 
of birth; this fact makes it additionally unfortunate that his father’s 
name is not mentioned. 

1229, Sept. 3.—The King to his Justices. John Talevaz,a boy of 
g, was brought before you at York; when carrying a beam [lignum|], 
with which he was overburdened, it fell on a boy of 23, who died; 
the county found that it was misadventure, and this was admitted 
by the boy’s father, Robert son of Julian, who was present before 
you. John Talevaz is pardoned, and is to be released from prison 
(Close Roll, 13 Hen. III, m. 4). 

1257, June 6.—Exemption, at the instance of Margaret, the 
King’s daughter, Queen of Scotland, for 3 years from Midsummer, 
of John Talevaz from suits of counties and hundreds; with 
mandate to bailiffs not to vex him again, contrary to this grant 
(Patent Roll, 41 Hen. III, m. 8). It is not certain that this is the 
same John. 

The name of Talvas continued in the neighbourhood of Halifax, 
and several references will be found in the printed volumes of 
Wakefield Court Rolls, viz. John Talvis, 1286 (vol. 3, p. 159), 
Thomas Talvace of Fixby, 1308 (vol. 2, p. 139), William Talvace, 
1308 (vol. 2, p. 152), and 1314 (vol. 3, p. 61). 

William Talevaz also occurs as a juror in three inquisitions, 
1297-8 to 1301 (Yorks. Inq. post mortem, vol. 3, pp. 78, 112, 158). 

In 1278-9, Robert Talvaz and others were presented for poaching 
in Alesia de Lacy’s park, not named (Assize Roll 1057, m. 15). 


SEcTION III. THE CopLEys oF COPLEY. 


HucGu TALvaAs or DE CopLey, 4.A., was the son of Thomas 
Talvas of Skircoat, 3.B., and was probably born about 1212 or a little 
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later. His uncle Jordan’s grant of lands, etc., in Skircoat is given 
above. The estate known as Copley is not a township, but merely 
a property in Skircoat. It had apparently been granted to his 
father before 1194-5 (see above), and Hugh probably assumed the 
name of Copley on succeeding to this estate on his father’s death, in 
accordance with a common custom of those times. This was before 
1233, see ante, Jordan, 3.A.; Hugh was then under age. 

1246, Easter Term.—Hugh de Coppelay claimed from Henry 
Talevaz, William de Trikingeham and Alice his wife, William de 
Cunehale and Eva his wife, Thomas de Hiperum and Maude his wife, 
Matthew de Lepton and Alina his wife, and William son of Matthew 
de Northlande and Juliana his wife, 40 acres of wood in Skirecotes, 
as his right, of which Thomas, his father, was seised and which 
descended to Hugh as son and heir. 

Henry Talevaz, as to the one-sixth which he holds, vouched 
to warranty Henry le Mercer and Amabel his wife, who was sister 
of the defendants Alice, Eva, Maude, Alina and Juliana, and one 
of the heirs of Jordan Talevaz, their father. 

The other defendants said that they held the wood by hereditary 
right from Jordan Talevaz, father of Alice and the other sisters; 
and they put themselves on the great assize, as to which had the 
greater right, they, or Hugh as to that which descended to him from 
Thomas, his father, who was entfeoffed thereof by John Talevaz, 
father of Thomas and Jordan. The jury found for the defendants, 
and Hugh was amerced for a false claim, his sureties being Roger 
de Thorenton and Simon de Monte alto (Assize Roll 1045, m. 4d.). 
The defendants had put in their place (1.e. appointed as their at- 
torney) William de Trimingham (ibid., m. 3), Eva’s husband being 
here called “‘ de Cononhale,”’ ? Canon Hall. 

This valuable note proves Dugdale’s pedigree up to the hilt, 
and absolutely. disproves all the existing printed pedigrees. Henry 
Talevaz may have been a son of Michael, 3.C. 

Undated.—Grant by William de Ossete of an essart in Lynleye 
[Lindley, in Stainland]. Witnesses, Sir Richard de Thornhill, 
John de Eland, Hugh de Rastric, Hugh de Copleye, and others 
(Yorks. Record Series, vol. 39, p. 107, J. T. Horton’s MSS.). 

1265, May 4.—Appointment of R. de Middelton to inquire in 
Yorkshire whether Geoffrey de Wadenouere killed Hugh de Cop- 
pel[ey] in self defence or feloniously (Patent Roll, 49 Hen. III, 
m. 16d.). 

I have not found any record of this inquiry, but there were some 
further proceedings three years later. 
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1208.—Agbrig Wapentake. Geoffrey de Wadenhou, servant of 
Fulc de Bath [de Bathon’], killed Hugh de Coppeley in the ville of 
Hunderfeud (sic); he fled, was suspected, put in exigent, and out- 
lawed; his chattels were worth 16s. 7d., for which the Sheriff an- 
swers. The ville of Hudderisfeud (sic) is amerced for not seizing 
the malefactor when the deed was done [unde hoc factum fuit de die). 
The villes of Croslaund, Querneby and Dalton are in mercy for 
falsely appraising the chattels. It was testified by the coroner’s 
roll that Modesta, Hugh’s wife, appealed Geoffrey, who was out- 
lawed at her suit. She also appealed Roger son of the chaplain of 
Hudderesfeud of violence [de vz], but only sued against him at one 
County Court; therefore she and her pledges to prosecute are in 
mercy, viz. John son of Robert de Thorpe and Robert son of Elias 
de Hiprum (Assize Roll 1051, m. 9d.). 

Hugh’s wife was named Modesta; she survived him and was 
living in 1267-8 (see below); there is no clue to her parentage. 

They had issue Thomas and William (see below); Henry and 
Kichard (see below) may have been younger sons. 

THOMAS DE COPLEY, 5.A., was the eldest son of Hugh, 4.A.; 
he was probably born about 1235. 

Undated.—Release by Adam son of Roger de Barkisland, to 
Thomas son of Hugh de Copleye, of all right to 64 acres of land in 
Barkisland, which he [? Thomas] had bought from John de Gret- 
land; etc. Witnesses, John de Eland, Hugh de Rastricke, Thomas 
Thornton, Henry Risheworthe, and others (Yorks. Record Series, 
VoOlpsgy p11 Aj-el aHorton’s MSs.) 

Undated.—Grant by Richard son of William de Barkislaye, to 
Thomas de Copleye, for his service, of lands in Barkisland; etc. 
Witnesses, Henry Gallicus of Staineland, John son of William of the 
same, and others (Yorks. Record Series, vol. 39, p. 10, J. T. Horton’s 
MSS.). 

Undated.—Release from John son of Thomas de Northland 
(Norland, par. Halifax], to Sir John de Hetone, his chief lord, of all 
homages, services, etc., which Sir John had recovered by writ of 
right from the tenants of William de Langefeld; etc. Witnesses, 
Sir Richard de Thornille, Sir William le Fleming, Robert de Tilly, 
Henry de Ryssewrthe, Richard de Bateleye, Thomas de Coppeleye, 
and others (Yorks. Record Series, vol. 39, p. 125, Col. Gascoigne’s 
MSS. )e 

Sir Richard de Thornhill occurs in the Wakefield Court Rolls 
from 1274 to 1286. 
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1267-8, Hilary Term.—Assize if Thomas de Coppeley and 
Modesta his mother had unjustly disseised John de Haworth and 
Amice his wife of a messuage, 15 acres of land, one acre of meadow, 
one acre of wood and one third of the profits of a forge [ fabrum] in 
Scircotes. The defendants said that the tenement was Amice’s 
dower and that she had demised it for her life to them for 4s. a year. 
The jury found that there had been no disseisin. The plaintiffs 
were in mercy for a false claim (Assize Roll 1050, m. 24). 

1274, Oct. 18.—Thomas de Coppeley was one of the pledges for 
the Granger of Bradley, who was charged with wounding the Earl 
of Warenne’s men, and for Elias de Sckyrecote, charged with beating 
the Earl’s fisherman at Halifax (Wakefield Court Rolls, vol. 1, pp. 
85, 86). 

1275.—Thomas de Coppeley gave 12d. for license of concord 
with Henry de Rissewrth [Rishworth] in a plea of trespass; etc. 
(Wakefield Court Rolls, vol. 1, p. 108). 

1280.—Amabel daughter of Henry de Wlley (probably Woolley, 
par. Royston) complained that Thomas de Coppelley had disseised 
her of a messuage and 4 ac. of land in Skyrecotes. Verdict for the 
plaintiff (Assize Roll 1056, m. 62). 

1284, Michaelmas Term.—Elizabeth widow of William Wolders- 
leff claimed as her right against Thomas de Coppeley the moiety of a 
messuage, 40 acres of land, a mill and 20s. rent in Eylaund (sic, 
? Elland). Thomas had been summoned and had made default, 
and the moiety had therefore been seized into the king’s hands. He 
now appeared and denied that he had been summoned. He must 
therefore wage his law twelve-handed (2.e. with eleven compurgators) 
on the quindene of Easter, when he must come in person. Pledges, 
Hugh son of Richard and William son of John, of the same county 
(De Banco, Mich. 12-13 Edw. I, m. 81d.). 

1286.—Thomas de Coppeley was a juror for Sowerby at the Tourn 
at Halifax (Wakefield Court Rolls, vol. 3, p. 159). 

1296, Nov. 6.—Thomas de Coppeley undertook to produce his 
brother William at the next Court at Wakefield to answer the Earl 
for many trespasses (Wakefield Court Rolls, vol. 1, p. 244). 

The identity of this Thomas is doubtful, as there were several 
other Thomases at the time. 

1297, May.—Thomas de Coppeley, indicted of many misdeeds 
while he was the Earl’s Master Forester in Sourbyshire, put himself 
on the verdict of a jury, who said that while Thomas was forester 
he committed no offence, except that he killed a hart and sent it 
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to the vicar of Rochdale on behalf of the Earl; etc. (Wakefield 
Court Rolls, vol. 1, p. 284). 

1297.—Skircoat. Matthew Wood [de Bosco] v. Thomas de 
Coppeley, said that when his cattle were going to his common pas- 
ture in Coppeley-rodes, in the bounds of Skirecotes, Thomas drove 
6 oxen and 5 cows to his manor [manerium] in Coppeley, and kept 
them there till delivered by the Earl’s sworn bailiff, viz. the Grave 
of Soureby; he claimed 100s. damages. The defendant said that 
the seizure was made because the cattle were grazing on his land 
sown with corn. An inquisition was ordered (Wakefield Court 
Rolls, vol. 2, pp. 9, 11, 15, 17). The case was settled in 1208 (1bid., 
p. 20). 

1297-8, Feb.—Thomas de Coppeley and William de Coppeley 
were pledges (Wakefield Court Rolls, vol. 2, pp. 22, 25). 

1298.—-Sowerby. Thomas de Langfeud and Adam son of Nalk 
de Heptonstall sued Thomas de Coppeley for debt (Wakefield Court 
Rolls, vol. 2, p. 37). 

1303, Michaelmas Term.—Henry son of Robert Erle sued Thomas 
de Coppelay to hold to an agreement made with Robert, the plain- 
tiff’s father (whose heir he is), as to a rent of 13s. 4d. in Skircotes. 
Thomas demised it to Robert for 15 years, by an indenture (pro- 
duced) dated at Pentecost, 18 Edw. I [1290]; Robert had it for 
8 years, and after his death Henry had it for half a year, when 
Thomas ejected him; he claimed {20 damages. Thomas admitted 
the deed, but denied the alleged ejectment. Jury (De Banco, 
Mich. 31 Edw. I, m. ror). 

1304, Michaelmas Term.—Thomas de Coppelay sued John de 
Lascy of Crumwellebothem and Margaret his wife, Henry de 
Rissheworth, Thomas de Langefeld and Matthew Wood [de Bosco] 
and Maude his wife, for novel disseisin of 4+ of 600 acres of wood, 
moor, and pasture in Skyrcote. The defendants said they held 
+ of 4 [terciam partem secte partis| of the said tenement in common 
with Margaret widow of Henry de Lopton (sic), who is not named 
in the writ, and they denied any disseisin. Thomas afterwards 
discontinued his action, so he and his pledges, John Noteshawe and 
William de Stainland, were in mercy (Coram Rege 178, m. 41). 

Thomas was dead in 1321 (see below). | 

There is no evidence as to his wife. His children were Rober 
and Thomas. John de Copley, father of Hugh, 7.B., may have 
been another son. 

WILLIAM DE COPLEY, 5.B., was.a younger son of Hugh, 4.A. 
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1296.—See above, Thomas, 5.A. 

1296, Dec.—William de Coppeley, charged with many trespasses 
in Sourby Forest, was distrained by a debt of 20s. which Robert 
Talvace owed him (Wakefield Court Rolls, vol. 1, p. 255). 

1297, June.—Order to attach William de Coppeley (zbid., p. 2096). 

Robert Talvace was the son of Richard, who may have been a 
younger son of Thomas, 3.B. 

1297—8.—See above, Thomas, 5.A. 

1297, Oct.—William de Coppeley, distrained a trespasses in 
Sourby Forest by 20s. owed him by Robert Talvace, was called at 
each Court last year to come and make satisfaction; he refused to 
come, and the 20s. is to be levied from Talvace (Wakefield Court 
Rolls, vol. 2, p. 2). 

RICHARD DE COPLEY, 5.C., was SoeaiUly a younger son of Hugh, 
4.A. He occurs in 1274, see below, Henry, 5.D. 

1275.—Three perches of free land and one perch of villein land 
in the graveship of Hyperum, which were Richard de Coppeley’s, 
were taken into the lord’s hands until someone should speak for it 
(Wakefield Court Rolls, vol. 1, p. 110). 

1277, July.—Richard de Coppeley was a pledge (Wakefield 
Court Rolls, vol. 1, p. 170). 

HENRY DE CopPLeEyY, 5.D., was possibly a younger son of Hugh, 
4.A. 

1274, Tuesday before St. Luke (Oct. 18].—Henry and Richard 
de Coppeley were pledges for Jordan del Dene, at Halifax (Wake- 
field Court Rolls, vol. 1, p. 81). This is the earliest Copley entry 
on the Wakefield Rolls. | 

His wife was Agnes, daughter of Philip de Shelfe. 

He had two sons, Henry and Thomas. 

ROBERT (? DE CoPLEY), 6.A., is not mentioned in any document 
except his son Adam’s foundation charter of 1334 (see below), so 
far as I have been able to ascertain. Adam seems rarely, if ever, 
to have been called Copley, his favourite name being Oxenhope, 
with an occasional Batley, and he does not mention his father’s 
surname; but as Robert’s father and all his other sons called them- 
selves Copley I think the probabilities are that Robert was also 
called Copley. 

Robert was probably the eldest son of the Thomas de Copley 
who held the manor of Copley in 1297 (above), since the descendants 
of his son Thomas were certainly lords of Copley. Thomas is men- 
tioned last in Adam’s list of brothers in 1334, which suggests that he 
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was the youngest; but the youngest would not have the original 
family manor. There is no positive evidence on the point, but 
the only conclusion that I can arrive at is that Thomas was the eldest 
son, and probably by a first wife. This last suggestion, if correct, 
will account for Adam mentioning his half-brother after his full 
brothers. It will also explain another fact; none of Thomas’s 
descendants seems to have had any interest in the Batley or Oxenhope 
property, which may have belonged to Robert’s (? second) wife, 
Maude. The old pedigrees are hopelessly confused. Apart from 
the impossible Adam of the Conqueror’s time, two later Adams are 
given, each of whom is said to be the son of a Ralph. The later 
Ralph is given two wives; the first, Ellen, daughter of John Rookes 
of Rookes, is said to have had two sons (Ralph and John) who both 
died without issue; the second,..... , daughter of Adam Batley, 
is said to have been the mother of Adam Copley of Batley. Several 
Ralphs are given in the old pedigrees, but I have not found one in 
any document. It is possible that Ralph may be an error for Robert. 
Apart from Adam’s foundation charter I do not find any Robert de 
Copley, and a misreading is quite possible either by Archbishop 
Melton’s scribe or by the person who copied the document for Mr. 
Sheard. Inquisitions ad quod damnum frequently give the obits 
in detail when dealing with the foundation of chantries, but in 
Adam’s case only “the souls of his ancestors’”’ are mentioned, 
without any names. 

Robert appears to have been dead in 1303, in which case he died 
in his father’s lifetime; this would account in some measure for the 
absence of any direct record of him. 

As suggested above, there is some reason to suppose that he was 
twice married. I have found no clear evidence of this, but the 
descent of the various properties seems almost to necessitate it. 
The eldest son, Thomas, and his issue, inherited the Copley estates, 
while the Batley and Oxenhope property went to Adam and then 
to the descendants of Adam’s brother John; so that the Copleys 
of Copley had no interest in the Batley property, nor the Copleys 
of Batley in the Copley property. The inference seems irresistible 
that the Batley property came through a second wife, and descended 
exclusively to her issue, the Copley property going to Robert’s son 
and heir by a first wife. I have not found any positive evidence 
on the point, but in what follows I assume that these are the facts. 

On this assumption Robert was twice married. There does not 
appear to be any record of the first wife. There was issue of this 
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marriage one son, Thomas (see below), but no evidence of any other 
children. 

Robert’s second wife I take to have been the heiress of the 
Batley property, and perhaps also of that at Oxenhope. The old 
pedigrees state that Ralph Copley of Batley married, as his second 
wife,...., daughter of Adam Batley, and that Adam Copley, their 
son, married Jane, daughter of ..... Oxnope of Oxnope in Brad- 
ford-dale. Reading Robert instead of Ralph, the statement that 
the Batley heiress was a second wife coincides with the conclusions 
already arrived at. The Oxenhope marriage seems to record a 
fact, but is, I think, wrong in detail. Adam son of Robert de Copley 
commonly used the surname of Oxenhope, which suggests that he 
was possessed of that property, but it is doubtful whether this was 
in right of his wife. The only wife of whom there is any evidence 
was named Margery, a minor detail, but a factor of great importance 
is that, as I read the evidence, this Adam died without issue, not- 
withstanding which, the Oxenhope property descended with the 
Batley property to Adam’s nephew or great-nephew. It looks as 
though the Oxenhope property had come to the Copleys previous 
to Adam’s marriage. 

Robert’s children by his supposed second wife were Adam, 
William (who died an infant), John, and a second William; see 
Section IV, The Copleys of Batley, etc. 

Adam de Batheley witnessed a grant of land in Pontefract to 
Pontefract Priory in 1253 (Pontefract Chartulary, vol. 1, p. 216); 
he does not occur elsewhere in the chartulary. Adam de Batelay 
of Pontefract had protection for one year in 1268 (Patent Roll, 52 
Hen. III, m. 5). In the same year he abandoned an assize of novel 
disseisin against Roger Pikkebene and others concerning lands in 
Fryston (Assize Roll 1050, m. 10d.). 

These scanty notes are all I can find about Adam de Batley after 
a careful search through the Yorkshire Assize Rolls, Feet of Fines, 
and other records. It is very disappointing. All one can say is 
that the dates mentioned above fit in with the suggestion that he 
was the father of Robert de Copley’s second wife. 

THOMAS DE COPLEY, 6.B., younger son of Thomas, 5.A. 

1275, May.—Thomas son of Richard de Coppele disclaimed any 
right to a stray mare and her foal found at Hipperholm, which 
apparently belonged to Thomas son of Thomas de Coppele (Wake- 
field Court Rolls, vol. I, p. 110). 

x 
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1275, May.—Thomas son of Richard de Coppeley gave 12d. for 
license to take a rood of land with a barn in Hipperholm from 
Thomas son of Thomas [? de Copley] (Wakefield Court Rolls, vol. 1, 
p- II5). 

Early in the 14th century a Thomas de Copley was Prior of 
Bolton in Craven. There is no evidence as to his parentage. It is 
doubtful if he is identical with this Thomas, but no other seems 
possible. I mention him here for what it is worth. 

THOMAS DE CoPLeEy, 6.D., son of Richard, 5.C. 

Undated.—Robert son of Richard Talevas gave to Thomas son 
of Richard de Coppley all that land which his (the grantor’s) father 
formerly held, of God, St. John Baptist and the church of Halifax, 
in the ville of Hipperome (Watson, Halifax, p. 332). 

1274, Nov.—Thomas son of Richard de Coppeley was fined 6d. 
for taking wood in Hipperholme Wood (Wakefield Court Rolls, 
vol. I, p. 96). 

1275, May.—See above, Thomas, 6.B. 

1275, August.—Thomas son of Richard de Coppeley took an 
acre of land [apparently in Hipperholme] from Hugh de Stanclyf 
(Wakefield Court Rolls, vol. 1, p. 150). 

1286, Sept.—Hipperholme. Gilbert del Bothes was fined 6d. 
for a false claim against Thomas son of R[ichard] de Coppeley 
(ibid., p. 233). 

HENRY DE Copley, 6.E., son of Henry, 5.D. 

Undated; before 1290.—John son of Helyas the Harper granted 
4 oxgang of land [? in Coley] to Henry son of Henry de Copley 
(Yorks. Record Series, vol. 39, p. 226, Mr. Lister’s note on the Rish- 
worths, no authority given). 

He occurs four times in the Wakefield Court Rolls, on account of 
small manorial offences, from 1297 to 1308 (vol. 2, pp. 3, 36, 77, 159). 
Also in 1314 (vol. 3, p. 46). 

1313.—Hipperholme. Henry de Coppeley was elected Grave 
of Hyperum in respect of a bovate of villein land which he held in 
that graveship. He came, and said that he was a free man, and 
did not wish to be Grave on account of that land, which he sur- 
rendered (Wakefield Court Rolls, vol. 3, p. 9). 

1315.—Hipperholme. Henry de Coppeley was fined 12d. for an 
encroachment along the edge of Hyperum wood (Wakefield Court 
Rolls, vol. 3, p. 76). 

1330-1.—See Thomas, 6.F. 

1334, Michaelmas Term.—Henry de Coppeley claimed from Adam 
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le Bogher [Bowyer] a messuage, a carucate of land, 7 acres of meadow 
and 14s. rent in Shelfe, of which Philip de Shelfe, his grandfather, 
died seised; from Philip it descended to Agnes, as daughter and heir, 
and from Agnes to Henry, the plaintiff, as son and heir (De Banco, 
Mich. 8 Edw. III, m. 2d.). 

1343, July.—The Sheriff was ordered to arrest Henry de Coppelay 
to answer for divers felonies whereof he was indicted (Assize Roll 
1142, m. 1d.). 

THOMAS DE CoPLeEy, 6.F., son of Henry, 5.D. 

1275.—Hipperholme. Thomas son of Henry de Coppley gave 
4s. for license to take six acres of land in Hyperum from Hugh de 
Suthclif; etc. (Wakefield Court Rolls, vol. 1, p. 124). 

1330-1, Lent.—The jury presented that Thomas de Coppelay 
and others stole 42s. from an unknown man, on Blakstanegge, about 
St. John Baptist’s day, 4 Edward III, 1330. Also that Henry de 
Coppelay stole a bullock from Henry de Holgate in Sourebishire, 
on the Wednesday before Pentecost, 4 Edward III, 1330 (Assize 
Roll 1124, m. 5). 

THOMAS DE CoPpLEY, 7.A., son of Robert, 6.4., was probably born 
about 1280; he succeeded on the death of his father or grandfather 
to the original family property at Copley and elsewhere. 

Thomas de Coppeley witnessed an undated grant of land in 
Elland by Hugh son of John de Copley (Yorks. Arch. Journal, 
vol. 12, p. 246). Hugh was probably a cousin; see below. 

1307.—Thomas de Coppelay was a juror at the Tourn at Halifax 
(Wakefield Court Rolls, vol. 2, p. 124), and again in 1308 (:b7d., 
p. 185). 

Thomas de Copley was apparently dead in Easter Term, 1316, 
and certainly before Michaelmas, 1317 (see below). His wife’s 
name was Alice; she survived him; there is no clue to her parentage. 

They had issue one son, Hugh; see below. 

1316, Easter Term.—Tourn at Halifax. Adam son of Roger de 
Walschedene, and others, burgled the house of Alice de Coplay and 
took a web [misprinted “ robe ’’} of linen cloth, containing 40 ells, 
and other goods (Wakefield Court Rolis, vol. 3, p. 116). 

1317, Michaelmas Term.—Alice widow of Thomas de Coppeley 
claimed as dower from Maude de Sholand one third of 3s. 4d. rent 
in Skircokes, from Adam de Nuteshawe one third of 3s. 4d. rent 
there, from Hugh de Baliden one third of 3s. 4d. rent there, from 
Richard son of Maude one third of 3s. 4d. rent there, from Alan de la 
Fryth one third of 7-acres of land in Bothomley, and from Alice de 
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Rissheworth one third of 7 acres of land there (De Banco, Mich. 
11 Edw. II, m. 228¢.). 

_ HuGu DE Copley, 7.B., son of John, 6.C., appears to belong to 
this generation, and from his name was probably of the main line. 
The identity of his father is, however, quite uncertain, but, as sug- 
gested above, he may have been a younger son of Thomas, 5.A. 

Undated.—Grant by Hugh son of John de Coppeley to Hugh de 
Eland of a messuage and 8 acres in Eland held by gift of John de 
Coppeley and Cicely, the grantor’s mother; and quitclaim of all his 
right in a messuage and all the land given by the said John and 
Cicely to Hugh de Eland. Witnesses, John de Lassy, Henry de 
Risseworth, Richard de Crumbewellebothum, John de Haldeworth, 
Thomas de Coppeley and Richard de Ecclesley (Yorks. Arch. Journal, 
vol. 12, p. 246). Henry de Rishworth was dead in June, 1307 
(Record Series, vol. 36, p. 88). 

1321, May 16.—Commission of oyer and terminer to John de 
Donecastre and others, on complaint by William de Wyndhulle 
that John de la Legh, John de Dynley, Hugh de Coppelay, William 
de Coppelay (and others), broke the doors of his house at Brunlay 
[? Burnley], co. Lanc., assaulted him, cut off his right hand, broke 
his legs and arms, and carried away his goods. 

Like complaint by Adam de Hallestede (Patent, 14 Edw. II, 
pt. mein, 2) 

HuGH DE CopLEy, 8.A., son of Thomas, 7.A., was probably born 
about 1310. 

1334, June 27.—Richard de Mosley, parson of Earl’s Barton, 
acknowledged that he owed John de Barton of Kynesley, Robert de 
Gretton, John de Cresaker, Robert le Goldsmyth of Wakefield, 
Thomas Alayn of Wakefield, German Kay of Wakefield, and Hugh 
de Coppley, £100; to be levied, in default of payment, on his lands 
and chattels in co. Northampton (Close Roll, 8 Edw. III, m. 24d.). 

1340.—Hugh de Copley and Adam de Bateley were on a jury 
(Controlment Roll 5, m. 39). 

1341, April 6—Hugh de Coppeley witnessed a grant by Cicely 
daughter of Alan de Seureby and Amabel daughter of William de 
Calthorn to Geoffrey son of Richard de Schelf of a messuage, etc., 
in Schelf (Yorks. Arch. Journal, vol. 13, p. 51). This may be Hugh, 
7.B.; see above. 

1344-5, Hilary Term.—Hugh de Coppelay claimed against Wil- 
liam de Langfeld 15s. rent in Barkesland, and against Alice de 
Rishworth 15s. rent there, which John de Greteland gave to Thomas 
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de Coppelay and the heirs of his body, and which after the death 
of Thomas descended to Hugh as son and heir. The defendants 
appeared. William de Langfeld prayed the help of Wiliam Scot, 
chivaler, and Alice his wife, William de Knottinglay and Ellen his 
wife, and John Sayvell and Margery his wife. Alice de Rishworth 
vouched to warranty John Sayvell and Margery his wife, who came 
and warranted. Langfeld and the Sayvells said that Thomas de 
Coppelay alienated the rent to John de Eland in fee simple, long 
before the statute de donis conditionalibus. The plaintiff denied 
this. Jury (De Banco, Hil. 18-19 Edw. III, m. 163; Mich. 20 
Edw. ITI, m. 497). | 

1355, May 3.—Hugh de Copley witnessed a grant by John de 
Carleton of Norton to William de Myrfeld of all his lands, etc., in 
Hetonclak, Scholes and Okeneschagh (Yorks. Arch. Journal, vol. 12, 
p. 256). | 

1363.—Hugh Talvas gave to Richard, Vicar of’ Halifax, the 
manor of Copley in the vill of Skircotes. Witnesses, John Savile of 
Eland, Henry Savile, John de Lascy, William Stansfeld, and 
Thomas Culpon (Dodsworth MS. 117, fo. 159d.). 

This is a very remarkable reversion to the original family sur- 
name, unless Dodsworth has made a mistake, which seems hardly 
possible, but in another note, apparently referring to the same 
deed, the grantor is called ““ Hugh of Copley, lord of Skircote ”’ 
(Dodsworth MS. 58, fo. 10). The grant was probably in connection 
with the marriage of his son Thomas. 

1370, Trinity Term.—Gilbert de Kyghley, knt., sued Hugh de 
Coplay to give up the wardship of the land and heir of Joan de 
Coplay, which belonged to him (Gilbert) because Joan held her land 
of him by knight service; also for abducting, at Kighelay, Ellen, 
daughter and heir of Joan widow of Thomas de Coppelay, an infant, 
whose marriage belonged to Gilbert (De Banco, Trin. 44 Edw. III, 
m. 305; Mich. 44 Edw. III, m. 158d.; Hil. 45 Edw. III, m. 282¢.; 
Mich. 45 Edw. III, m. 382). 

The Thomas de Copley here mentioned was Hugh’s eldest son; 
see below. 

Hugh probably died soon after 1370. I have no information as 
to his wife; in the old pedigrees she is said to have been Anne, 
daughter of Sir Robert de Cromwellbotham. There is no evidence 
of any issue except the son Thomas. 

THOMAS DE CopLey, g.A., son of Hugh, 8.A., was born about 
1340. He died in his father’s lifetime, before Trinity Term, 1370 
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(see above), leaving a daughter and heir, Ellen, who cannot have 
been more than a few years old at the time. Thomas’s wife was 
Joan, daughter of Thomas de Keighley. She had land in her own 
right at Keighley, held of Sir Gilbert de Keighley, and her daughter 
Ellen was her heir. She also was dead in Trinity Term, 1370. 

ELLEN DE COPLEY, 10.A., daughter and heir of Thomas, 9.A., 
was under age in Trinity Term, 1370 (ante); as she appears to have 
had a son born after the octave of the Purification, 1402-3 (below), 
she must have been quite young in 1370; probably 1365 is about the 
earliest possible date for her birth, and it may well have been a 
year or two later. 

She married Henry Saville, a younger son of Henry Saville of 
Elland, by his wife, Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Simon de Thorn- 
hill; his will was dated Nov. 21 and proved Nov. 26, 1437 (Test. 
Ebor., vol. 2, p. 2387.). 

1402-3, Octave of the Purification.—Fine between John Kyng, 
Vicar of Halifax, plaintiff, and Henry Sayville of Coppelay and Ellen 
his wife, deforciants, of 8 messuages, 204 acres of land, meadow, 
pasture and wood, and 3s. 6d. rent, in Skyrcote, Northland, Hayn- 
worth and Langfeld; to hold to Henry for life; remainder to Ellen 
daughter of Thomas son of Hugh de Coppelay of Skyrcote, for life; 
remainder to John son of the said Henry and the heirs of his body; 
like remainders in succession to William and Thomas, sons of Henry; 
remainder to the right heirs of Ellen daughter of Thomas (Feet of 
Fines, Yorks., case 270, file 149, no. 38). 

The wording of this document is remarkable. Is Ellen the wife 
of Henry Saville the same person as Ellen daughter of Thomas son 
of Hugh de Copley, and if so why this roundabout way of describing 
her? There are difficulties in the way of either assumption, one 
Ellen or two. The description in the tenendum clause points 
strongly to two, but against that there is the fact that there is no 
life estate given to Ellen, the wife, as we should have expected, un- 
less she is the Ellen daughter of Thomas. We know that Henry 
Saville’s wife was in fact a Copley heiress, and that his eldest son, 
John, succeeded to the Copley property, and although Copley itself 
is not mentioned in the Fine, the ultimate remainder to the right 
heirs of Ellen daughter of Thomas shows that the property dealt 
with belonged to her. On the whole I consider that there was only 
one Ellen, and that the curious wording is due to the clumsy con- 
veyancing of a country lawyer. 
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Some Hitherto Grpublishen Letters of 
Ralyh Thoreshy. 


Transcribed and Annotated by Miss EMILY HARGRAVE. 


Although some hundreds of letters to Thoresby have been 
printed in the volumes compiled by Joseph Hunter, F.S.A. (Letters 
from Eminent Men addressed to Ralph Thoresby, 1832), and later 
by W. T. Lancaster, F.S.A. (vol. xxi of the Thoresby Society’s 
Publications), but little of the famous antiquary’s own correspond- 
ence has so far been published. | 

Mr. D. H. Atkinson, in his admirable work on Ralph Thoresby, 
His Town and Times, gives a tew portions of letters from Thoresby 
to Sir Hans Sloane, Dr. Martin Lister, Dr. Gale, and other con- 
temporary celebrities, reprinted from the Philosophical Transactions 
of the Royal Society, also some letters from Thoresby which are 
preserved in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. 

Thomas Hearne, too, in his Collections (Oxtord Historical Society) 
gives extracts from letters written to himself by Thoresby. 

But letters in the autograph of our Leeds historian are exceed- 
ingly rare and seldom met with, and I count myself very fortunate 
that I have been able to transcribe those that I am about to present 
to the reader. 

And yet Thoresby must have written very many letters. His 
habit of begging for curiosities must alone have involved him in a 
considerable amount of correspondence. 

He wrote to Dr. Richardson, of Bierley, ‘‘ All the world knows 
that an antiquary and collector of curiosities must be a beggar.”’ 
(Preface to Thoresby Publications, xxi, p. xi.) Certainly Thoresby 
begged to some purpose, as a perusal of his Catalogue in the Ducatus 
will show. Coins, books, medals, MSS., autographs, Roman anti- 
quities, and natural curiosities were, after religion, Thoresby’s 
chief interest in life. 

He seems to have paid great attention to the collecting of auto- 
graphs, both letters and signatures, during the last years of the 
seventeenth and those at the beginning of the eighteenth century. 
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He mentions gifts of autographs, probably letters from good 
Mr. Tallents and the Vicar of Leeds in 1697, and the Archbishop 
of York in 1699. 

Mr. W. T. Lancaster, in a footnote, page 53, of the Thoresby 
Publication xxi, mentions that Thoresby had an “ Album ’” which 
he kept for the signatures of his literary and antiquarian friends 
and others. It is headed as follows: ‘“‘ This Album was begun 
318 August 1696 when his Grace the most reverend and excellent 
Dr. John Sharp, Lord Archbishop of York, condescended to view 
this poor Museum.” Then follows the archbishop’s signature, the 
first in the book: ‘‘ Jo. Ebor,”’ with the motto, ““ omnia vobis cum 
charitate fiant.” 

It will be remembered that in the Ducatus under the heading 
‘“* Autographs,’ Thoresby writes, “‘ This reminds me of another 
Branch of the Curiosities that I began to collect of late years, viz. 
Original Letters and other matter of the proper Handwriting of 
Persons of all Ranks eminent in their generation.” 

A letter written to Mr. John Archer, of London, is printed 
on page 89, vol. xxi of the Thoresby Publications, wherein Thoresby 
writes in relation to Lawyer Washington,” of Leeds, “‘ he being one 
of our Leeds authors, if you cou’d procure any other memories of 
him, or an original letter writ by him (for to my former curiositys 
I am adding a collection of autographs of persons eminent in any 

kind, authors, benefactors, etc.), you would very much oblige, 
St, your most humble servant, 
Leeds, 21 Oct., 1700. _ Ralph Thoresby.”’ 


And about this time Dr. Brian Fairfax wrote to Thoresby, 
Jan. 15, 1700-1 (Thoresby Publications, xxi, page 93), ““I have a 
few autographs for you.’”’ The latter seem to have been sent to 
Thoresby in January, 1700-1, about twenty-five in number, all of 
an interesting and valuable character. 

Among the original letters of our Leeds antiquary possessed 
by the Thoresby Society are two relating to this collection of auto- 
graphs. These were presented to the Society by Sir C. B. Lowther, 
Bart., on 9 July, 1919, having been found in a copy of the Ducatus 
during the sale at Swillington Hall. 


1 This volume is now in the Library of the Yorkshire Archeological Society. 


. #* This Joseph Washington published the most correct and exact abridge- 
ment of the statutes, and other tracts,’ etc. (Diary, i, 415.) “Mr. Robert 
Washington, an eminent merchant, lived and died at Austrope-Hall (tho’ 
buried in a distant Parish) (Woodkirk), his Son, Joseph Washington of Gray’s- 
Inn, Esq., is to be remembred amongst the Authors.’’ (Ducatus, 1st edition, 
P. 103.) 
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An extract or two from Jhoresby’s Diary will perhaps add 
interest to the correspondence: 


“ Mar. 13, 1703. 

Rode by Halghton (Halton) and Whitkirk to Preston- 
super-Hill, where most courteously received by Sir William Lowther 
a native of Leeds and noble benefactor to the Library, whose house 
is pleasantly but strangely situated, they go upstairs to the cellars 
and downstairs to the garrets...... After dinner I transcribed 
the 28 families they have matched into, and had the perusal of 
some original letters to himself from eminent hands.” (Diary, 
vol. i, page 410.) , 


It was in relation to the latter that Thoresby wrote to Sir 
William Lowther on 30 March, 1703: 


‘“ Honor’d St 
The Favours you were pleased to shew me when I had the 

Honour of your Conversation have added a particular obligation 
to that more generall for your noble Benefaction to the public 
Library! in this town, wch glories in your Nativity,” and is far more 
memorable because the very first of your no less honourable than 
very ancient family yt was born in Yorkshire, Sir William Lowther 
your Father being born (if I mistake not) at Lowther in West- 
moreland. 

He was one of the Right Hon!e Councillors in the North, and 
I think member of several Parliaments. 

I long for other memories, because he was Leodiensis incolate, 
the noble patron and the first of a flourishing Family in these parts. 

He was pleased to shew me some remarkable & very ingeneous 
letters to yourself from several Persons of honour and eminence, if 
you please to favour me with a few of the several Persons for my 
collection of autographa it will be a memorial as of your kindness 
so of your honourable correspondence for wch you mentioned several 
as very remarkable. I beg your pardon for this additional trouble 
from 

Your most humble Servant 
Ralph Thoresby. 
Leedes, 30 Mar. 1703.” 


PPupUC. Liptaryein: seeds ess. “Godfrey Lawson Esq., Mayor of 
Leeds 1669, added a new Apartment in the year 1692, in the lower Room where- 
of is a Conveniency for a Fire for the Scholars in Winter, and in that above a 
growing Library wherein are some choice Books of his Gift and other charitably 
disposed Persons. 

Amongst the Benefactors we glory in such great Names as my Lord Arch- 
bishop of York, Sir William Lowther.’”’ A note is added: ‘‘ The Library has 
not been carefully preserved, for Cyril Arthington gave some fine Books about 
1725, since embezzled and others not to be found.’’ (Ducaius, p. 87.) 


2“« An ancient House near the Church (now Alderman Dixon’s) is remark- 
able for the Nativity and Residence of Several Persons of Quality. Here 
was born Sir William Lowther, Justice of the Peace, Deputy Lieut. and High 
Sheriff of the County.’ (Ducatus, p. 38.) 
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In his Diary, 31 March, vol. i, page 418, Thoresby writes: 


“ Received a kind visit from Sir William Lowther, with whom I 
dined at M' B’s. Sir William designs to oblige me with original 
letters to him from persons of honour.”’ 


Thoresby had evidently been shown these autographs by Sir 
William Lowther’s father (who died in 1687), and his memory was 
refreshed by the sight of them when on his visit to Preston. 

He was not long in receiving Sir William’s kind present, for in 
his Diary, 5 April, vol. i, page 419, he records: 


“ Retired to private prayer but alas had not time to read being 
the great Court day, Sent for by Alderman D. about the manor 
concerns, only obliged to steal so much time as to show collections 
to M? Boulter of Gawthorpe and his friend and to write to Sir Wil- 
liam Lowther to make an acknowledgement for the fifty Autographa 
sent me per post, and rest of day and till too late at night with the 
Mayor,”’ etc. (invited to the Court dinner). 


The letter Thoresby had to “steal * time to write is the fol- 
lowing: 


/ Fonor d S! 

I ought not to omit the very first opportunity of making an 
acknowledge™ of the great Obligation you have laid upon me by 
so noble a Present of 50 most valuable Autographa of the most 
Honble and emenent persons. 

I have the honor of several persons of Quality in the list of 
my Benefactors, but none so numerous or so remarkable as yours. 

My Lord Abp. of York and my Lord Fairfax, yt you have at 
first attained unto the first three. 

I am also obliged to you for ye honor of your conversation when 
last at Leedes when if you can have a few minutes leisure to divert 
yourself after the public affairs are over (wherein the Country is most 
happy both in your great knowledge and kind assistance) I shall 
be glad of the opportunity of shewing you my Collection of Curio- 
sitys and therein the honor of your name amongst the choicest 
Benefactors to 

St your most obliged humble Servant, 
Ralph Thoresby. 
Leedes 5 April 1703. For the Honle Sir William Lowther at 
& post pd. Great Preston. 


Thoresby appears to have been very eager in his collection of 
autographs, and in addition to the “‘ Album” before mentioned, 
he possessed a “ travelling album’™ intended for signatures of 
friends at a distance. This he seems to have taken with him when 


1 The whereabouts of this Album is not known. 
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visiting distant places. One of his correspondents, Edward Lloyd, 
Keeper of the Ashmolean Museum, writing to Thoresby in May, 1703 
(Hunter’s Correspondence of Ralph Thoresby, ii, 2), tells him of 
“an Album Amicorum of Sir Matthew Lister’s containing mottos 
of a great number of the eminent physicians of France, Germany, 
etc., towards the end of the last century with their names inscribed ”’ ; 
also another “ of a German’s with a great many names of princes.” 
Thoresby had his travelling album with him when he visited Carlton 
in September, 1702, for he records in his Diary that Mr. Parker 
contributed his signature on the 6th of that month, adding the 
motto, “ Bis dat qui cito dat.”’ 

Thoresby took his Album with him to London in 1709, and after 
his account of dining with the Bishop of Ely, the Dean of York, 
and other clergy, he adds, “see their mottos in my travelling 
Album.” 

Thoresby wrote to Thomas Hearne, the great Oxford antiquary, 
in March, 1706, asking for “‘ any autographs, nothing can come amiss 
that is remarkable either for the person or the subject.” 

But rather strangely Hearne does not appear to have known of 
the “‘ Album ” until many years after, as he writes in his Collections: 

“ Oct. 6, 1721. Mr? Ralph Thoresby of Leeds in Yorkshire keeps 
an album for Gentlemen and others to write a sentence and their 
names in, like your German travellers.” 

On the occasion of Thoresby’s last visit to London, in March, 
1723, he inscribed in the album of Dr. Stukeley, another well- 
known antiquary of that period, ‘‘ Medio tutissimus, Ralph Thoresby 
Mart. I9, 1723.” 

In the library of the Thoresby Society there is a unique and 
valuable copy of the Ducatus Leodiensis, once the property of its 
author, and having many marginal notes in his handwriting. On 
the margin of the first page of that part of the ‘‘ Catalogue ’’ devoted 
to autographs Thoresby has written: 

‘* Since also King George (My Lord Chief Justice Parker’s present) 
and the Prince of Wales (from his Secretary Molyneux Esq’) and 
Princess (by ye Abp. of York) and Prince Frederick.” 

This note suggests that not many autographs were collected 
after 1715, the date of publication of Thoresby’s great work. 

The contents of Thoresby’s museum and collection of curiosities 
seem to have been scattered abroad after his death, for an account 
of which dispersion I refer the reader to Atkinson’s Ralph Thoresby, 
His Town and Times, vol. ii, page 425 and following pages. 
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But the MSS. autographs and coins remained in the possession 
of his elder son, Ralph, Rector of Stoke Newington, until his death 
in 1763, and in the following year were sold by auction in London. 

Thoresby’s library, greatly added to by his son, was also sold 
in the same year. A copy of the rare catalogue of the sale of the 
MSS., etc., is possessed by the Thoresby Society. 

It is entitled ‘‘ Museum Thoresbyanum. A Catalogue of the 
genuine and valuable Collections of the well-known Antiquarian, 
the late Ralph Thoresby, Gent., F.R.S., etc.” It includes the 
‘“ Autographs, Antient Deeds, original Letters and Signs manual 
of British and foreign Kings and Queens, Cromwell the Protector 
and his son Richard, Principal nobility and eminent Persons for 
Two Centuries past.”’ 

Someone has written on the title-page of the Catalogue that 
the whole Collection realised “‘ about £450.”’ 

I do not think this statement has ever been verified, but if it 
were so, how different by comparison would be the prices paid 
to-day. What would the following autographs alone realise ? 

“Lot 72. Autograph of Martin Luther and a great number of 
Letters of several eminent Divines.”’ 

“Lot 81. One of Queen Katherine Parr, two of King Edward VI, 
one of Queen Mary and two of Mary Queen of Scots to the Countess 
of Shrewsbury.” | 

“Tot 82. One letter and a warrant of Queen Elizabeth.” 

These are only a few of the items. And thus ended Ralph 
Thoresby’s Collection of Autographs, on which he had expended 
so much time and care. 

Another letter in the library of the Thoresby Society is bound 
up with some wills and other MSS. relating to the Thoresby family. 
This is written on the eve of a journey to London, and is neither 
signed nor dated, but the handwriting and composition are un- 
mistakeably Ralph Thoresby’s, and it refers to a visit to London 
in 1708-9. 

Thoresby, never very affluent, seems to have been seriously 
considering whether he could not in some way make provision for 
his ‘‘ poor family,’ as he frequently styles it. He had applied, 
through his friend, Archbishop Sharp,’ to Earl Pembroke (with 
whom he was also acquainted and who had been made Lord High 
Admiral of England) for some post or position. He had evidently 
been urged by his friends to take this step for in his letter to the 


1 Always a good friend to Thoresby—died 1714. 
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Archbishop he writes, “I am downright told that I shall be de- 
fective in my duty if I sit still.” 

Archbishop Sharp very kindly brought the matter-to the notice 
of the Lord High Admiral, who would have helped Thoresby had 
he had the power, but said that all those he could give employment 
to would have “to be versed in sea affairs.” 

This was very disappointing, but Thoresby had other hopes. 
The Topography was now in part written and he was desirous of 
having the opinion of men of learning as to its merits, particularly 
Dr. Hickes,’ who had promised in 1707 to peruse the MS., and 
Thoresby therefore determined to take it to London to show to him. 

During 1707 Thoresby had also had some correspondence on 
the matter with Thomas Hearne,’ of Oxford, who had encouraged 
him by saying: “I thank you for the scheme of your intended 
work. I approve of it very well, and am glad you are like to re- 
trieve so great a part of our English history and antiquities. The 
Review by Dr. Hickes will be a considerable advantage and will 
very much add to the whole. I wish you would be as short as 
possible, so that other parts of the nation may take it as a specimen 
and undertake the lke.” 

In June, 1707, Thoresby wrote to Hearne: “I am sure I find 
the Topography and Hist. of this Parish (in the method I propose) 
more tedious than I expected, new matter continually suggesting 
itself.” 

However, the work was progressing, and in that state of forward- 
ness that justified the author in asking expert advice, and so Thoresby 
undertook this journey to London, full of the most doleful appre- 
hensions imaginable if we are to judge from his letter written to 
his three surviving children, Grace, Ralph, and Richard. 

The reader will smile at the dismal forebodings as to the perilous 
character of the journey, Thoresby anticipating nothing but dangers 
and difficulties, indeed he seems to have small hope of ever returning 
to his family. 

After this somewhat lengthy introduction I will now give the 
letter which Thoresby says he has suited to the “ present capacity ”’ 
of the children. Grace at the time was fourteen years of age, 
Ralph ten, and Richard not quite five. 

1 Dr. Hickes was a remote connection of Thoresby’s. He was born at 
Newsham, near Thirsk, in 1642; appointed Dean of Worcester 1683, but, 


refusing the oath of allegiance after the Revolution, was deprived in 1690; 
afterwards (1714) consecrated as Suffragan Bishop of Thetford. (Thoresby 


Publications, xxi, 103.) 
2 Assistant Librarian in the Bodleian Library, Oxford. 
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My dearest dear Children Ralph, Richard, and Grace Thoresby: 
Seeing that even when we are at home in the most perfect 
health we know not what a day may bring forth, we ought to be in 
a continuall readyness for Death and Eternity, and much more when 
we are to take a Journey wch may be attended with dangers as well 
as difficultys. : 

I think it therefore my Duty (not knowing whether ever I shall 
see your faces again in this world) to give you some short advice 
such as the present throng wil permit me, and wch I shall endeavour © 
to suit to your present Capacity as children, rather than to reguard 
method and accuracy of wch composures there are many extant, but 
these may be more effectual to you perhaps and make deeper im- 
pressions because you are more iMediately interested therein, may 
read in them the secret breathings of an affectionate father who is 
heartily solicitous for your welfare both spiritual and temporall, 
to promote which (if the Lord so please) is the main design of this 
Journey, as you may be informed by your dear Mother to whom I 
charge you most strictly to be obedient, and think not that you are 
to be exempt from that duty when you advance in years, the 5 
Commandment is positive, limits it not to young children, remember 
also that the same Providence that removes me devolves upon her 
a double share of Honour and duty from you. 

I beseech you seriously to consider that tho your bodys dy and 
must return to dust yet your sozls are immortal, and that you must 
certainly live for everlasting ages, either in most perfect joy or in 
most inexpressible Torments and this alone if frequently and 
seriously considered might supersede all other directions, it being 
morally impossible to meditate ought upon Eternity and not pre- 
pare for it but to be more particular. 

Dare not to omit daily Prayer and that both morning and Evening 
and perform these dutys with as much fervency as constancy, and 
with both so carefully as tho you were to be saved by them and it is 
certain you cannot be saved without them. 

Yet when you have done your best, account yourselves unprofit- 
able servants and rely upon the Lord Jesus Christ alone for salva- 
tion. 

Think not that Infancy or childhood wil acquit you from these 
dutys. Prayer is a duty incumbent upon the youngest of you, 
though the elder you are I confess the obligation is the stronger, and 
if the Providence of God should make you heads of familys, remem- 
ber that these personal dutys are not all that are required in such 
a station, but to secret Family Prayer must be added. God himself 
denounces a woe to those familys yt call not upon his name, but 
beware that you degenerate not into formality and deadness in 
prayer, whether publick or family—such a prayer (if it deserves the 
name) may for a time stop ye mouth of a Natural Conscience, but 
wil never do any effectual good if it reach not your own hearts there 
is little liklyhood it should reach heaven. To Prayer add Medita- 
tion or rather meditation to Prayer. 


y 
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Meditation, for a short prayer after long meditation is better 
than a long prayer after a short one and indeed without meditation 
neither prayer nor any other duty will avail you. 

Be very strict and conscientious in spending the whole Lord’s 
Day in his service, who has separated it to that end and whose 
service is perfect Freedom, think it not therefore tedious for what- 
ever childish apprehensions may possess young and inconsiderate 
persons no doubt, but this is the best and really most pleasant day 
of the week, may you never be found in the number of those that 
say, when will the Sabbath be gone, etc. 

Religion rarely thrives where there is not a due Regard to the 
Lord’s Day. I have often experimentally found the truth of the 
excellent Judge Hale’s observation, that a strict observation of the 
duties of the day has ever had a good influence upon the rest of the 
week, and a blessing upon the use of my time and I repent it not, 
tho it disgusted a Lady (now of the highest quality that a subject 
is capable of) that I refused to show her the Museum upon the Lord’s 
Day. 

I would not have you needlessly scrupulous or put upon you 
unnecessary burdens but can assure you that I have experienced 
more pleasure and found more substantial comfort in serving God 
in the strictest manner I was capable of doing upon this his Own Day 
than ever I found in all the world besides, and sometimes (especially 
upon Sacramt Day) such ravishing Joys as are inexpressible, these 
things I should not mention but to you my Dear Children and upon 
so solemn an occasion to convince you that Religion carrys a present 
reward along with it, and that there is abundant pleasure in serving 
God more than I can describe. I had absolutely sunk under from a 
pressing affliction had it not been for the comforts of Religion. It is 
a sensible affliction to me when I think of this Egyptian darkness yt 
yet remains in some parts of England and even in the N. of the land. 
When we went to visit Relations beyond York! we rid to 2 churches 
unto which belonged four towns and could neither meet with 
Prayers nor Preaching but tho’ this be dolefull yet will their condition 
be more tollerable than yours if you improve not the excellent 
advantages you enjoy under the happy ministry of M? Killingbeck? 
ye Vicar whose life and labours are exemplary in those parts. 
I charge you strictly not to miss (if possible) one of his sermons 
(which it is a thousand pitys are not perpetuated by the Press) in 
his absence. 

Attend also upon M? Bright Dixon? who is also an excellent 


1In 1685. (Diary, i, 178.) 

2 The Thoresby Library possesses a volume entitled, ‘‘ Eighteen Sermons 
on Practical Subjects. By the Reverend John Killingbeck, B.D., Late Vicar 
of Leeds Prebendary of York and sometime Fellow of Jesus College, Cam- 
bridge, MDccxxIv.”” He was the eldest son of a former Mayor of Leeds 
(1677), John Killingbeck, Esq., of Headingley. The Rev. J. Killingbeck 
died in 1715. 

3 Minister of St. John’s Church, and chaplain to the Duke of Leeds, He 
died 1709. 
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Preacher and as soon as ever you come home retire and recollect 
what you have heard and impress it upon your hearts and to that 
end I could wish you noted down the heads of the sermon. 

I have found a great advantage in it and in keeping a diary which 
my Hon4 Father obliged me to when young, the very thoughts of 
being accountable to one’s self and noting the mispence of time has 
its use and when you are fit to receive the blessed Sacramt of the 
Lord’s Supper (wherein I would have you avoid the 2 extreams of 
apprehending it of so terrible a nature as to deter you from it, and 
that more dangerous of rushing upon it without due preparation) 
I say then so read over again what you have heard since the last 
Sacramental obligation and reflect upon the improvement you have 
made, or on the contrary what omissions or miscarriages you have 
been guilty of cannot but influence a pious soul and be very assisting 
in the necessary work of self examination.” 


Here the letter breaks off somewhat abruptly, but it will be 
seen in what a strict and religious way Thoresby brought up his 
family. 

They on their part seem to have been good and dutiful children, 
and do not appear to have given their father any serious anxiety 
on account of their conduct, although Thoresby in his Diary men- 
tions being ““ much discomposed by the absence and indiscretion 
of Son Richard.” 

Thoresby was accompanied on his journey by Cousin Milner,! 
and they set off on their expedition 27 December, 1708. For the 
account of their perilous experiences I would refer readers to the 
Diary, ii, 12. The journey was indeed a very trying one and must 
have nearly approached to Thoresby’s expectations of ‘‘ dangers 
as well as difficultys.”’ 

Large quantities of snow blocked the roads in some parts, and 
guides were not to be obtained for money. The travellers were 
also impeded by floods. 

Well might Thoresby’s friend, Parson Plaxton,” in one of his 
humorous letters, write, ““ Our good friend Mr. Ralph Thoresby 
has made a winter voyage to the great Town.” 

However, difficulties overcome and dangers past, the cousins 
arrived in London after a ten days’ journey on 5 January, 1709. 

Thoresby seems to have had his time fully occupied during this 
visit to London. He visited Dr. Hickes, who kindly perused some 

1 Wm. Milner, merchant and alderman of Leeds. Benefactor to various 


charities. He gave the statue of Queen Anne, erected in front of the Moot 
Hall, now in the City Art Gallery. 


2 Rector of Barwick-in-E]met.: 
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sheets of the MS. Topography, and expressed himself favourably 
concerning it. Dr. Gibson! also promised his “ free thoughts and 
advice.” 7 

Thoresby called on his friend, Archbishop Sharp, and renewed 
his acquaintance with many other notabilities: Sir Hans Sloane,” 
the Wrens, father and son, the latter possessing “‘a most noble 
collection of Greek medals,”’ etc. 

The “ Album ”’ must have been very much enriched by the 
quantity of autographs and mottoes inscribed in it. Nearly all 
the celebrities ‘“‘ writ’ in it, and the Rev. W. Elstob and his “ in- 
genious sister Eliza Elstob’”’ contributed Saxon mottoes. 

Thoresby attended four Royal Society meetings at Gresham 
College. At one of them, with Sir Isaac Newton, the President in 
the chair, some experiments were shown with the air pump and 
“a sprightly cat.” 

Thoresby visited Lord Pembroke, who entertained him with a 
sight of his wonderful collection of Greek and Roman medals, and 
at the close of the visit shook hands with him and desired him to 
call whenever he was in town. 

Our antiquary, also by way of relaxation, went to see the 
“Moving Picture, a curious piece of art.”’ The landscape looked 
like an ordinary picture until some clockwork was set in motion, 
when ships were seen to sail and move across the sea until out of 
sight, a coach and horses also moved across the scene, a gentleman 
in the coach saluting the company. A hunter and dogs also kept 
their course till out of sight. Thoresby afterwards had some con- 
versation with the inventor of it, a German, Jacobus Morian by 
name, and, of course, obtained his autograph. 

This memorable London visit came to an end on Monday, 
14 February, and the evening before leaving Thoresby visited the 
church of St. Lawrence, which he had frequently attended during 
his stay, and “‘ requested of a devout gentleman ”’ he had constantly 
seen there, that “ they would please to continue their prayers for 
those upon their journey till Friday next.” ‘It is a good provision, ”’ 
writes Thoresby, “ against dangers to have a stock of prayers going 
forward for us.” (Duary, ii, 42.) 

The return journey to Yorkshire was anything but pleasant, 
the roads being in bad condition owing to the severity of the 
weather, but Thoresby and Cousin Milner arrived in Leeds between 


1 Bishop of Lincoln and London successively. Editor of Camden’s 
Britannia, published 1695, to which Thoresby was a contributor. 


2 Founder of the British Museum; born 1660, died 1753. 
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two and three in the afternoon of 18 February, and at four Thoresby 
went ‘‘ with a joyful heart ’ to church to return thanks for his safe 
return. 

Another preparation for this memorable visit to London in 
1708-9 had been the making of Thoresby’s will. This document, 
in the testator’s handwriting, is bound up with the letter to his 
children, and begins: 


“In the name of God Amen, the twenty third day of decemb! 
in the year of our Lord 1708. I Ralph Thoresby of Leeds in the 
county of York, Gent™, considering the frailty of human nature and 
the many Casualtys we are daily exposed to, especially upon Jour- 
neys (to wch I apprehend the Providence of God now cals me in 
the behalf of my family) do constitute and make this my last Will 
and Testament.” 


Here can be seen again Thoresby’s dismal forebodings regarding 
the ney The will goes on: 
‘““My body to be buryed amongst those of my dear Relations 


in the Parish Church of Leeds, if I dy in these parts, but if in the 
South, at Hackney! near that of one of our Family.”’ 


After devising property to his wife, his two sons and daughter, 
and small gifts to his friends, Richard Thornton,’ Alderman Milner, 
and William Cookson (whom he appoints as Trustees), he desires 
that his library may be preserved for the use of his two sons whom 
he would have “if their Capacitys and Genius encline them to it, 
bro’t up for the service of God and his church, at Oxford or Cam- 
bridge.” 

“But as for my collection of ancient coins and medalls, the 
intrinsic value of wh is considerable, I think it will be most con- 
venient ieee be disposed of for the Benefit of my Sons who being 
young may else be imposed upon as I have sometimes been notwith- 
standing my utmost caution.’ 


Thoresby had an afterthought concerning his collection of coins 
and medals for they are again mentioned at the end of the will as 
follows: 


“Memorandum. Upon more mature consideration and ob- 
serving my son Ralph’s Inclination and discouragement upon 


1In Hackney Church, London, where was buried “ Henry Thoresby of 
Thoresby in the County of Yorke, Esqt¢, late Councellor in the Law; Bencher 
and Reader of Lincolnes Inn, Justice of the Peace and of the Quorum, one 
of the Masters of the most honourable Court of Chancery and one of the sixteen 
Governors of King James’s Hospital.’’ He died in 1615. 

2 Richard Thornton, Recorder’ of Leeds, Alderman Milner ante, and 
William Cookson (1669-1743), Alderman of Leeds and thrice mayor. 
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apprehension of parting with any of the coyns and medalls, I desire 
that the collection may be preserved entire for him as I rec’d it 
from my father together with my improvements wh are not in- 
considerable, giving him charge not. to squander any of them away 
thro’ inadvertancy and that there be great caution in exposing 
them til he comes to capacity to understand them.”’ 


This will is duly signed, sealed and witnessed, and four years 
later Thoresby has drawn his pen through his signature and added 
the note, “this now void upon sealing another 12 May 1712.” 

The will of 1712 is also bound in this same volume of MSS., and 
the date, 12 May, 1712, shows that it was made two days before 
setting off on another journey to London on 14 May in that year. 

The wills are a good deal alike and it would be tedious to the 
reader to repeat them. Richard Thornton having died, Thoresby 
appoints Lawyer Wilson! in his stead, and repeats his wish that the 
three Trustees are to be given “ the gold rings I had in remembrance 
of Dt Gale, Kirk, Esq', and M" Jeremiah Idle.’” | 

There is an interesting paragraph which appears in both wills 
relating to the disposal of the Thoresby household linen: “ Having 
a more than ordinary quantity of Damask and other linnen, [ desire 
that my three children may have a share of that and some of the 
Plate as shall seem best to my Wife and Trustees.”’ 

There is a MS. memorandum among those Thoresby papers which 
shows that Thoresby divided the “ linnen”’ in the manner he him- 
self thought fit. At the risk of being accused of irrelevancy I give 
a copy of it, as it appears to be of peculiar though melancholy in- 
terest, being perhaps (with the exception of a codicil added to his 
will on 25 September, 1725), the last occasion on which our revered 
Leeds antiquary held his pen.’ 

The reader will remember that Ralph Thoresby died 16 October, 
1725. This document is dated 21 September, 1725. The signature 
only is in Thoresby’s handwriting, ‘the rest being in a hand which 
closely resembles that of Son Ralph, who was left sole executor of 
his father’s will. 

This memorandum was probably intended as a guide for the 


1 Recorder of Leeds in succession to Richard Thornton, who died in 1710. 

2 Dr. Gale, Dean of York, who died in 1702. Thoresby attended his 
funeral where “‘ 200 rings (besides scarfs for bearers and gloves for all given).”’ 
Mr. Kirk, of Cookridge, an intimate friend of Thoresby’s. Jeremiah Idle 
was brother to Thoresby’s mother. 

* Thoresby’s last known letter according to Mr. Atkinson was written on 
27 July, 1724. The last entry in his Diary is dated 13 Sept., 1724. 


SOME UNPUBLISHED LETTERS OF RALPH THORESBY. 387 


Trustees in the disposal of Thoresby’s personal property and runs 
as follows: 
“ Septaziing25: 

I give to my Son Ralph.—Three Damask Table Cloths, two of 
wch are mark’d J.T.R. ye other J.L. A Dozen & half of Damask 
napkins mark’d J.R. and a Drinking Damask napkin. Also the 
largest Diaper Table Cloth and another Diaper Table Cloth both 
mark’d J.T. Two Square Diaper Table Cloths mark’d J.T., one 
Dozen & half of Diaper napkins mark’d J.L. Two Diaper Curtains 
R.T. Four Towels, Diaper J.R. A very fine Holland Sheet with 
Three Breadths. Two fine Holland Pillow bears,! one mark’d 
J.T.R. ye other without mark. A pair of Fine Sheets mark’d 
jJ.T.R. Two Pillow bears one mark’d J.T. ye other J.T.R. An 
Huggaback Table Cloth R.T.A. 

I give to my son Richard a large Damask Table Cloth mark’d 
with Red. A long Diaper Table Cloth marked J and J.T. Another 
Diaper Table Cloth mark’d J.B. A dozen of Diaper napkins mark’d 
with Red. Another dozen mark’d J.B. A Diaper Curtain mark’d 
R.T.R.T. A Diaper Towel mark’d J.T. A Pair of Holland Sheets 
mark’d J.L. and two Pillow bears, one open’d seem and an Hug- 
gaback Table Cloth mark’d R.S. 

I give to my Daughter’s children and if she should Die without 
Issue to my Son Ralph a Damask Table Cloth mark’d J.L. Two 
Diaper Table Cloths mark’d S. Sixteen Diaper napkins mark’d S. 
A little Diaper Table Cloth and half a dozen Diaper napkins mark’d 
2S: Ralph Thoresby.”’ 


The next two letters are in the possession of Mrs. Frank Gott, 
Weetwood Garth, Headingley, Leeds, to whom the grateful thanks 
of the Thoresby Society are due for so kindly allowing them to 
be transcribed. They are of great interest as both relate to the 
publication of the Ducatus, or, as it seems to have been styled at 
that time, the “‘ Topography.” 

Roger Gale* had, in 1710, given Thoresby advice as to the print- 
ing of the work, and suggested that proposals should be published 
for a subscription. He also said that he himself would be “ ready 
and industrious’”’ to promote whatever Thoresby resolved on. 

In September, 1711, Gale wrote to Thomas Hearne, “I hope I 
have settled all things betwixt Thoresby and the Bookseller about 
printing his Topography of Leeds and the adjacent Parts, so that 
we hope that work will go to the presse this winter, and I doubt not 
but will answer what may be expected from that industrious and 
curious gentleman.” (Collections, ili, 235.) 


1“ Bier’ or ‘‘ bear.”” The bag which contains the feathers as distin- 
guished from the outer “ pillow-case.”’ 


2Son of Dr. Gale, late Dean of York. 
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Hearne replied to Gale in the same month: “ I am very glad to 
hear that M" Thoresby is going to print his Topography of Leeds. 
I formerly writ to him upon that subject and I freely gave him my 
opinion about the method he ought to observe, viz. that I thought 
he should reduce his Collections into as short a Cumpace as possible, 
and that he should take notice only of such monuments in Churches 
as were erected to the memory of Persons really eminent either for 
Learning or for Piety or Virtue or for something else that was 
extraordinary. ” : 

On 15 March, 1712, Thoresby wrote to Hearne to tell him that 
the proposals for publishing his Topography were just printed and 
he asked Hearne to do what he could in Oxford to procure subscrip- 
tions lest Thoresby should fall short of the two hundred subscribers 
he was obliged to secure to “ quit him of part of the charge of pros- 
pects, arms, etc.” In the same month Hearne records: ~ M™ 
Thoresby I am told hath printed a specimen of his Antiquities of 
Leeds to be 20s. to subscribers. It seems ‘tis recommended by the 
Bp. of Carlisle} D™ Hickes, and Dt Gibson. I wish the latter 
and the former were left out and that only D' Hickes remained with 
ye addition of some other name of the like Integrity.”’ (Collections, 
ill, 323.) 

The first of these two interesting letters owned by Mrs. Gott 
bears a memorandum stating: 

“ Bought at an auction in London by Pickerings 1851 for my 
Father. John Iveson.”’ 


The letter is dated 10 October, 1712, and is written to Mr. 
Girling, Vicar of Tadcaster, as follows: 


“ Hon4 Sr The Topography you so kindly enquire after is delayed 
as to publication by the engraving of a Map, and prospects of 
several noble men’s seats and those of the gentry wch must make it 
chargeable to the Subscribers in General. I wish we had Denton. I 
cannot perceive by any thing you ever writ wch comes to my hands 
wheth? you rec the 2 books I bought for you at London, as to my 
Topography asking expressly to advance ye rare one of ye Cuts 
but I shall have one or 2 left for ye. I will enter your accompt in 
ye printed lists if you please (for ye first payment) ten shillings for 
each and ye half crown I p® at London for Fairfaxes memoirs, it 
would do me a kindness who am tomake upan...... sum for the 
undertak®. My service to M® Girling & M? Clapham? and if you 


1 Dr. Nicholson, successively Archdeacon and Bishop of Carlisle. 
2 Probably Mr. Clapham, of Newton Kyme. (Thoresby Publications, xxi, 
244.) 
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are acquainted with him to M? Astley! pardon good Sr this hasty ... 
from 
St Your humble Servt 
Leeds 10 Oct! 1712. Ralph Thoresby.”’ 


The map referred to is the ‘“‘ Mapp ”’ inserted at the commence- 
ment of the Ducatus. Thoresby’s great friend, John Boulter,’ 
when with him in London in 1712, “ generously treated me and of 
his mere motion tendered a map of Yorkshire for twenty miles on 
each side of Leeds.” 

This was on 12 July, 1712, and on 2 August Thoresby was visited 
by Mr. Boulter “about the map to procure the largest and best 
already published, thence to make a new one twenty miles each 
side Leeds.” 

Afterwards Thoresby was with the engraver, Mr. Sutton Nichols, 
who had formerly been a servant to Mr. Boulter. 

The “ Mapp” bears the name of Sutton Nichols and is dated 
1712, 

On 10 October (the day on which the letter to Mr. Girling was 
written) Thoresby’s Diary has the entry, “ read and writ till ten,” 
and later, “‘ consulting M* Shelton? about the map.” 

The map was still unfinished in January 1712-13. Thoresby, 
writing at that time to Hearne, mentions that “ M' Shelton is drawing 
a new map 20 miles round Leedes, by which the map that is engrav- 
ing will be much improved.” Indeed it was only completed in 
April, 1715, when Mr. Boulter wrote to Thoresby telling him “ the 
mapp with your owne and oblidging Mr" Shelton’s corrections was 
finished but this week”’ (28 April, 1715). | 

Denton, which Thoresby regrets not having a prospect of, had 
been sold in 1710 to clear off the habilities of Thomas, fifth Lord 
Fairfax, who had died heavily in debt. (Thoresby Publications, 
XX1, 2437.) 

The second letter belonging to Mrs. Gott is written to the Rev. 
Thomas Baker, of Cambridge, a correspondent of Thoresby’s. It 
bears no date, but from the mention of Thoresby’s visit to Went- 
worth Woodhouse it was after August, 1711, and before his visit to 
E ie Astley was a Nonconformist minister at Tadcaster. (Correspondence, 
1,294. 

? a of the Manor of Harewood, a great friend to Thoresby, ‘ having 
sent me more and more valuable curiosities than any one person living.’’ He 


signed the “‘ Album ”’ in 1702, adding the old Harewood motto, ‘‘ Yat sall be 
sall.”’ He died in 1738. 


3 The Diary states Mr. “ Skelton ’’ was consulted about the map. This 


is a misprint. Mr. “ Shelton’”’ was engaged in drawing the map. Had it 
been John Skelton, M.D., there would have been the prefix “ Dr.” 
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Mr. Baker in July, 1714, and therefore was written during the time 
that Thoresby was busy with what he styles ‘“ these wretched 
printers and their demands and demurs.”’ 

The Topography had proceeded but slowly in January, 1712-13. 
Thoresby had written to Thomas Hearne: 


“I can but give a sorry account of the progress of my own book, 
since I left London, in about 3 months there were not 3 sheets 
printed and ye undertaker is upon ye fret because of my just resent- 
ment of such treatment.’ (Collections, iv, 53.) 


In March, 1713, he writes again to Hearne: 


“The fire at M* Bowyers the Printers retards my book, there 
being about 30 sheets of mine as well as the whole Impression of 
more valuable authors consumed in the flames.”’ (Collections, iv, 


143.) 
In July, 1714, he writes: 


“It would be endless to trouble you with the tricks that have 
been attempted by the undertakers of my book.” (Collections, 
iv, 382.) 

But in June, 1714, John Anstis, Garter-King-at- Arms, _wrote 
to Hearne: 


‘““ Have seen part of Thoresby’s Antiquities of Leeds. He seems 
and I verily believe is, a plain, honest, well-meaning, industrious 
gentleman.” (Collections, iv, 372.) 


The letter to the Rev. Thomas Baker is written on the back of a 
proof-sheet of the Ducatus Leodtensis relating to “‘ Ossinthorpe.”’ 


ROVanolia 
The Candour of some friends who have entertained too 
favourable an Opinion of my poor labours has occasioned this 
paper wch I presume to send you, but you have forme!y exprest 
ye kind wishes to have it published. 

I request yt if any of your acquaintance should be inclined to 
subscribe it may be upon my personal acct., for tho’ it be ye same 
rate to the Subscribers, yet it will be a kindness to me who am 
obliged to promise 200 to quite me of the charges of engraving ye 
prospects of the churches arms. 

My Service pray to M' Goodwin.! I wish I could tell whet his 
Honour Wentworth takes any disgust at me or it be only a multi- 
plicity of business yt prevents his writing. None could be more 
obliging wh® I was at Wentworth Woodhouse ye I cannot deni ye 
favour of al’me tho I have writ enquiring. 

Several persons of eminency from both Houses of Parlt (and 
particularly Sir Arthur Kaye to whom I wrote afterwards) have 


1 Tutor to the son of ‘‘ his honour Wentworth.’’ 
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favoured me with very civil returns yt I could be glad to know 
whet'r | have undisignedly given any offence to his Honour who 
M? Goodwin told me would subscribe for a whole set for himself 
and relations, if he do not, there will not be one for the long pedigree 
of yt ancient family, for I am not known to the present Earl of 
Strafford. 

I ought not to lay a semble m’ovr before you or any of your 
friends to throw away their moneys only if any be enclined to ven- 
ture it I wish it may be as above express'd for 

St, Your obliged humble Ser', 
Ra: Thoresby. 

If this matter proceed & if I take a London Journey to correct 
ye press I shall scarce be able to deny myself the satisfaction of 
waiting upon you at Cambridge. 

For the Rev@4 Mt Thomas Baker, 

B.D. Fellow of St John’s College, 
& post paid 44, Cambridge.”’ 

The name of the Rev. Thomas Baker appears in the list of sub- 
scribers to the Topography, together with more than three hundred 
others, showing that the number of two hundred required by 
Thoresby was considerably exceeded. 

Thoresby visited Cambridge in July, 1714, going thither from 
London where he was engaged with the printing of his book. He 
states in his Diary that Mr. Baker was “a learned antiquary at St 
John’s whom I never saw before though I corresponded with him.” 

(The correspondence alluded to took place in the years 1709-10 
when Dr. Baker was engaged on a “ History of the University of 
Cambridge,” and Thoresby furnished him with particulars of persons 
formerly connected with it.) 

Thoresby was exceedingly busy with the publication of his 
Topography during the following August and September, but un- 
fortunately there is a break in the Diary from the latter month until 
nearly the end of September, 1719. 

The Topography is dated 1715 and in August of that year Thomas 
Hearne notes in his Collections: 

“ Received R.T.s present of his Topographical Description of 
Leeds. Spent many hours on it with great delight and satisfaction. 

If the Catalogue of k.T.s museum had been done in Latin it 
would have been of more general use.’”’ (Vol. v, p. 86.) 

More than two hundred years have elapsed since Ralph Thoresby 
gave the Ducatus Leodiensis to the world, but it will be ever the 
book to which students of Leeds history turn, it is to be hoped with 
a feeling of gratitude to the “ plain, honest, well meaning, indus- 
trious gentleman ”’ who wrote it. 
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The next letter’ with postscript is the property of the Thoresby 
Society. It is written during the period when we have neither 
Diary nor Review, and therefore is of special interest. 

Mr. A. Mattison has very kindly photographed a portion of it to 
be used as a frontispiece for this article. 

Thoresby wrote a neat, round hand, but sometimes used rather 
curious abbreviations, an instance of which will be seen in the last 
line but one of the example given. The letter is written to Mr. 
Henry Newman, Secretary of the S.P.C.K. (of which Society Thoresby 
became a corresponding member in 1712), and it is on the subject 
of the Leeds Charity School, which appears from Thoresby’s account 
to have been in a rather neglected condition so far as the books were 
concerned, and in need of the careful attention and supervision that 
a man like Thoresby would give. The Leeds Charity School was 
begun in 1705, part of a building formerly used as a workhouse being 
altered for the accommodation of forty poor boys and girls who were 
to be duly instructed in the knowledge and practice of the Christian 
Religion, taught also to read and write with a competent skill in 
arithmetic, also to spin, knit, and “to Scrible a new Invention 
whereby the different colours in the deyed Wool are delicately 
mixed.”’ (Atkinson’s Ralph Thoresby, ii, 22.) The institution was 
maintained by voluntary subscriptions which amounted to {£200 
per annum. “ For this,’ writes Thoresby, ‘“ Lawyer Wilson con- 
descended to be a collector with me, it cost me much time, but 
seemed a necessary employ at first for the encouragement of so 
necessary a charity.” 

A seat was provided for the children on the north side of the 
Parish Church and they made their first appearance on 24 March,? 
1705, ‘‘ decently cloathed in blue.” 

Newman had had some correspondence with Thoresby in 
October, 1716, one of his letters being given on page 249 of vol. xx1 
of the Thoresby Society’s Publications, in which there is mention 
of the. Trustees of the London Charity Schools, who had had a 
general meeting, “ and upon information of some masters that were 
disaffected to the King and Govern™t they discharged three and 
voted them uncapable of ever teaching school again.’ Thoresby’s 
letter to Newman is dated May 8, 1717, and runs thus: 


1 This letter is endorsed on the back, ‘‘ Yorkshr Leeds 8 May 1717, 5222 
Ralph Thoresby.” 
2 Thoresby using the “‘ Old Style ’’ when the year began on 25 March. 
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“ Worthy S?: 

I was promised long agoe a particular of ye poor children 
yt have been educated in our Charity School, but after long waiting 
it was so improperly done yt I was unsatisfyed with it and pre- 
vailed for ye loan of the Original Minute books, and have thence 
taken a strict acct. of all that are ent’d in the 3 books from ye 
foundation to this day, but to my sorrow find yt they are not kept 
with that accuracy yt yours are, nor are there the names of above 
140 yt are entered, tho’ there were 40 at the first opening of the 
Charity School 22.4 April 1706,! who were wholy maintained, 
lodged, dietted, clothed and taught wch are now increased to an 
hundred, 20 of ye poorest of wch are wholly maintained and ad- 
monished, clothed and taught besides ten at one time whose Learning 
was paid for, but I find not how many have been admitted since. 

We were presently sensible of our Error in the first constitution 
in admitting children at 6 wch is altered to 9 so yt we shal have some 
yearly fit to be put apprentices. 

There have already been placed forth 47, viz. 32 Boys and 
15 girls, viz' to clothiers, cloth work's, cloth drawers, Searge wevers, 
felt makers, shoe makers, bakers, butcher, taylors for men and 
womens tailors. 

Sam. Stubbs, of Holbeck in this parish, Gent., hath by wil dated 
17 June 1716, bequeathed Fifty pounds to the Charity School upon 
ye sale of certain lands at the death of my cozen, his widow, who 
has the rents of them for her maintenance during life, and Thomas 
Parin?, of Leeds, Barber, who was bury’d 27 March last has given 
a close of Four pounds p. ann. rent to pious uses, vizt. one moyety 
to ye Charity School and ye other to ye Lecturer of the Parish 
Church, but I have not yet got a copy of his wil. My service pray 
to St Geo. Wheler, St John Philips, Mt Chamberlyne, Mr? Dolins, Mt 
Shute, D'™ Bray, M™ Boehm, and all the honl€ members of that 
truly Christian Society, to whose most pious endeavours I wish 
continued success and am to the utmost of my power their and 

Your most humble servant 
Leedes, 8 May 1717. Ralph Thoresby.”’ 


1 This may refer to some formal opening ceremony; according to the Old 
Style it would be about a month after the first appearance of the children in 
public. 


2In his Diary, 18 Feb., 1711, Thoresby records, “‘ Was at the funeral of 
Thomas Parin’s wife who (although an inferior barber) designs to leave £3 
per annum to the Charity School.’’ In 1860 the coal under Paring Close was 
sold for £253—14,”’ and in 1897 the “ land at Farbank (formerly Paring Close, 
the gift of Thomas Parin) was sold for £1,379, both of which moneys were in- 
vested by the Official Trustees in the purchase of New Consols.”” (Leeds 
Charities Report, p. 87.) 

3 The gentlemen to whom Thoresby sends his “‘ Service ’’ were all active 
members of the S.P.C.K. Mr. Chamberlyne was also a Gentleman of the 
Privy Council to Queen Anne and George I, and a member of the Royal 
Society. Mr. Boehm was a German divine and had been chaplain to Prince 
George, who died in 1708, husband of the late Queen Anne. 


«¢ » 
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The following is written on the same sheet of paper: 


“ Dear Mt Newman: 

I cannot seal the paper without a line to you in particular 
both as a testimony of my sincere respect and to beg pardon for 
ye enclosed to M* Boulter suspecting the former writing inter- 
cepted. 

I desire this may be deliv? as directed, M? Chamberlain being 
in ye neighbourhood wil be so kind as to take care of it. 

You permitted me to remind you of ve abstract after the Indian 
Cargoe! was dispatched & but I would not quite risk my friend, 
I would beg of you to enquire of M? Curl ye bookseller in ye neighbour- 
hood whether Abp. Tillotson’s Life and the Hist. of Staffordshire be 
printed, but this do as from yourself. When they are published 
desire him in my name ito deliver you my copy, and the original 
MS. of Staffordshire which I lent him long ago and keep it by you 
til I have an opportunity of desiring some friend to cal for ym and 
pardon my Dear sir give this trouble from 

Your obliged humble Servt 
Rip be 
This letter is directed: 


For the Rev. Henry Newman 
at the Rev. Mr? Shutes 
at London House 
in Aldersgate Street 
London. 


The Life of Archbishop Tillotson about which Thoresby en- 
quires was the subject of some correspondence between himself 
and Thomas Hearne in 1715. 

Hearne to Thoresby, 28 October, 1715: 


“Has heard that R.T. is writing the Life of Abp. Tillotson and 
intends to revive the controversy between All Souls’ College and 
M? Proast, chaplain of that college, afterwards Archdeacon of 
Berks. Mr? T. being dead and the controversy forgotten begs him 
to pass it over as he values his reputation.”’ 


Thoresby to Hearne, 2 November, 1715: 


‘““ Assures H. he was never concerned in writing the Life of Arch- 
bishop Tillotson, but when in London last summer Mr? Gale told 
him a gentleman in those parts was doing so and asked R.T. to 
send him two original letters, one in Latin from Clare Hall, Cam- 
bridge, the other in English from All Souls’ Coll., Oxford. Both 
were sent to M? Curll the bookseller, but whether wanted or not he 
cannot tell. Had he foreseen it would give offence to H. would 
not have communicated them.”’ 


1 From the context we may imagine this to have reference to books. 
Probably a consignment of religious literature sent to the Mission Field in 
India. 
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~The MS. History of Staffordshire, by Mr. S. Erdwick, is also 
mentioned by Thoresby in a letter to Hearne in 1716, in which he 
says it is a “‘ wel writ copy.” 
This MS. history is included in the “‘ Museum Thoresbyanum ”’ 
Catalogue, Lot 23, in the third day’s sale. 


I am sure I shall be forgiven for including in this collection of 
letters one which, though it is signed ‘‘ Ralph Thoresby,”’ was not 
written by our Leeds historian, but by his son, Ralph Thoresby the 
younger, when ten years of age. This letter! belongs to the Leeds 
Public Reference Library, and is contained in that magnificent 
literary treasure, Boyne’s copy of the Ducatus Leodiensis, which 
is interleaved and enriched with original MSS. and illustrations. 


I am indebted to Mr. T. W. Hand, Chief City Librarian, for 
permission to transcribe Ralph Thoresby’s most filial letter. 


It is addressed: 
“ Bor Mr 
Ralph Thoresby 
at Spaws.”’ 


Spaws was an old-time name for Harrogate, where Thoresby 
had gone in August, 1708, in search of a cure for a bad attack of 
rheumatism. 


In the July previous Parson Plaxton wrote: “‘ I am sorry to 
hear of your illnesse; a rheumatique is a brave companion, and 
will stick to you as close as your skin.”” (Thoresby Publications, 
XX, 182.) 


The letter from Ralph the younger is written in a round, childish 
hand. It is quaintly worded and there is a lavish use of capitals: 


“ Dear Father And Mother: 
This is to Let you know we are all In good Health As I 
hope you are. Prased be God For the same. 
Give my Duty to my Grandmother And we should Be glad to 
see you all at Leedes. 
I have sent you thes tou or thre Lines, excuse my Mean writing 
For I Had no more time. 
I am your obedient son til Death 
Ralph Thoresby. 
7th Aug. 1708. 


1In Stansfeld’s ‘‘ Catalogue of Extra Illustrations, etc.,’’ in Boyne’s copy 
of the Ducatus, this letter is erroneously described as a ‘‘ Letter to Thoresby 
and his reply copied on same sheet 1686.” 
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Underneath is written in his father’s hand: “ This was a wel- 
come Letter from my dear child being the first I ever rec’d from any 
of my children.” 

Other Thoresby correspondence will no doubt be unearthed and 
brought to light in time to come, but I doubt if any will be found of 
more touching interest than this letter from little Ralph and his 
father’s comment thereon. 

It only remains to add that the books of reference have been 
Ducatus Leodiensis, Museum Thoresbyanum, Hunter’s Diary and 
Correspondence of Ralph Thoresby (4 vols.), Ralph Thoresby, the 
Topographer, His Town and Times, D. H. Atkinson (2 vols.), Thos. 
Hearne’s Collections (10 vols.), Leeds Worthes, Taylor, and Leeds 
Endowed Charities Report, 1808. 
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Che Last Shop with Bow Cindotws 
in Brtagate, Leeds. 


The ancient shop, of which a photograph (kindly supplied by 
Mr. Alfred Mattison) is here reproduced, to which the following 
documents of title refer, was the last shop in Briggate which had 
bow windows. ‘The shop was demolished by Messrs. Thornton and 
Co. Ltd., after the sale to them in 1922, to enlarge their adjoining 
shop. The old windows and door would be an interesting relic of 
Old Leeds worthy of preservation in the Leeds Museum. The 
earliest deed is dated 22 December, 1635, and was probably a 
Settlement on the marriage, at Leeds Parish Church, of Roger 
Portington and Jane, daughter of Ralph Hopton, of Armley Hall, 
on 23 December, 1635. Roger Portington was a Royalist and 
raised a troop of horse at his own expense during the Civil War. 
He was twice fined for delinquency by Cromwell’s government and 
was in prison eleven years. He was possessed of the manors of 
Barmby-upon-Dunn and Gowdall and lands in the manor of Leeds 
of the total yearly value of £580, and was fined £1,715 for both 
delinquencies. (Dugdale’s Visitation of Yorkshire and Royalist Com- 
position Papers, vol. u, both edited by J. W. Clay.) 

Ann Atkins was probably the widow of Thomas Atkins, of 
Briggate, Leeds, and was buried at Leeds 24 November, 1631. 
Her son, Abraham Atkins, of Leeds Mainriding, was married 
12 February, 1665-6, at Leeds Parish Church, to Mistress Margaret 
Shillito, of Skelton Grange. 

The Leeds Intelligencer of 23 December, 1766, has the following 
announcement: ‘“ Yesterday was married at Tadcaster Mr. John 
Layland, Linendraper in this town, to Miss Priscilla Mountain, an 
accomplished young lady with a handsome fortune.” Mrs. Isabel 
Lambert, widow, who is stated to be the mother of John Layland, 
the elder, was buried at Leeds 25 July, 1720. 

Edward Markland and James Kenion were well-known Leeds 
men, and are mentioned in Taylor’s Leeds Worthies. Mrs. Eleanor 
Garland was probably the widow of John Garland, of Leeds, mar- 
ried 12 October, 1762, being then Eleanor Turley, and died in 
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May, 1799. William Gray, of Aberford, was son of the Rev. John 
Gray, rector of Swillington. A pedigree of his family is in Platt 
and Morkill’s History of Whithirk. Gray’s Walk, in Hunslet Lane, 
received its name from that family. Griffith Wright was the 
founder of The Leeds Intelligencer in 1754. Joshua Tetley was the 
uncle of Joshua Tetley, brewer. 

John Wales, mentioned in the Deed dated 1784, married Martha, 
daughter of William Carew, 11 December, 1766, at Leeds Parish 
Church. Their eldest son was Edward Wales, mentioned in the 
Deed of 1794, of the firm of Messrs. Brook & Wales. His partner, 
Richard Brook, married his sister, Elizabeth. Hannah Wales was 
married to Joseph Smith, of Bradford, and afterwards of Leeds, 
woollen draper, 25 July, 1805, at Manchester. Their businesses 
are now represented by the firm of Messrs. John Wales Smith & Son. 

The following extracts from The Leeds Intelligencer give early 
references to the shop and its occupiers: 

“24 Dec., 1776. M. Wales, milliner, Desires to return thanks 
to her Friends and to acquaint them and the Public in General 
that she has removed from her Shop in Kirkgate to a Shop next 
Door below Mess. Wigglesworth and Tetley’s, Mercers and Woollen- 
drapers, in Briggate, Leeds, where she hopes for a continuation of 
their past Favours. Funerals completely furnished on the 
shortest notice, with Hearse and Mourning Coaches, Paul, Cloaks, 
Hoods, Scarfs, Hatbands, Shrouds, Gloves, &c.’’ 

In 1802, May 15, she advertised that she had just returned from 
London with every article in the Millinery Business. Funerals 
completely furnished, upon the shortest notice. John Wales, under- 
taker, died in 1790, and Martha, his widow, in 1814. 

“ April 11, 1796. Brook and Wales, Linen Drapers and Haber- 
dashers, most respectfully acquaint their Friends and the Public 
that on Tuesday, the Twelfth Instant, they purpose opening the 
Shop (lately occupied by Mr. Wood, Hatter, in Briggate) with an 
entire new and genteel assortment of Linen-Drapery and Haber- 
dashery. Funerals compleatly furnished, Coaches, Hearses, &c. 
N.B. Black and Coloured Lutestrings, Bombazeens, &c.’’ (See 
also Yorkshire Weekly Post, October, 1890.) 


AN ABSTRACT OF THE TITLE of John Layland of Leeds in the County 
of York, Peruke maker, to his Estate in a certain Street 
called Briggate in Leeds aforesaid. 

4*h July 12'» Charles y® first 1636. By Indenture of Feoffment 
with Livery & Seizin endorsed between Roger Portington of Barnby 
upon Dunn, Esquier, Ingram Hopton, sonn and heire apparant of 
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Ralphe Hopton of Armley hall, Esquier, and Robert Lee of Duns- 
croft, gent., on the one partie, and Ann Attkins of Leedes, widdowe, 
on the other partie. Witnessed that the said Roger Portington and 
the said Ingram Hopton and Robert Lee, and in pformance of the 
trust in them reposed in certaynes Indentures beareing date the 
22th day of December last made betwixt the said Roger Portington 
on the one partie and the said Ralph Hopton, Ingram Hopton, and 
Robert Lee and others on the other partie, for and touching the 
declaration of the uses of one Common Recovery, &c., for diverse 
messuages, lands, &c., in Barnby upon Dun and in Leedes, &c. 
The said Roger Portington, Ingram Hopton, & Robert Lee for the 
consideration of 140!! did grant, enfeoffe & confirme to the s¢. Ann 
Attkins All that messuage & Tenement with the appurtenances in 
Leedes in a Streete there comonly called Briggate And also one 
Garth or Croft and one Garden thereunto belonging late in the 
occupation of one Leonard Smith and nowe of the said Ann Attkins, - 
To hold unto the said Ann Attkins her heirs and assignes for ever. 
Covenant for further assurance to be made by Roger Portington and 
Joane his wife. Witnesses to the execution by Roger Portington 
and Ingram Hopton:—John Dawson, Richard Millner, Matthew 
Connell, John Browne, Robt. Brooke, Richard Folde. Witnesses 
to the execution by Robert Lee:—Thomas Atkynson, John Dickin- 
son xX, Michell Gill x, RobBte Brooke, Edward Swallow x.. Wit- 
nesses to livery of seisin: John Thoresbie, Lawrence Brodbelt, 
Richard Folds, John Dawsonn, Richard Millner, Robt. Brook, John 
Browne. 


24th Decr. 1655. By Indenture of Feoffment with Livery and 
Seisin endorsed between Ann Atkins of the one partie and Abraham 
Atkins of Leeds Mainriding, Merchant, son of Ann Atkins of the 
other partie, Ann Atkins for the consideration of 260! did grant to 
- Abraham Atkins the above premises in the occupation of Joshuah 
Coulson. To hold to her for Life and from her death to Abraham 
Atkins his Heirs and Assignes for ever. Witnesses to execution by 
Ann Atkins and to livery of seisin:—Ric: Thompson, Robt. Hurst, 
Joshuah Coulston, William Eamonson, Oswald Lamb, John Browne. 


21st Augt 218 Charles the Second 1669. By Indenture of Feoff- 
ment with Livery and Seisin endorsed between Abraham Atkins 
of Hopehall in Bramup, Marchant, of the one partie, and Alexander 
Nelson of Leeds, Sadler, of the other partie. Abraham Atkins 
for the consideration of 230! did grant, enfeoffe and confirme 
unto Alexander Nelson the above premises in the occupation of 
Joshua Coulston and Timothy Smith. To hold to the said Alex- 
ander Nelson his heirs and assignes for ever. Witnesses to livery 
of seisin, Joshuah Coulston, Timothy Smith, Jno. Hopkinson, 
Nathaniell Rhodes. 


20'n March 1683. By Indenture quadripartite with Livery & 
Seizin endorsed between Alexander Nelson of the first part, Joseph 
Layland of Leeds, Clothworker, and Isable his wife daughter to 
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Alexander Nelson of the second part, Elizabeth Nelson daughter 
to Alexander Nelson of the third part, and Thomas Nelson son of 
Alex. Nelson of the fourth part. The said Alex. Nelson in considera- 
tion of natural Love and Affection and for Advancement of his 
children, did grant unto Joseph Layland and Isable his wife All that 
Messuage, Dwellinghouse or Tenement, one Shop, one Garden, one 
Cole house and House of Office, also one Cellar as divided into two 
Parts under the said Shop, one piece of Ground as railed out on the 
Backside of the Dwellinghouse adjoining to the meadon stead in 
Briggate (with three Closes called Priestleys or Priestcliffes occupied 
by Robert Lambert on the Bank). To hold to Alex. Nelson for his 
Life. Then to Joseph Layland and Isable his wife and to the Heirs 
of their two Bodys and for want of such Issue To the Use of Alex. 
Nelson and his Heirs for ever. Subject to the payment after his 
Death to his wife Jane 5!! a Year for her Life and also to the said 
Thos. Nelson during Jane’s Life 54 a Year and after her Death to 
Thos. and the Heirs of his Body for Ever 7!1.a year. And the said 
Alex. Nelson did grant, enfeoffe & confirme unto the said Elizth. 
Nelson All that Kitching, one draw well, one Garth & Meading Stead 
in Briggate. To hold unto the said Eliz. Nelson & her Heirs to the 
Uses following: To the use of Alex. Nelson for his Life and after his 
Death To the Use of Eliz. Nelson and her Heirs for ever. Witnesses, 
Miles Layland, Geo. Wilkinson x, Edw. Atkinson. 


eee” The said Isabell had Issue by Joseph Layland, John Lay- 
land, father of John Layland, Perukemaker. 


N.B.—The said Tho’ Nelson died without Issue. 


gth June 1686. The said Alexander Nelson by his last Will & 
Testament gave his wife Jane {10 per year to be paid by his two 
daughters and (inter alia) gave & devised All that part of the House 
he lived in and Shop and Cole hole and that part of the Garden he 
enjoyed and that part of the New Building backward where he laid 
his pack, Saddle Tree, and also Cowhouse & Chambering over them 
and also a Chamber over Charles Lambert Shop which he let that 
year to Charles Lambert, to his daughter Elizt® Nelson and to the 
Heirs of her Body for ever, and to his daughter Isabell Layland one 
place where he lay his Hay adjoining to the House he had given 
her and a place on the Backside as it was railed out where he sett 
horses, to build on if occasion were, to her and her Heirs for ever. He 
gave legacies to his sister Elizabeth wife of Henry Dawson living in 
Wensadall 20s., to her son James Dawson 5s., to his sister Issabel 
“which lives with us”’ 5s. He gave “‘ one wide coate faced with 
camlett att hands and lined before with searge’’ to his cosen, Heagh 
Nelson of Garsdale. He appointed his daughters, Eliz. Nelson & 
Isabell Layland, Executors, and his friends, Mr. Richard Hey and 
Mr. Tho. Bickerdike of Leeds, Feoffees in trust to whom he gave 
each 2s. 6d. to buy a pair of Gloves. Proved before Timothy 
Cookson, Clerk, Surrogate, 21 April, 1688. 
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26th & 27th January 1690. By Indentures of Lease & Release 
tripartite between Eliz. Nelson of Leeds, spinster, one of the daughters 
of Alex. Nelson late of Leeds, sadler, decd., of the first part, Thomas 
Bickerdike of Chapel Allerton, gen., and George Hudson of Dean- 
head in the parish of Huddersfield, yeom., of the second part, and 
George Woodhead of Deanhead, yeom., of the third part, In conside- 
ration of a Marriage to be had between George Woodhead & Eliz. 
Nelson, she did grant, &c., unto Tho. Bickerdike & Geo: Hudson 
All that part of a Messuage or Dwellinghouse situate in Leeds in a 
Street called Briggate together with a Shop, a Colehole & part of a 
Garden to the same and part of a New Building backward and a 
Cowhouse & Chambers over them and a Kitchen at the End of the 
said New building and also a Chamber over a Shop in the possession 
of Issabell Lambert, widow, sister of Eliz. Nelson. [Also one Tene- 
ment or Dwellinghouse scituate in Kirkgate in Leeds in a place 
comonly called Jane a Booth fold in the occupation of Stephen 
Metcalfe, one close lying on the Banck late in the occupation of 
Samuel Parker, Also that undivided moiety or halfe part of a Close 
called the Paddock lying near to Woodhouse lane in the occupation 
of Edward Mackerill. All which said premises were devised by 
Alex. Nelson unto Eliz. Nelson.| To hold to Tho. Bickerdike and 
George Hudson to the Uses therein mentioned. 

G2 The said Eliz. died and her Issue Infants under the age of 
21 years in the Lifetime of George Woodhead, after his Death the 
Premises descended to John Layland, Perukemaker. Witnesses, 
Jas: ..., Wm. Rooke jun’, Hen: Adam. 


Michaelmas Term, 8th of Ann. Indenture of a Fine levied be- 
tween Wm. Lumley & John Rogerson, Plaintiffs, and Isabel Lambert, 
widow, & Rich? Webb & Mary his wife, Deforciants. 


30h January 1709. By Indenture to declare the Use of the 
above Fine between Isabell Lambert of the one part and Wm. 
Lumley of Leeds, Mercer and Grocer, of the other part, reciting that 
Isabell L. had in Michaelmas Term then last levied a Fine of All 
that messuage with one Shop & Cellar to the Street in Briggate 
(and other Tenements). It was thereby Declared that the same 
should enure To the only proper Use and Behoofe of her and her 
heirs and Assignes for Ever. 

N.B.—After the Death of Isabell L. the Premises descended to 
John Layland her son, and after his Death to John Layland, peruke- 
maker, his Son & Heir in fee simple. 


31 August 1771. Indenture between Ann Layland of Leeds, 
widow, & executrix of John Layland late of Leeds, Linen Draper and 
Peruke maker, dec’d, of the one part, and John Layland of the same 
place, Linnen Draper, only son of Ann Layland. Reciting that 
John L. the father died in October 1758, and by his will declared 
that his wife Ann should have the use of his house and furniture, 
stock in trade, &c., during her life and then to his son and daughter 
(then dead) equally. And that Ann Layland had carried on the 
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business of a Linnen Draper or Milliner since his death, and in con- 
sideration of an annuity of £30 had agreed to sell the said business 
to her son on condition that she continue to occupy the house in 
Briggate and have part of her household goods, which agreement was 
thereby carried into effect. Witnesses, James Hebdin, John Rhodes. 


By Deed dated 29 Jan. 1773, John Layland & Priscilla his wife 
mortgaged the property to Ja’ Hebdin to secure £450 & interest. 


By Deed dated 24 Feb.1778, between John Layland late of Leeds 
but then of the city of London, Linen Draper [his wife Priscilla being 
dead], 1st part, Ann Layland of Leeds, widow, 2nd part, James 
Hebdin of Leeds, gent., 3rd part, William Wigglesworth of Armley, 
tanner, 4th part, & William Wigglesworth of Leeds, linen draper, 
5th part, the property was conveyed to William W. the son in con- 
sideration of £1,780, part of which retained on account of Mortgage 
of £800 & interest, to John Smith, Griffith Wright, Edward Thomp- 
son & Mary Smith, part paid to James Hebdin for £450 & interest 
due on Mortgage, a bond to secure an Annuity of £24 per annum to 
Ann Layland & after her decease £483 12s. to John Layland. The 
property was described as several Messuages with the stables, out- 
buildings, yard, and backside situate in Briggate in the tenure of 
Wm. Wigglesworth, the son, Edward Othick, John Summerville, 
Joshua Barber, Joseph Walker, Ann Layland &.... Rea. 


On the 3™4 Nov! 1784, the property was transferred to Joseph 
Wood of Leeds, gent", by Joshua Tetley of Leeds, Wine Merchant, 
& John Wales of Leeds, Yeoman, as Trustees of a Deed of Convey- 
ance & to them by William Wigglesworth the younger, of Leeds, 
linen draper, deceased, of his estate for the benefit of his creditors. 
Mary Wigglesworth of Kirk Deighton, his widow, joining in to re- 
lease her dower. Consideration £1,517, made up of the s4 Mortgage 
for £800 owing to John Smith and others, £200 to Mary W. for her 
right of dower & £517 to the trustees. 


By Deed dated 198 May 1794, Joseph Wood of Leeds, hatter 
& laceman, granted to Eleanor Garland of Leeds an annuity of £31 Ios. 
for her life, Consideration £350, Charged on the Messuage & Shop in 
Briggate occupied by the said Joseph Wood and other messuages, 
&c., situate near thereto in Turk’s Head Yard in Briggate in the 
occupation of Edward Othick, Ben}. Cromack, Wm. Fredrick, &c. 
To further secure the annuity the premises were demised for 1,000 
years to Jeremiah Naylor of Wakefield, Merchant, and Edward 
Wales of Leeds, haberdasher. Witnesses, John Clarkson, Richd. 
Pearson. 


By Deed dated 18t Nov" 1796, Joseph Wood of Leeds, gentn., 
granted to Jas. Kenion of Little Woodhouse, Esq., an annuity of 
{40 for the life of Eliz. wife of James Kenion in consideration of 
£400, charged on the Shop situate in Briggate then in the occupation 
of Messrs. Wales & Brooke, and the other messuages, &c., occupied 
by Mr. Elmer, Mr. Catley, Mr. Sanderson, Edwd. Othick, &c. Also 
the entire yard wherein the premises were erected. Lease granted 
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to Edward Markland of Leeds, Esq., for 99 years to further secure 
the annuity. 


By Deed dated 3™ March 1801, Jeremiah Naylor & Edward 
Wales assigned to Joseph Wood the term of 1,000 years, Eleanor 
Garland being dead. Witnesses, Philip Coultman, Richd. Brook. 


By Deed dated 17 March 1808, Joseph Wood granted to Wm. 
Gray of Abberford, gentn., an annuity of £80 for the lives of Wm. 
Gray & Jane his wife, in consideration of £1,000. The messuage & 
Shop in Briggate in the occupation of Messrs. Brooke & Wales, 
and messuages, &c., in the Yard behind in the occupation of Wm. 
Minty, Rd. Walker, jas. Walker, John Talbot, Roger Braithwaite, 
Benj. Atkinson, John Waterhouse, Miss Lees and John Anguish, and 
the entire yard, &c. Lease granted to John Smith of Leeds, gentn., 
for 99 years as security. Witnesses, Edwin Smith, Philip Coultman. 

Jos® Wood, by his Will dated 21 June 1818, vested the property 
in Barbara Peirie Willett, W™ Willett & Ann Maria Willett. 


On the rot» April 1850, a strip of land fronting Trinity St. was 
conveyed by Peter Clark of Halton, Bunting Manufacturer, Geo. 
Kitchin of Leeds, butcher, John Vickers of Stanningley, Shop- 
keeper, with the consent of Sarah Kitchin of Leeds, widow, Geo. 
Clark Kitchin of Leeds, innkeeper, Jas. K. of Leeds, tailor, & Tho. 
Kitchin of Sydney, Australia, to the Rev. Wilmer Willett of Led- 
dington, Rutland, Clerk, and Barbara Perie Willett of 123, Albany 
St., Regents Park, spinster, they being owners of Turks Head Yard, 
&c., purchased from James Wood. Turks Head Inn & yard had 
been occupied by Matthew Kitchin who had added the strip thereto. 


By Deed dated 18 July 1898, between the Rev. W™ Mackell 
Willett (1), Georgiana Willett (2), Rev. Albert Lewis Willett (3), 
Lewis Wilmer Willett (4), W™ Wright & Percival Johnson Birt (5), 
Lucy Elizabeth Dangerfield (6), Fras Reynolds Yonge Radcliffe & 
John Mahan Gover (7), W™ Green (8), the property was conveyed 
to William Green of Leeds, grocer. 


On the 30th May, 1922, the property which was then described 
as having a frontage to Briggate of 26 feet 4 inches, and to Trinity 
Street of 25 feet 6inches, and containing an area of 813 square 
yards, was sold by auction for £30,200 to Messrs. Thornton & Co. 
Ltd., the Vendors being Mary Green and Robert Walter Green, the 
surviving Trustees of the will of William Green, grocer and tea 
dealer. The property comprised the shop, 51, Briggate, and ware- 
house lately occupied by William Green & Son, Whitelock’s Lun- 
cheon Bar, being Nos. 1 and 2, Turk’s Head Yard (formerly known 
as Turk’s Head Inn), No. 4, a dwelling-house, and Nos. 3, 5, 6, 7, and 
8, formerly cottages, but then used as a kitchen, bakehouse, work- 
shop, store, and living rooms, etc. Bete 
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